Arab League chief arrives 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab League Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid arrived here late Sunday on a 
, visit aimed at talks witb the Jordanian leadership on 
pan-Arab affairs and issues of concern to the Cairo- 
based pan- Arab body and the Kingdom. It is the sec- 
ond visit of Mr. Abdul Meguid to Jordan after assum- 
ing office as head of the 22-member o^anisation. He 
is expected to be received by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Among topics for discussion are ways and means to 
end inter-Arab differences and strengthen Arab soli- 
darity and to give a new impetus to the Middle East 
peace process. Mr. Abdul Meguid is also expected to 
review the financial status of die Arab League. Jordan 
has fully paid its dues to the organisation, but several 
other members have not met their commitments, 
according to Arab diplomats. 



UAE leader urges Arab reconciliation 

ABU DHABI ( AFP) — The president of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) urged Arab stales on Sunday to . patch up 
their differences and join hands to face what he called the 
challenges besetting them. Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nabayan, quoted by the official news agency WAM, said 
there was a need for a "comprehensive review of the Arab 
situation." "We should realise the challenges facing the Arab 
World and the need to confront them collectively because 
this is the only way to restore Arab solidarity." he told Gulf 
Arab health ministers meeting in Abu Dhabi. “What are we 
expecting from the state of division and disintegration from 
which the Arab Nation is suffering— The only solution to 
find a way out of this deteriorating situation is to achieve 
soJdariiy/jt was the laiest call by Sheikh Zayed for ending 
inter-Arab rifts, which have deepened following the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 
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Secret Netanyahu-Arafat 
talks fail to produce deal 

Israeli premier maintains peace process will see ' surprises' 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and Yasser Arafat met 
secretly in the early hours 
Sunday and progress was 
reported toward a plan to 
withdraw most Israeli 
troops from Hebron, Israeli 
and Palestinian officials 
said. Mr. Netanyahu hint- 
self said Sunday he expect- 
ed “surprises” on the peace 
process. 

At the urging of U.S. 
mediator Dennis Ross, the 
two leaders met in a post- 
midnight session at the 
Erez crossing linking Israel 
and the autonomous Gaza 
Strip. They talked for four 
and one-half hours until 
dawn, officials close to the 
negotiations said. 

■’The meeting took place 
and progress was made,” 
said David Bar Ilian, a top 
adviser to Mr. Netanyahu. 

There were expectations 
that an agreement could be 
wrapped up in 24 to 48 
hours, but Israeli officials 
were cautious, noting that 
there had been many 
reports of pending agree- 
ment in the past three 
months. 

The key issue, apparently 
still unresolved despite a 
new U.S. formula, was the 
Palestinian demand for a 
timetable for three further 
Israeli withdrawals from 
rural areas of the West 


Arabs vow 
war on 
terrorism 

TUNIS (AFP) — Interior 
ministers from the 22-mem- 
ber Arab League vowed 
Sunday to battle terrorism 
together as they wound up 
their 14th annual conference 
here Sunday. 

The ministers issued an 
official statement at the end 
of the two-day meeting, 
promising a “common strat- 
egy to fight” terrorism, and 
to ser up “a solid base of 
efficient cooperation” 

between Arab states to bat- 
tle the purveyors of vio- 
lence. 

The agreement aims to 
increase cooperation 

between Arab states in the 
fight against terrorism, in 
particular violence linked to 
islamic militancy which 
effects several Arab coun- 
tries to a lesser or greater 
extent. 

Most Arab countries were 
represented by ministers at 
this meeting, which covered 
some 15 agenda items of 
international interest includ- 
ing inter- Arab cooperation 
programmes on the fight 
against organised crime and 
drug-trafficking. 

The secretary general of 
the Council of Arab Interior 
Ministers said some 60,000 
people were killed in the 
last five years in terrorist- 
related attacks in the Arab 
World, the overwhelming 
majority of them in Algeria, 
The majority were simply 
Arab citizens who were vic- 
tims” of these attacks 
which also caused damage 
estimated at billions of dol- 
lars. Ahmad Salem said in a 
report submitted to the 
council. 

He said according to 
Western estimates, clashes 
between extremists and 
security forces in Algeria, as 
well as attacks blamed on 
the extremists, have left at 
least 50,000 dead in the last 
five years. 


Bank after the Hebron pull- 
back. 

One Israeli source who 
demanded anonymity said 
Israel was willing to com- 
mir to a date on the first 
withdrawal expected to 
take place in the town of 
Halhoul near Hebron six 
weeks after the pullback. 

However. Mr. Netanyahu 
has opposed giving specific 
dates for the second and 
third stages, which were to 
be completed bv the end of 
1997 under rhe original 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord. 
Israel now wants to restart 
the clock and have the 
agreements in six-month 
phases ending in raid- 1998. 
The Israel source said Mr. 
Netanyahu would fail to 
win approval from his cabi- 
net if he set earlier dates. 

A second Israeli source, 
however, said progress had 
been made on the issue of 
reopening Martyrs' Street, 
which had been closed by 
Israel to protect settlers. 

Israeli officials blamed 
Egypt for urging Mr. Arafat 
to dig in his heels on the 
issue of a timetable and on 
the Palestinian demand for 
stationing a Palestinian 
guard at the fbrahimi Mos- 
que. 

Each side blamed the 
other for the continuing 
impasse. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Neiany- 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Sunday reiterated 
that any new election law 
must retain the “one-per- 
son, one-voie” formula and 
called upon all political 
parties, including the oppo- 
sition. to arrive at a con- 
sensus on a new legislation. 

Addressing political 
party members, deputies 
and other officials at a 
workshop entitled “Civic 
Society and the Elections 
Law” held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti also stressed that 
his “government believes 
that the only principle 
which should be retained in 
any new election law is that 
of the one-person, one- 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Six- 
teen people, mostly women 
and children, were mur- 
dered overnight in the vil- 
lage of Benachour about 50 
kilometres south of the 
capital by armed extrem- 
ists, the security services 
said Sunday. 

The attack came one 
month to the day after a 
massacre ar Benacbour in 
which 19 civilians — 
including women, children 
and elderly people — were 
butchered by extremists. 

Following that attack 
hundreds fled the village, 
which is located just out- 
side Algeria's main garri- 
son town, Blida. The 
remaining citizens formed a 
self-defence unit which 
clashed with ihe militants 
as they raided the town. 

But the extremists tnan- 


ahu said “we expect sur- 
prises in the peace process 
soon.” 

“1 met last night with 
Yasser Arafat at the Erez 
crossing. We achieved a 
certain progress but there 
are still points of division,” 
he told a Tel Aviv audience. 

The right-wing leader 
said the meeting helped 
build trust between the 
sides. “I hoped it would 
have remained secret 
because it is important to 
hold such meetings in order 
to build confidence and 
business-like relations." 

Nabil Shaath, a leading 
minister in Arafat’s self- 
rule government, said 
progress was made during 
the surprise meeting. 

“Some positive things 
were reached, but we still 
have a major problem of 
the whole schedule of with- 
drawals after Hebron,” he 
said in an interview on 
Israel Radio. “It was an 
important meeting." 

Shai Bazak. spokesman 
for Mr. Netanyahu, said the 
Palestinians had made new 
demands which had been 
relayed by Mr. Ross. 

“The Palestinians in this 
instance raised new 
demands after the negotia- 
tions were about to reach 
completion,'’ Mr. Bazak 
said, speaking on Israel 

(Continued on page 7) 


vote.” 

This principle was stated 
by Mr. Kabariti as the 
basis of any democratic 
parliamentary system 
throughout the world. 

Mr. Kabariti told the 
meeting: “Wjrh a new elec- 
tions law we aim to pro- 
mote democracy benefit- 
ting from the previous 
experiences and we intend 
to entrust a judicial com- 
mittee with supervising the 
elections and guaranteeing 
government’s neutrality.” 

“Because a draft election 
law is a national project, it 
should involve all public 
sectors, political groups, 
professional unions, popu- 
lar organisations and other 
national groups.” he said, 
adding that “the govern- 
ment has already started 
contacts witb these organi- 


aged to get into several 
houses situated a short dis- 
tance away from the vil- 
lage, to slaughter their prey. 
Some 10 militants were 
also killed in the incident, 
witnesses said, but the toll 
could not be officially con- 
firmed. 

Leaflets threatening fur- 
ther bloodshed had been 
circulating during the past 
few days in the region, 
where the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) is well 
implanted. 

A brief statement from 
the authorities said the vic- 
tims of this first civilian 
slaughter of 1997 in Algeria 
had been “murdered by 
cowards.” 

The number of killings 
attributed to fundamentalist 
movements has risen 
recently in the run-up to 


Israel 
to approve 
Ras A1 
Amud plan 
'any day' 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli 
authorities will gram final 
approval within days for 
construction of more than 
100 Jewish homes in the 
heart of Arab East 
Jerusalem. the Israeli 
mayor. Ehud Olmert, said 
Sunday. 

“It will be signed in a 
matter of days,” Mr. 
Olmert said of the plan to 
build 132 homes for Jews 
in East Jerusalem's Ras AJ 
Amud neighbourhood. 

Palestinian leaders have 
warned of violent protests 
if Israel goes ahead with 
the Ras AJ Amud bousing 
plan, the first time Jewish 
homes have been slated for 
construction in the middle 
of an exising Arab neigh- 
bourhood in the eastern 
sector of the Holy City. 

But Mr. Olmert brushed 
aside their complaints, say- 

(Continued on page 7) 


sations in order to arrive at 
a common denominator 
that would serve as a broad 
basis for the new law." 

“But. to be honest, the 
government does not feel it 
can yet submit a draft law 
that enjoys the minimum 
level of approval by various 
sectors,” the prime minster 
said. 

The government, he 
stressed, “feels that the 
method used in 
applying/implementing tbe 
present law is open to a 
number of questions that 
justify the calls for its revi- 
sion, especially with regard 
to electoral constituencies 
and the method used in 
granting quotas for minori- 
ties.” 

Mr. Kabariti stressed that 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ramadan, which is due to 
start this week. 

More than 200 have died 
in the past two months, 
often in attacks of atrocious 
savagery. However, the toll 
may well be considerably 
higher since not all mas- 
sacres are made public or 
are reported by the press. 

On Saturday, Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Ouyahia 
appealed for vigilance in 
the face of Islamic “terror- 
ism,” which he claimed had 
been defeated after five 
years of undeclared civil 
war in the country. 

He classified recent fun- 
damentalist attacks as “des- 
perate acts.” “The more the 
criminals are incapable of 
attacking secure localities 
and infrastructures, the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti urges consensus 
on changes to election law 

Everything could be revised except one-person, 
one- vote principle, premier tells public debate 


Algerian extremists slaughter 16 



DEMAND FOR HOSTAGE RELEASE: A Peruvian child joins a march demanding the release of 74 
hostages from the residence of the Japanese ambassador in Lima. Peruvian guerrillas stormed the resi- 
dence on Dec 17 during a reception and took several hundred people hostage. Since then they have 
released most, but continue to hold 74. There was no significant development on Sunday in the stand-off 
between the government and the rebels (AFP photo) 

Jordan reaffirms support for Palestinian rights 
and warns violence could wreck peace process 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Sunday 
called for increased com- 
mitment to achieving just, 
comprehensive and durable 
peace in the Middle East 
and warned that violence 
would endanger the entire 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

The Crown Prince, who 
was speaking in an inter- 
view with Radio Israel, also 
reaffirmed Jordan's total 
support for the Palestinian 
people's rights, including 
the right to self-determina- 
tion. 

Speaking against the 
backdrop of serious diffi- 


culties encountered in the 
implementation of agree- 
ments reached between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
the Crown Prince said that 
“at this critical stage, we 
should be more committed 
to achieving a just and 
comprehensive peace” in 
the Middle East. 

“The latest acts of vio- 
lence and the escalation of 
unrest in the region might 
affect the whole peace 
process.” said the Crown 
Prince in an implicit refer- 
ence to a shooting attack by 
an Israeli soldier against 
unarmed Palestinians in the 
West Bank town of Hebron 


and the bombing of a bus in 
central Damascus last 
week. 

At least six Palestinians 
were wounded in the 
Hebron attack while the 
Damascus bombing 
claimed 13 lives. 

The Crown Prince, in the 
interview with Radio Israel 
stressed that the Arab and 
Islamic identities had to be 
protected and defended so 
as to secure a better life for 
future generations. 

The Crown Prince said 
Jordan had played and con- 
tinues to play a significant 
role on the regional and 
international levels. He 


referred ro the Kingdom’s 
participation in the Wash- 
ington summit late last year 
that produced an Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement to 
resume stalled negotiations. 

The Crown Prince noted 
that the summit was called 
after Israeli-Palestinian vio- 
lence broke out as a result 
of an Israeli decision to 
reopen an entrance to a tun- 
nel that runs, near Islamic 
shrines in Jerusalem. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein played a significant 
role at the Washington sum- 
mit in convincing Israeli 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bahrain, 
Qatar to 
meet in 
S. Arabia 

DOHA (R) — The foreign 
ministers of Bahrain and 
Qatar, their countries 
embroiled in a border dis- 
pute, are expected to meet 
in Riyadh on Tuesday to 
discuss ways to improve 
lies. Gulf diplomats said on 
Sunday. 

The meeting will be held 
under the auspices of a 
committee formed by the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) summit in Doha in 
December to try to solve, 
the border row, they added. 

The four-country team is 
headed by Saudi Arabia 
and includes the remaining 
GCC members — Kuwait. 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

•The upcoming meeting 
will try to clear the atmos- 
.phere of misunderstanding 
and mistrust between the 
two neighbours and pave 
the way for normal rela- 
tions between them”, said 
one Gulf diplomat. 

“It will bring the foreign 
ministers of the two states 
face to face and encourage 
dialogue between them, but 
it wifi not seek to draft a 
formula to resolve the bor- 
der row”, he added. 

The committee was 
scheduled to hold its first 
meeting in Cairo late last 
month on the sidelines of a 
conference of the eight 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syria demanded U.S. explanation 
why no condemnation of bombing 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria asked the State 
Department for an expla- 
nation after tbe United 
States failed to issue an 
immediate condemnation 
of last week's bombing of a 
bus in Damascus, a Syrian 
official said Sunday. 

The official, who request- 
ed anonymity, said the Syr- 
ian embassy in Washing- 
ton was asked to seek clari- 
fications after State 
Department spokesman 
Nicolas Bums failed to 
condemn the bombing in 
his initial reaction to the 
attack. 

A Syrian spokesman 
expressed surprise at the 


King calls Assad, condemns attack 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Sunday made a tele- 
phone call to Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad and 
denounced last week^s bombing of a bus in Damascus 
which caused the death and injury of tens of innocent 
people. 

King Hussein also extended ’ condolences to the 
bereaved families. 

Lower House of Parliament Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
sent a cable to the Syrian People's Council speaker, 
Abdul Qader Qaddoura. condoling him over the deaths 
in ihe Damascus bombing. 


time that the U.S. reac- the State Department 
tion did not include “a sin- replied that Mr. Bums' ini- 

gle condemnation of this ti5 statement “did not 

terrorist action” or reflect the official U.S. 
“expression of solidarity position which is to 
with the victims' families." 

The Syrian official said (Continued on page 7) 


RDYALJORDANIAN ScUsM 



ROYAL JORDANIAN has the pleasure to 
announce a new check - in procedure, 
for First and Super Business Class 
passengers as of January 1 st 1 997. 
Complete departure formalities will be 
done at Terminal 1 on behalf of First and 
Business Class passengers, while they 
are relaxing at the CIP Lounge. 
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U.N. experts to search for 
banned missile parts in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
weapons experts will 

search for more parts 
belonging to banned long- 
range missiles during a 
fresh mission to Iraq this 
week. U.N. officials said 
Sunday. 

■‘They will arrive tomor- 
row [ Monday \ and will 
conduct a visit to look for 
missile remains." Goren 
Wallen, head of the U.N. 
Special Commission's 
(UNSCOM) office of mon- 
itoring and verification in 
Baghdad, told AFP. 

The Iraqi authorities 
agreed to the mission — 
aimed at determining how 
many long-range missiles 
are left in Iraq's arsenal — 
during a visit last month 
here by UNSCOM Chair- 
man Rolf Ekcus. 

General Amer Hammudi 
Saadi, an advisor to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, con- 
firmed a new team of 
experts would arrive “to 
pursue the work on the 
number of missile engines. 

“We are convinced the 
results of their work and 
joint studies (on the mis- 
siles) will clear up doubts 


on Iraq’s possession of pro- 
hibited weapons," Gen. 
Saadi told the official A1 
Jumhoriyah newspaper. 

"During our last talks 
with Ekeus. we got a clear 
idea about the basis on 
which the suspicions were 
founded," he said. “This 
will allow us to work scien- 
tifically to show that the 
suspicions are unfounded, 
and to bring concrete evi- 
dence to convince the 
world Iraq is right” that 
Baghdad has no such 
weapons, Gen. Saadi said. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil last month urged Iraq to 
stop preventing U.N. 
inspectors from transferring 
nearly 130 engines for 
Soviet-made Scud missiles 
to the United States for 
study. 

The analysis would allow 
UNSCOM to deduce how 
many scuds Iraq retained 
after determining whether 
the engines now stockpiled 
at UNSCOM offices in 
Baghdad were imported 
from Russia or made in 
Iraq. 

UNSCOM knows how 
many Scuds were imported 


by Baghdad from the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

Iraq's Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz offered to 
transfer the engines to Rus- 
sia. but UNSCOM rejected 
the proposal. 

Gen. Saadi also accused 
the United States of “‘con- 
stantly pressuring the U.N. 
Security Council to delay a 
total lifting of the oil 
embargo” imposed on Iraq 
after it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

Baghdad last month 
resumed limited oil exports 
for the first time in six 
years under a humanitarian 
deal with the United 
Nations aimed at raising 
funds to buy for badly 
needed food and medicine. 

But under U.N. resolu- 
tions ending the 1991 Gulf 
war over Kuwait, Iraq must 
satisfy UNSCOM it has 
dismantled its programmes 
for weapons of mass 
destruction and long-range 
missiles before the full 
embargo can be lifted. 

All missiles with a range 
of ISO kilometres or more 
are banned under the reso- 
lutions. 


Rabbi held for threatening officer 
who halted Hebron shooting spree 


HEBRON l AFP) — Police 
have arrested a rabbi for 
threatening the army officer 
who halted a shooting ram- 
page by an Israeli soldier in 
the market of Hebron last 
week. Israel radio reported 
Sunday. ■ 

Lieutenant Avi Buskila 
was credited with prevent- 
ing a massacre of Palestini- 
ans by wrestling soldier 
Noam Friedman to the 
ground after he had opened 
fire with his M-16 automat- 
ic rifle in Hebron's market 
on Wednesday, wounding 
six people. 

Friedman said he attacked 
the Palestinians in hopes of 
torpedoing Israel's plan to 
hand most of Hebron over 
to Palestinian control. 

The radio said a 
Jerusalem rahbi. Avraham 
Ariel Waldman. accosted 
Li. Buvkila in Hebron on 


Friday, warning him not to 
"play hero," and saying 
“Rabin was also a hero, and 
he got shot." Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin was shot 
and killed in November 
1995 by a Jewish extremist 
opposed to the Palestinian 
peace process. 

Mr. Buskila filed a com- 
plaint with police and 
Waldman was arrested late 
Saturday for allegedly issu- 
ing death threats, the radio 
said. The rabbi was sched- 
uled to appear in court later 
Sunday, it said. 

Israeli-Palestinian negoti- 
ations on carrying out the 
Israeli pullout from Hebron, 
as required under the Oslo 
peace accords have dragged 
on for three months as 
opposition to the withdraw- 
al mounted among Israeli 
nationalists both within and 
outside of government. 


Israeli press reports say 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Neranyahu faces outright 
opposition to the withdraw- 
al from at least seven of his 
17 ministers and that others 
are wavering. 

On Sunday, the brother of 
deputy Prime Minister and 
Tourism Minister Moshe 
Katzav, Yoel Katzav, 
announced that he was join- 
ing the 400 Jewish settlers 
who live in Hebron to sig- 
nal his opposition to ceding 
control over the city the 
Palestinians 

Yoel Katzav told Israel 
radio he planned to live 
next to Hagai Ben Artzi, 
Netanyahu's brother-in-law 
who moved to Hebron sev- 
eral weeks ago in a show of 
solidarity with the Jewish 
wt tiers. 


Russian 
submarine 
en route 
to Iran 

DUBAI (AFP) — A Russ- 
ian-made submarine 
bought by Iran has sailed 
into the Red Sea and will 
soon join two others in the 
Iranian port of Bandar 
Abbas, a defence official in 
the region said Sunday. 

The submarine sailed 
through the Suez Canal 
from the Mediterranean 
Sea over the past two days 
and will take at least anoth- 
er week before reaching 
Bandar Abbas, said the 
defence official who asked 
not to be named. 

Iran bought the diesel- 
powered. Kilo-class sub- 
marines in the last few 
years as part of a steady 
military buildup in the 
Gulf’s vital oil shipping 
lanes, western military 
officials say. 

Iran says the moves are 
part of its normal defence 
needs. 

If battery problems are 
solved on its submarines, 
they could stay under water 
longer and pose a potential 
threat, a Western military 
source said last month. 

The source also said the 
Iranian navy “successful- 
ly" test-fired a Chinese- 
made anti-ship Cruise mis- 
sile from a new Chinese 
patrol boat during war 
games in the Gulf in late 
November. 

The military source said 
the exercises showed Iran 
has "a pretty capable navy. 
They can't defeat the Unit- 
ed States. But nobody has 
talked of that They've 
talked in terms of hurting 
and they probably have 
ways of doing that.” 

Iran has also boosted its 
ability to hit ships or air- 
craft in the Gulfs oil lanes 
by deploying three times 
more land-based missiles 
than it had two years ago. 
U.S. Navy officials have 
said. 

Around 20 ships from the 
U.S. Fifth Fleet, including 
a submarine, patrol the Red 
Sea and the Gulf reeion. 


Accused Israeli drug smuggler caught in Miami after long chase 


MIAMI lAP) — An 
Mewed Israeli drug smug- 
gler charged with making 
drug runs to the Middle 
East with the help of a 
diplomat was arrested in 
Miami after a trek through 
Europe. 

Yitreh.ik Lerer. charged 
w itn helping a cocaine ring 
smuggle drugs into Israel 
from the United Slates, 
ppeared before a federal 
magistrate Friday to contest 
Jii- extradition. 

He was jurested after a 
prosecutor in South Caroli- 
na issued a warrant at the 
request of the Israeli gov- 


ernment. 

Initially, police in Tel 
Aviv believed Lerer was 
headed for Myrtle Beach. 
South Carolina. But he 
ended up in Miami, where 
he was arrested by the Drug 
Enforcement Administra- 
tion (DEAL 

Israeli border guards 
detained Lerer at Ben Guri- 
on Airport outside Tel Aviv, 
but he escaped. Lerer. who 
uses four aliases, embarked 
upon a westward trek that 
took him through Egypt 
and Switzerland to the 
United States. 

At one point, authorities 


in Zurich found the hotel in 
which Lerer was staying, 
but he had already checked 
out. 

The DEA caught up with 
him in Miami. During an 
appearance before U.S. 
magistrate Peter Palermo. 
Lerer said he wanted to call 
a friend so he could arrange 
for an attorney. The judge 
set another hearing for next 
Tuesday. 

Details of the case — 
including the role and iden- 
tity of the diplomat — are 
sketchy. 

But according to the war- 
rant. Israeli police say that 


Lerer, 34, was part of a 
scheme that saw more than 
eight kilogrammes of 
cocaine smuggled into 
Israel by an unnamed 
“'non-Israeli diplomatic 
official” who abused his 
privileges and immunity. 

Drugs were smuggled 
twice, according to the 
charges — once in August 
and November. 

In the second run, the 
arrest warrant says, Lerer 
‘’personally took posses- 
sion of the drugs ffom the 
diplomatic official 

involved.” 


I: A Palestinian boy pulls a goat in front of his home as an Israeli soldier keeps watch 
te West Bank town of Hebron on Sunday. Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Israeli 


UNDER WATCH: 

in the centre of the West Bank l „ 

Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu met secretly early Sunday but failed to finalise an agreement on 
the long-delayed Israeli military redeployment in Hebraon (see page 1) (AFP photo) 


Iran and Iraq 
to exchange 
soldiers’ bodies 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and 
Iraq are due to go ahead on 
Tuesday with a large-scale 
exchange of bodies of soldiers 
killed during their 1980-88 
war. the press reported on 
Sunday. 

The swap of the remains of 
60 Iranian and 77 Iraqi sol- 
diers will take place in Sha- 
lamsheh on the southern bor- 
der between the two countries, 
it said. 

The exchanges are part of a 
bilateral agreement to repatri- 
ate the bodies of .fallen' sol- 
diers. In the most jjecejit , oper- 
ation iii mid^Nowmbea^ the 
two swapped 40 Iranian 'sol- 
diers and 99 Iraqi troops. 

Remains of around 24,000 
Iranian fighters have been 
found since the August 1988 
ceasefire. The issue of prison- 
ers of war and the missing in 
action is the main obstacle to 
efforts to normalise ties 
between Tehran and Baghdad. 

Iran on Thursday made a 
dramatic appeal to Iraq to take 
steps to resolve the PoW issue. 

“This is a human issue 
which should not be politi- 
cised," the head of Iran's PoW 
commission, general Abdollah 
Najafi. told a press confer- 
ence. “If Iraq had a more sin- 
cere attitude, the issue could 
have been solved more quick- 
ly” 

Late last month Iran unilat- 
erally handed over 724 prison- 
ers of war to Iraq in a “good- 
will" gesture aimed at settling 
the dispute. 

Iraq claims to have released 
all of the Iranians taken cap- 
tive during the war and says 
Iran is holding 20.000 Iraqis 
prisoners. 


Cypriot acquisition of Russian missiles 
will change military balance on island 


NICOSIA (R) — The decision by Cyprus 
to buy surface-to-air missiles could result 
in a dramatic shift in the military balance 
on the island, already one of the most heav- 
ily militarised areas of the world, diplomats 
said od Sunday. 

The planned acquisition from Russia of 
the S-300 system, with a 150 kilometres 
range, is the First step by the Cypriot gov- 
ernment towards building a credible air 
defence system. 

Diplomats said the missiles would neu- 
tralise the air superiority Turkey has had 
here since 1974, when its troops invaded 
dnj ggrtbsni third -island in response 
to a short-lived coup en^neered by the mil- 
itary then ruling Greece. 

“Basically it can lock onto Turkish planes 
and take them out in Turkish airspace, 
which is a significant change over the 
equipment they (the Greek Cypriots) cur- 
rently have," said one diplomat. 

The deal for the missiles was concluded 
at the weekend but it was unclear when the 
S-300 missile air defence system would be 
put into place. 

The agreement has raised concern in 
Turkey, where Turkish Defence Minister 
Turban Tayan said the Greek Cypriot 
authorities were not working for peace. 

“This situation will undermine peace in 
the region. We have warned the countries 
that sell arms, the U.S.A.. Russia and 
Britain, and former U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Gbali on the issue." the Anatolia 
agency quoted Mr. Tayan as saying. 

“You cannot secure peace through the use 
of arms. We are closely following develop- 
ments. and we are determined to fulfill all 
our obligations. We are on the side of 
peace. We are not the aggressors.” he said. 

He said Turkey *s”equani'mity” on the 
issue should not be interpreted as a sign of 
weakness. 

Turkey's Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller 
expressed concern over the planned missile 
sale during a visit to Russia last month- 

Cyprus says the weapons will be used 
only for defence. 


"The Cyprus republic has the legitimate 
right to strengthen its defence capabilities 
so its people cease to be hostages of the 
Turkish occupation army." Cyprus govern- 
ment spokesman Yiannakis Cassoulides 
told Reuters. 

"None of these arms purchases will be 
used against anyone unless (we are) 
attacked’’ he said, saying the build-up was 
“proportional” to Turkish armaments in the 
north. 

United Nations' resolutions on the island 
have repeatedly called on both sides to cut 
their military spending. 

"The Cygn^gjjjvenimentTias ^miped^a 
' some journalists that this' Is a tactic to get 
world attention _but it is a risky game to 
play,” said one diplomat. 

International efforts to reunite the Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot communities — split 
by a U.N. patrolled ceasefire line since 
Turkey’s 1974 invasion — under a federal 
system have gathered pace recently. 

One reason is Cyprus’s desire to join ihe 
European Union (EU). Accession talks are 
scheduled to start next year but the EU 
would like to see first a solution to the 
island's division, also a source of tension 
berween NATO allies Turkey and Greece. 

Greece and Turkey also have long been in 
conflict over islands in the Aegean. Athens 
has threatened Ankara with war if it 
advances further south on Cyprus. 

Greece and Cyprus have a joint defence 
pact — as do Turkey and the Turkish 
Cypriot administration in the island's north 
— and the missiles will be deployed to pro- 
tect an air and navy base under construction 
on the island's western coasr. 

The bases, pan of the defence pact with 
Greece, should be completed this year. 

The system is also expected to protect an 
air corridor between Cyprus and Greece, 
whose combat aircraft would intervene in 
the event of renewed hostilities on the 
island. 

Cyprus is only a few minutes away for 
combat aircraft taking off from the Turkish 
mainland. 


j JORDAN TELEVISION 
I Tel. 773111-19 

i 

’ PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 The Muppci Show 

14:30 ...Comedy — Dad's 
Army 

15:00 .. ..French Programmes 
16:00 Doc. — Nature' *» Inven- 
tion** 

■ 16:30 Comedy — Hey Dad 

; 17:00 News Rash 

j 17:02 Documentary’ 

j 17:15 Drama — Dalton 

j 18:00 Machine — Cinq Sur 
[Cinq 

■ 19:00 Le Journal 

1 19:15 ... Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

j 19:35 ....Roseanne 

’ 20:00 Documentary — Global 

i Gardener 

! 20:30 Cinema. Cinema 

; 21:10 .The Lazarus 

j Man 

I 22:00 News in English 

! 22:25 Under Suspicion 

i 23:15 Sisters 

! PRAYER TIMES 

\ 05:10 — ....Fajr 

1 06:32. (Sunrise) Duha 

! 11:41 Dhuhr 

, 14:27 ‘Asr 

1 16:51 Maghreb 


Swciffeh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327X5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Ann unication 
TcL 637040. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sandu Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TfeL 77 1751. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
U will be partly cloudy with tem- 
peratures above their average. At 
night it will be cold and winds 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman , 

Aqaba .... 
Deserts.., 


05/19 

11/25 

03/19 


Jordan Valley 10/24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Jihad Sammour 7650 IS 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideh ......736011 

Dr. KhaldoonAsfour — 699440 
Dr. BDal A) Sayyed ...890280 
Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
A) Salats pharmacy... 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dc MazmAhaAl Rd> __276852 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad ...985550 


CrvilDefawDqxntmax — 6611 U 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Hichway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Sewage Cbmptans -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) , 1 2 1 

Overseas Calls 01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis „.623l0i 

Abdali TeL Repairs...., 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .—815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information _Q$-532QQ 
Queen Alta IntL Aitpon 08-53200 


Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 

845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital >JS67227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali — 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen .J777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army.Marica 891611/15 

. Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery — .... 865199 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 


12:00 Doha (Q7) 07:45 

12:40 Bahrain (GF) 10:20 

15:05 Vienna (OSj 13:00 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus (AF) 13:30 

21:40 TelAvjy (LY) 15:50 

22:45 Athens. Beirut ( O A ) 22:50 

00:30 London i BA) 23:55 

01:20 Amsterdam. Damascus 02:30 
■KL) 03:00 

05:05 London (KJ) 07:30 

07:35 

Royal Wings (R\V) Flights 


Beirut (ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

Doha (Q7) 

Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

....Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Amsterdam i KL) 

Beirut. Athens tOA) 

London (KJ) 

Damascus. London! BA) 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Govl 


Zarqa 


HOSPITAL 


AMMAN: 


Hospital 
.409)983323 
National Hospital 

409)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital—. (09)986732 
AJ HBana Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bastna Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 
(03)314111 



ARRIVALS 

09:20 

(RW) 

20:50 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport (from 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

<RWj 


HUA2 RAILWAY TRAIN 

08:30 . 



DEPARTURES 

08:35.. 



Ctep. Amman ajn. evwy Monday 

08:55. 

Damascus (RJ) 

rljgnts 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

Arc Damascus __5 ij 0 pm every Monday 

Dbmasois. 730 am. every Sunday 

09:45 


iu:sd_ 

(Rft 

-Casablanca 

Arc Amman — -Srtl pm, enay Sunday 


Haya Hospital 


(RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 .Cairo 

(RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18:20 Jakarta udd) (RJ) 

!9:05 .....Bangkok (RJ) 

23:20 Casablanca (RJ) 

03 ; 40 Jakarta, Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

Ws00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Cairo 

London (RJ) 

Frankfurt (PJ) 

“® :15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RH 

*- a * uu Damascus (Rjj 

23:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add ) (RJ) 

03:30 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(add) (RJ) 


MARKET PRICES 

UpperAower price in Jils per kg- 

Banana. ...isG/eSO 

Banana (imported)— ..—850/600 

Cubbaec .60/40 

Carrot' 270/150 

Cauliflower. 130/100 ^ 

Cucumber (large) 130/90; 

Cucumber (small) _.23QJlflJ[ 

Eggplant .150/80 1 

Garlic . . ....850/600 1 


it will be hot and winds northerly 
moderate. Seas will be calm. 

EMERGENCIES 

Khali di Maternity. 644281/6 

AJdJeh Maternity 642441/2 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

Other Flights 

07:45 Khartoum (SD) 

09:3© Cairo (MS) 


Other Flights 

‘Jiujje rrujt 

Lemon ...... 

jsonso 
' _ 70/40 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Mio/Max. temp. 

Food Control Centre— 637 1 1 1 

Jabal Amman Maternity .J542362 
Malhas, J. Amman — 63614Q 

INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 

06:30. 
07:35 . 

Beirut. London (BA) 

Marrow (small) 
Onion (green) .. 
Onion (dry) 

" _j3ono 
_J40/60 
.170/100 
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Jordan Times, Monday, January 6, 1997 



HK0- Princess Basra a Sunday opens a branch of the Voluntary Society Union in the 
Maftafl Govern ora te. In her address at AL al Bait University, Princess Basma voiced hope 
that t he charity would expand, particularly in the Holy Month of Ramadan (Petra photo) 


Ijjrmce meets with minister to 
discuss future tourism projects 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — One day 
after opening an interna- 
tional meeting here on 
tourism promotion, HRH 
Prince Faisal Bin Hussein 
Sunday met with Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Saleh Irsbeidat and other 
officials at the ministry for 
a briefing. 

Dr. frsheidat outlined pro- 
jects to upgrade services 
and facilities at tourist sites 
around the Kingdom and 
detailed plans to produce 
documentaries and other 
- informational material and 
; participate in tourist exhibi- 
tions in the Arab World and 
: elsewhere to help boost 
? tourism industry to Jordan. 

The ministry also high- 
: lighted some of the pro- 
... grammes designed to safe- 
. guard and maintain the 
country’s archaeological 
_ sites. 


After the Prince's visit. 
Dr. Irsheidat met with spe- 
cialists from Japanese 
International Cooperation 
Agency (J1CA) and dis- 
cussed Tokyo’s financial 
aid to Jordan for tourist 
projects. 

Both sides examined 
JICA studies, recommenda- 
tions and plans for the 
development of the tourist 
sites in Jordan through the 
year 2010. 

The Japanese team will 
assess the cost of such pro- 
jects and accordingly revise 
the plans, whichT will be 
implemented in coopera- 
tion with the Jordan Valley 
Authority as well as 
Amman, Karak and Salt 
municipalities and the Min- 
istry of Public Works and 
Housing in different areas 
of Jordan. 

Last November Japan 


announced that it was con- 
sidering a Jordanian request 
for a loan of approximately 
$76 million to help promote 
the tourism sector and 
affirmed that a decision 
was expected in 1997. 

The proposed loan would 
be used for tourist infra- 
structure as well as on set- 
ting up new tourist sites and 
upgrading existing ones as 
part of Jordan’s master 
tourism development plan, 
ministry sources said. 

Tourism and the environ- 
ment are two major sectors 
of Japanese focus with 
regard to assistance to Jor- 
dan. 

Japan chairs the working 
group on the environment 
in the multilateral phase of 
the Middle East peace 
process. 


40% decrease in international 


. phone calls in effect — JTC 
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; AMMAN (J,T.) — The 
Jordanian Telecommunica- 
* dons Company (JTC) Sun- 
day announced that a 40 per 
■ cent decrease in intema- 
tional telephone calls went 
into effect at the beginning 
j of this year. 

.“Ji ; JTC Board Chairman 
£<Walid Dweik announced 
'-/-that the new tariff variously 
i applies to different nations 
k.which have been divided 
ft into five groups. 
t _ ^According to Mr. Dweik, 
r die estimated day rates for a 
£: -one-minute call will be as 
i following: 

■ Group number one 
r includes Iraq, Saudi Arabia 
l ami Syria and will register 
fc 500 fils for a one-minute 
| phone call. 

f • Group number two 
f includes Algeria Bahrain. 
F Djibouti, Egypr, Israel, 
f- Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, 
f- Mauritania Morocco, 
£ Oman, Somalia Sudan, 
Jy Tunisia, the United Arab 
r Emirates and Yemen has 
been quoted as recording 
700 fils. 

_ • Group number three 
i includes Cyprus and 
f Greece and is slated to cost 


one JD each minute. 

• Group number four 
includes Albania Andorra, 
Austria. Belgium, Britain, 
Bosnia Bulgaria, Canada. 
Croatia the Czech Repub- 
lic, Denmark, France, Ger- 
many. Gibraltar. Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy Luxembourg, 
Macedonia Malta Mona- 
co, the Netherlands, Nor- 
way. Poland, Portugal, 
Romania San Marino. Slo- 
vakia Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden. Switzerland. 
Turkey and the United 
States will tabulate to JD 
1.35 per minute 

• Group number five is 
comprised of all other 
countries not heretofore 
mentioned at JD 1.5 a 
minute. 

Calls made between 10 
p.m. and S a.m. will be 30 
per cent less than the rates 
listed above. 

Mr. Dweik stated that 
during public holidays and 
Fridays local, regional or 
international calls at any 
hour will be tabulated as 
according to the night rates. 

Public holidays are con- 
sidered Labour Day, Inde- 
pendence Day, Army Day, 


the King’s ascension to the 
Throne and the King’s 
birthday, he said. 

Mr. Dweik also 
announced that subscrip- 
tion fees to the JTC will 
remain unchanged for 
homes and offices. 

These fees are JD 125 for 
home Installation, JD 250 
for office installation while 
the annual subscription will 
remain JD 28 for homes 
and JD 60 for offices. 

Mr. Dweik said that the 
annual subscription fee can 
be divided over 12 equal 
instalments and that it 
could be paid in monthly 
instalments. 

He said that now any 
national call (as opposed to 
merely the inter-gover- 
norate calls) is considered a 
local call and that each sub- 
scriber will be monthly 
offered 335 minutes of free 
calls. 

Mr. Dweik said that once 
local calls exceed the stipu- 
lated 335 minutes, they 
will be charged nine fils per 
minute during the day and 
nine fils per 86 seconds at 
night. 
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: photographic exhibition on the life pf the Founder of Pakistan at Qnaid-e-Azam 
;; Embassy of Pakistan, Jabal Weibdeb (Tel. 622787. 624680) until January 31, 1997. 
Mastic art by John Naqa.shian at the Royal Culcural Centre, until Jan. 9. 

' jets of the Jordan Design and Trade Centre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation at 
sopick Hotel, Petra, until Jan. 10. 

libition of colourful gifts and crafts designed by Andrea Atalla at the Jordan 
and Trade. Centre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation, Wadi Saqra Street (TeL 

f4172) 1 -until Jan, 10. 

by several artists, entitled “The Artist and the Environment** by several artists 
|^Art Gallery, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 30. 

. of small paintings by Jordanian and Arab artiste at Balad na Art Galleiy, Gar- 
tel. 6S7598). until Jan. 14. 

: by Spanish painter Clara Amado at Institnto Cervantes, Jabal Amm a n until 15. 


by- ten contemporary Indonesian artists entitled "From Scripts to Abstraction” 
to National Galfery of Fine Arts (open daily except Tuesdays), until Jan. 12. 
fi|iti^«ithibirion by Hind Nasser at the Jordan Arts and Crafts Centre/ Artisana, 
647858), until Jan, 10. Also displaying a regular exhibition of ans and 
items. 
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AMF grants $28,702 m in loans to Kingdom 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF) Sunday granted a 
total of $28,702 million in 
loans to the Kingdom to 
import food supplies and 
finance pharmaceutical 
exports to Algeria. 

The fund first signed two 
agreements with the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ), 
granting $27.7 million in 
credit facilities to finance 
imports of food supplies 
from various Arab coun- 


tries. 

The agreements were 
signed by AMF Board 
Chairman Jasem Manai and 
CBJ Governor Ziyad Fariz 
and stipulate that the loan 
will be channelled through 
the Arab Trade Finance 
Programme, a branch of the 
AFM, and that Jordan can 
begin to utilise the loan 
within 18 months. 

Later, Dr. Manai signed 
an agreement for $1,002 
million with the F inan ce 
and Exports Bank to help 
finance exports of drugs to 
Algeria 

Earlier Sunday, subse- 
quent to a meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Dr. Manai 
announced that the fund 


would grant Jordan credit 
facilities a sum of up to $30 
million to finance trade 
with other Arab countries. 

Dr. Manai described the 
AMF as impressed by Jor- 
dan’s performance in 
implementing an economic 
restructuring programme 
and stated that the fund has 
already accorded nine loans 
to Jordan, totalling $160 
million, to back the King- 
dom's economic pro- 
gramme. 

He told Jordan Television 
that he reviewed AMF 
activities with the prime 
minister and described their 
meeting as having provided 
a good opportunity for 
reviewing topics of interest 
both to the AMF and to the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Kabariti was reported 
by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, as stressing 
that Jordan places special 
importance on AMF sup- 
port of its economic pro- 
grammes. 

The prime minister also 
expressed appreciation of 
the fund's continued assis- 
tance in regards to the eco- 
nomic programme and 
towards financing trade 
with other Arab countries. 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti meets with AMF Board Chairman Jasem 
Manai and CBJ Governor Ziyad Fariz to discuss specifics of a multi-million dollar 
loan to Jordan (Petra pboto) 


Dr. Manai had earlier 
convened a meeting with 
Minster of Industry and 
Trade AJi Abul Ragheb and 
reviewed the AMF role in 
stimulating inter-Arab 
trade and Jordanian bene- 
fits from such operations. 


Petra quoted Dr. Manai as 
saying that the two sides 
agreed to back the Arab 
League’s current endeav- 
ours to develop trade 
among Arab states as well 
as the creation of an Arab 
free trade zone. 


The Arab Monetary Fund 
was founded in 1976 and 
groups most Arab League 
member states. It also 
established a special pro- 
gramme in 19S9 to support 
inter-Arab trade. 


Family, JEA dismayed over Israeli deten tion of Jordanian engineer 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The unex- 
plained Israeli anest of a 
Jordanian citizen last week 
has caused grief and anger 
to his family and the Jor- 
danian Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) is pressing for 
his immediate release. 

Hatem Istanbuli, a Jor- 
danian civil engineer, was 
arrested Dec. 26 by 
Mossad, the Israeli secret 
service, while returning to 
Jordan via the Sheikh Hus- 
sein Bridge subsequent to a 
brief family visit in the 
occupied ierriiories. 

TTie.jEA.'.'tp^ wfuctf'Mjj.' 



Hatem Istanbuli 


and has contacted minis- 
ters, the Embassy of Jordan 
in Tel Aviv, politicians and 
other organisations in their 
attempts to release him, 
said JEA member Mazen 
Rial. 

Thus far, Israeli authori- 
ties have offered no justifi- 
cation for the arrest nor 
have they allowed Mr- 
Istanbuli any contact with 
either his family or legal 
counsel. 

According to Consul of 


the Embassy of Jordan in 
• IsraeLQreAT. •kfeUar., ^raeli 
i law. reserves thp .right,. to 

■ deJampersoqsibr.jiptp.jS. 

■ days.- 

“Until now we do not 
know why Hatem was 
arrested but we are very 
concerned as he has a heart 
condition,” Mr. Istanbul's 
brother Nasser told tbe Jor- 
dan Times Sunday. 

He explained that Hatem 
Istanbul) left Jordan. Dec. 
1 for his visit to Palestine 
after the Israeli Embassy, 
approved his visa. 

“Why did the embassy 
grant him the visa if [they 
deemed him suspect]? It 


seems to me it was a trap,' 


ifc: 


, mam- 


'Both ‘ ‘ family ‘ 7 and 
* members are wdfy“as^Kr 


why Mr. Istanbuli 1 was 
arrested and they offered 
different theories as td why 
the Israelis might detain 
him. 

“Hatem is a liberal, open 
minded man.. .perhaps his 
involvement with the Pop- 
ular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) 
while studying in Romania 
20 years ago could' be relat- 
ed (to his detention),” a rel- 
ative, who requested 
anonymity, speculated. 


“Of course my brother 
was involved with political 
organisations, any ' man 
with a love for his country 
would speak out for his 
land” Nasser Istanbuli 
said. 

Mazen Rial, a member of 
the JEA, voiced frustration 
over what he felt was inac- 
tivity on the part of the Jor- 
danian government push- 
ing for Mr. Istanbulis 
release. 

“We have contacted min- 
isters and called on every- 
one we can but no one has 
offered any answers or 
given any indication that 
any agtion is being effect- 
ed. Why is the government 

not more active?”: 1 He 

■ ■ 

Officials telephoned Sun- 
day by the Jordan Times 
were unavailable for com- 


ment. 

However, “the Embassy 
of Jordan is doing all that 
we can,” Mr. Nahar stated. 

We have spoken with the 
foreign ministry in 
Jerusalem in attempts to 
procure his release and 
informed them of his heart 
condition: there are daily 
attempts at receiving infor- 
mation, all we can do is 


wait and hope they will not 
detain him the full 1 5 days, 
Mr. Nahar said. 

Nasser Istanbuli voiced 
the difficulty in answering 
his nephew’s questions as 
to why the Israelis have 
detained his father. 

“How can I explain this 
to him when he has been 
told that there is peace 
between Jordan and 
Israel?” Nasser Istanbuli 
asked. 

The JEA has voiced 
grave concerns about the 
process of normalisation 
between Jordan and Israel 
and reportedly see this situ- 
ation as a '-alapiin the face; 
of the peace process,” as- 
Mr. Rial asserted. 

“I am not against peace 
with Israel but" against this 
hypocritical so-called 
peace,” he added. 

“The Israelis will bear 
the full responsibility of 
their actions if any harm 
befalls Mr. Istanbuli." 
Consul Nahar concluded. 

Meanwhile, Hatem Istan- 
buli is now enduring his 
12th day of detention in 
Israel without contact with 
his wife, six-year old son, 
or lawyer. 


Minister returns from Saudi Arabia, reports on pilgrimage talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Salam Abba- 
di Sunday returned from a 
visit to Saudi Arabia, stating 
that he finalised arrange- 
ments for Jordanians to per- 
form this year’s pilgrimage 
to Mecca and Medina. 

Issues pertaining to the 


pilgrimage season, expected 
in early April, before the 
Eid Al Adba feast follows 
soon after, were discussed at 
meetings with the Saudi 
officials. Dr. Abbadi report- 
ed. 

Agreement was reached, 
he confirmed, regarding the 
granting of facilities and 


visas to Jordanian pilgrims 
as well as allowing Jordan- 
ian buses to transport pil- 
grims to Mecca and Medina. 

Also derided upon were 
facilities in the two holy 
cities to be granted to offi- 
cial Jordanian medical and 
other missions accompany- 
ing the pilgrims to the holy 


sites, he said. 

■ The ministry will soon 
announce procedures for the 
registration of those who 
desire to embark on the pil- 
grimage and Dr. Abbadi 
affirmed that priority will be 
given to those who are mak- 
ing the pilgrimage for the 
first time. 


The Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic affairs will also 
soon announce plans for hir- 
ing buses to transport the 
pilgrims to Mecca and Med- 
ina. he stated, as well as the 
fares to be paid for trans- 
portation and accommoda- 
tion during the excursion in 
Saudi Arabia. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Finance group 
studies draft law 


AMMAN (Petra) — Par- 
liament’s Finance and 
Economy Committee Sun- 
day reviewed the Compa- 
nies Draft Law. Committee 
Chief Abed Musa Nahar 
said they will finalise the 
draft law as soon as possi- 
ble. Attending the meeting 
was Minister of Trade and 
Industry Ali Abul Ragheb. 


Ministry to take 
part in festival 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Culture will 
take part in the sixth Cairo 
Festival for Plastic Arts to 
be held January 15. Five 
Jordanian artists are sched- 
uled to participate in the 
festival. 


Munir Sobar visits 
Tafileh govemorate 


TAFILEH (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Supply Munir 
Sobar Sunday visiied the 
Tafileh govemorate and 
inspected the food supply 
for Ramadan. 


Royal Wings to commence 
semi-weekly flights to Haifa 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Royal Wings, a sub- 
sidiary of the national 
airline Royal Jordanian 
(RJ). will formally berin 
semi- weekly ’ flights 

between Amman and 
Haifa today, with a 
direct flight from Marka 
airport in East Amman 
to the Israeli port city. 

According to an airline 
announcement, a high- 
level official delegation 
will be on the debut 
flight to Haifa where a 
ceremony will mark the 
occasion. 

Royal Wings has 
already commenced five 
weekly flights between 
Marka airport and Tel 
Aviv. 

Royal Wings was cre- 
ated last year to conduct 
flights to neighbouring 
countries and last 
November signed an 
accord and conducted a 
test flight to Haifa which 
clocked in at 45 minutes, 


10 minutes longer than 
the Amman-Tel Aviv 


route according to its 
Director General Ahed 
Quntar. 

■ Flights between Jordan 


and Israel were launched 
subsequent to the sign- 
ing of a peace treaty 
between the two in 
October of 1994. 

Royal Wings owns two 
50-seater planes and had 
commenced operations 
last March with two 
daily flights between 
Amman and Aqaba and 
a weekly flight to Sharm 
Al Sheikh in Egypt. 

Last May. the airline 
announced plans to com- 
mence flights between 
Amman and Gaza in the 
Palestinian self-rule 
areas and was negotiat- 
ing to add Alexandria in 
Egypt and Tabouq in 
Saudi Arabia to its desti- 
nation list. 

Future plans also 
include operating 
regional flights to 
Beirut. Damascus and 
Lamaka in Cyprus. 

Royal Wings is owned 
by Royal Jordanian with 
a one per cent o wnership 
pertaining to the Royal 
Jordanian Employees 
Savings Fund. 
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4 World News 


Kabul bomb raid by anti-Taleban 
jets ends but danger persists 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 6, 1997 



KABUL (AFP) — A bomb- 
ing raid by anti-Taleban jets 
here Sunday in which four 
Afghans were killed and 15 
wounded has ended, but the 
danger of more casualties 
persists. bomb-disposal 
expens told AFP. 

“Some of the bombs were 
cluster-units, and many live 
(bombs) have been scat- 
tered all over the area." said 
Homayun Farid of the Halo 
Trust Demining Organisa- 
tion. 

A 250-kilogramme clus- 
ter-bomb — ■ of the type 
dropped on Kabul Sunday 
— is designed to explode in 
the air and scatter as many 
as one hundred 2.5-kilo- 
gramme explosive devices 
over a wide area. 

The two jets that attacked 
Kabul were believed to be 
Sukhoi SU-22 bombers 
from forces loyal to north- 
ern warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum. 

The ex-Kabul government 
forces of President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani which were 
pushed out of Kabul Sept. 
27 by the Taleban have been 
joined by Gen. Dostum's 
ethnic Uzbek forces and the 
Shi'ite religious faction of 
Karim Khalili. 

Mr. Farid’s men were 
clearing the deserted Ame- 
rican embassy compound in 
Kabul's Wazir Akbar Khan 
District, where they were 
preparing the demolition of 
10 unexploded devices. 

“Earlier we had picked up 
31 more (bombs) from 
neighbouring areas, when 
the embassy guards called 
us saying a bomb had 
exploded in the grounds." 
Mr. Farid said. 

The Britain-based Halo 


Trust Deminers had collect- 
ed the devices from the 
city's Microrayan Housing 
Estate, and an intersection 
in front of the Public Health 
Ministry where children had 
been playing with them. 

Behind the main U.S. 
embassy building was a 
huge crater believed to have 
been caused by a bomb. No 
structural damage to the 
embassy building or casual- 
ties were reported. 

“While examining the 
crater we discovered cluster 
(bombs) all over the area." 
Mr. Farid said. 

He said a large haul of 
unexploded ordnance lay in 
the U.S. embassy grounds 
— tank and artillery shells, 
rockets and grenades — 
which the Afghan security 
staff had collected over the 
years. 

“You only need a stray 
bullet to set this lot off." 
said Mr. Farid, as his men 
set about removing them for 
demolition. 

A second bomb had ex- 
ploded on a public road 
behind the embassy smash- 
ing a large portion of 
perimeter wall and wreck- 
ing a neighbouring house. 
Two other houses were 
totally destroyed by what 
appeared to "be 250-kilo- 
eramme bombs. 

~ The U.N. World Health 
Organisation office which is 
located next to one of the 
razed private homes was se- 
verely damaged and a U.N. 
jeep was completely 
smashed. 

A team of bomb disposal 
experts from the United 
Nations' demining opera- 
tion in Kabul were seen col- 
lecting the twisted remains 


of bomb-casings from the 
Wazir Akbar Khan area. 

‘Tomorrow we will do a 
battle-area clearance 
search," said Mohammad 
Zahir of Afghan Technical 
Consultants (ATC). 

In addition to demining, 
ATC has a special group 
headed by Mr. Zahir which 
collects unexploded ord- 
nance from suburban areas 
for safe demolition outside 
the capital. 

According to information 
collected from Mr. Farid 
and Mr. Zahir, eight bombs, 
including cluster bombs, 
were dropped on Kabul 
Sunday. 

Many civilian families, as 
well as the Taleban militia 
who control Kabul, were 
seen evacuating their homes 
from the worst-affected 
parts of Wazir Akbar Khan. 

The motive for the bomb- 
ing attack was unclear and 
there was little obvious mil- 
itary advantage to the anti- 
Taleban alliance from the 
raid. 

Meanwhile, Turkey, Iran 
and Pakistan Sunday jointly 
called on the warring sides 
in Afghanistan to declare a 
ceasefire before the holy 
Islamic month of Ramadan 
begins on Jan. 10. 

“A ceasefire should be 
declared in Afghanistan be- 
fore Ramadan." Turkey's 
Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan said in 
reading a communique re- 
leased jointly by Ankara, 
Tehran and Islamabad. 

“The related parties 
should begin negotiations 
for a peaceful end to the 
fighting in Afghanistan 
which threatens regional 
peace.** according to the 


communique issued after a 
meeting between Mr. Er- 
bakan. Iranian Foreign Mi- 
nister Ali Akbar Velayeti 
and Pakistan’s Foreign Mi- 
nister Yaqub Khan. 

“The flow of arms and mi- 
litary equipment to the re- 
gion should be halted with- 
out further delay." it said. 

The joint declaration 
came amid reports of a dev- 
astating bombing raid by 
anti-Taleban jets in Kabul 
which left at least four Af- 
ghans dead and 15 wound- 
ed. 

“Iran, Pakistan and Tur- 
key pledge to do whatever 
they can to help end the 
fighting.’’ the communique 
said, but fell short of an- 
nouncing a concrete move 
by the three countries. 

It called for the preserva- 
tion of Afghanistan's terri- 
torial integrity and said 
there could not be a military 
solution ro the Afghan civil 
war. 

“One single group cannot 
gain control of the whole 
country' because there are 
several sects," Mr. Velayeti 
told reporters. 

Political analysts said al- 
though Turkey. Iran and Pa- 
kistan were in agreement on 
the need for peace, their po- 
sitions still differed re-gard- 
ing relations with the war- 
ring parties. 

Pakistan generally backs 
the Taleban movement, 
while Iran supports smaller 
Shi'ite groups. 

Gen. Gostum, ethnically 
of Turkic origin has Tur- 
key’s indirect support, dip- 
lomatic sources said. An- 
kara last month sent human- 
itarian aid to Gen. Dostum's 
forces. 


Major vows to stay ‘cool, calm and elected’ 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major, 
facing mutiny in his Conser- 
vative Party over Europe 
and rocked by newspaper 
allegations of a new sex 
scandal, said Sunday his 
New Year resolution was to 
>U\ "ami. calm and elect- 
ed." 

Opening his 1997 bid to 
win i he general election he 
must .*; tl by May. ihe prime 
mini .icr xo’wcd To campaign 
on substantive issues and 
open up “clear blue water” 
between the Conservatives 
ami ihe opposition Labour 
Party. 

Despite trailing Labour by 
20 points in most opinion 
polls. Mr. Major said voters 
would decide that the Bri- 
tish economy was in better 
shape than anywhere in Eu- 
rope. 

A vote for Labour, out of 
office since Margaret That- 
ch. became prime minister 
in 197^ and launched a 
Conservative revolution, 
would amount to a “leap in 
the dark." Mr. Major said in 


a BBC Television interview 
with Sir David Frost. 

Mr. Major said: “Clearly 
we are outperforming Eu- 
rope... Prospects for pros- 
perity in the future are very 
good." 

He insisted he would not 
bow to “Eurosceptics" in 
the Conservative Party by 
ruling out joining a single 
European currency in the 
first wave in 1999 as this 
would throw away Britain's 
leverage at negotiations. 

“I don't think we should 
throw away that leverage." 
he said. “We need to be 
there, arguing our case.” 

Mr. Major dismissed sug- 
gestions that he would stand 
down from leadership of the 
Conservative Party, saying 
T have given no thought to 
retirement.'* 

Asked for his New Year's 
resolution, he said: “1 will 
stay cool, calm and elect- 
ed" 

Mr, Major promised to get 
closer to the people once the 
general election campaign 
opens officially, indicating a 


repeat of the "soap box" 
tactic widely seen as having 
enabled him to snatch the 
1992 election at rhe last 
moment... 

“I will be seeking much 
more direct contact with the 
public when l am out and 
about in the country.” Mr. 
Major said. His impromptu 
speeches from a soap box to 
small groups of voters are 
thought to have turned the 
tide for him five years ago. 

"We are going to concen- 
trate on the issues but what 
the other parties decide to 
do is a matter for them. If 
they choose to operate from 
the gutter that is a matter for 
them." 

Mr. Major described sec- 
ret talks between the main 
opposition Labour Party 
and the minority Liberal 
Democrats about devolution 
in Scotland and changing 
the voting system to propor- 
tional representation as 
“profoundly dangerous." 

He said Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats were 
seeking to nerrvmander the 


constitution. 

On tax. Mr. Major said 
Labour's instinct was to 
raise taxes. 

"Their first instinct is to 
spend. The instinct of the 
Labour Party is different 
from the Tories (Conserva- 
tives). 

"So whatever individual 
polls may say the reality is 
that it is deep in die instincts 
of the Labour Party.” 

Mr. Major refused to be 
drawn into the latest row 
involving a Conservative 
member of parliament ac- 
cused of homosexuality. 

MP Jerry Hayes Saturday 
denied 'allegations in a 
tabloid newspaper that he 
had a 16-month affair with a 
teenage male researcher in 
the House of Commons. 

Mr. Major said: "l don't 
know the truth of the story. 
The story has been denied 
and the matter has been put 
in the hands of lawyers. So I 
think it would be prudent to 
say no more about that.” 


Press freedom at risk worldwide, media body says 


VIENNA (R) — Some 3S journalists were murdered in the 
pursuit of their work in 1996 in a year that witnessed press 
freedom under graver threat than ever before, an interna- 
tional media body said Sunday. 

The Vienna -hosed International Press Institute (IPI) said 
in its 1996 World Press Freedom Review, a survey of near- 
ly 150 countries, that reporters faced the greatest danger in 
Africa and the Middle East, while countries emerging from 
totalitarian Communist rule were fulling back, into old 
habits. 

In Europe, the IPI accused Croatia and Serbia of quashing 
criticism in the media and singled out Bulgaria, Romania 
and Slovakia tor paying scant attention to the rights of the 
press. 

The Dayton Peace Accord in 1995 not only halted four 
years of war in former Yugoslavia but also laid down a con- 
dition that press freedom should be established and respect- 
ed. it said. 

“Such a condition has not been merely broken, but 
smashed lo smithereens. The Croatian and Serbian leaders 
have crushed virtually ail critical voices " stud the 1PL a 
network of editors and publishers representing media in S8 
countries. 

Serbian slate-run television and radio have made no men- 
tion of six weeks of protests against the annulment of oppo- 
sition victories in local elections in November, the IPI said. 

“The only independent radio station in Belgrade, B92. 
was repeatedly jammed, then dosed altogether before final- 
ly being reopened.” the report said. 

Albania's general election in May, widely regarded as 
fraudulent, was accompanied by the violent repression of 
the opposition and the beating of reporters, the report said. 

At least seven journal isis were assassinated in Russia in 
1 996, and one each in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

Journalists worldwide were also being intimidated by 
drug traffickers and crime gangs, the rPI said, 

“The murder of Ireland's leading investigative reporter, 
Veronica Guerin, on June 26 was a chilling reminder that 
such killings occur in societies which...are free.” the report 
said. Guerin had covered the activities of the Dublin under- 
w orld. 

But the darkest cloud hung over Algeria, where 1 1 jour- 
nalists were killed in 1996. 

Reporters arc “trying lo walk the tightrope between gov- 


ernment censorship and the murderous attempts of the 
Muslim extremists to silence them," the IPI said. 

More journalists had been jailed in Ethiopia than any- 
where else in Africa, while many were in detention in 
Nigeria, it said. Reporters in Rwanda. Burundi and Zaire 
were under enormous picture to take sides in the Hutu- 
Tutsi conflict. 

In the Middle East, the IPI said press freedom remained a 
rare commodity'. It recalled the death in Iran on Nov. 1 1 of 
writer Gbaffar Hosseini, who according to the authorities 
died of 3 heart attack but according to his friends had no 
history of heart trouble. 

He and journalist Fanij Sarkuhi. who mysteriously van- 
ished last November, had been signatories to a 1994 decla- 
ration calling for an end to censorship in Iran. 

In Turkey, dozens of journalists and writers were arrested 
and jailed in 1996. the IPI said. Amnesty International has 
described Turkey as “one of the world's most dangerous 
countries in which to pursue a career in journalism.” 

One bright spot in the Gulf in 1996 was Qatar, where ruler 
Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Than! not only abolished 
censorship but has begun speaking frequently to the press, 
the IPI said. 

In China, the leadership made clear in 1996 that the 
media’s role was to support the state. 

“As Beijing toughens its approach to its own press, there 
are the most rational grounds for fearing for the fate of 
those Hong Kong journalists who strive to report freely and 
objectively after the British colony reverts to Chinese rule 
in June 1997.” the report said. 

Burmese authorities impeded access to the press by oppo- 
sition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and journalists are punished 
for criticising the military government, the report said. 

South America saw fewer deaths bur Mexico was becom- 
ing increasingly hazardous with cases of reporters shot, kid- 
napped, or otherwise intimidated by the government or 
individuals. 

In a call for greater vigilance worldwide, the IPI said even 
in a tolerant society as Sweden journalists were at risk. 
Three Swedish reporters were forced into hiding this year 
after threats from bike gangs whose activities they were 
covering. 



mm 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin holds talks with German Chancellor Helmut Kohl at 
the ‘Rus’ hunting lodge in Zavidovo, some 100 kilometres west of Moscow Saturday. 
Mr. Kohl who regards himself as a personal friend of Mr. Yeltsin is the first Western 
leader to meet the 65-year-old Russian president since he onderwent surgery (Reuter 
photo) 

N. Ireland back on brink; 
Major begs for restraint 


DUBLIN (R) — Northern 
Ireland edged closer to re- 
newed tit-for-tat violence 
Sunday afte~ pro-British lo- 
yalist guerrillas threatened 
to end a two-year truce and 
avenge a new campaign by 
their pro-Irisb IRA guerrilla 
foes. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major, a driving force 
behind a peace initiative 
which gave the province a 
brief respite from 27 years 
of sectarian and political 
war, urged the loyalists not 
to end their truce by and 
retaliating against IRA 
attacks. 

“Don't don’t don't” he 
urged in a television inter- 
view after politicians close 
to loyalist guerrillas said the 
ceasefire was under strain 
from gunmen who want to 
avenge IRA violence. 

Mr. Major argued that the 
IRA. which seeks to end 
British rule to reunite the 
province with Ireland, had 
isolated . itself by ajjaijdon- 
ing its own 17-morith truce 
last February. ’ 

“At the moment the IRA 
have isolated themselves by 
their own wickedness and 
their own violence. The loy- 
alists should not use that as 
an excuse for equal wicked- 
ness and violence.” he said. 

But Northern Ireland 
police and security chiefs 
said they feared the 
province was poised for a 
return to the retaliatory con- 
flict which killed 3,200 in 
27 years because of sabre 
rattling by loyalists, who 
want the province to remain 
British. 


The combined loyalist mi- 
litary command, the um- 
brella organisation which 
groups the two main loyalist 
guerrilla groups, has issued 
no statement on the status of 
the ceasefire its activists 
declared in October 1994. 

But a “senior loyalist 
source" told the Irish Times 
that if the latest IRA cam- 
paign killed anyone, loyal- 
ists would avenge the attack 
“big time." 

The IRA killed one British 
soldier and injured 30 when 
it bombed Britain's Nor- 
thern Ireland Army Head- 
quarters last October and 
abandoned a huge car bomb 
in Belfast last week when 
tight security prevented the 
guerrillas teaching the city 
centre. 

The outlawed Ulster Free- 
dom Fighters and Ulster 
Volunteer Force killed hun- 
dreds of the 40 per cent 
Catholic minority from 
which the IRA draws sup- 
port' until its 1994 truce. 

The guerrillas have offi- 
cially maintained their truce 
since the IRA went back to 
war last year to protest 
against British and Irish 
demands that they agree to 
disarm to earn their political 
wing, Sinn Fein, a sear at 
Belfast peace talks. 

Sinn Fein is excluded 
from the negotiations until 
the IRA calls a complete 
halt to its campaign of 
attacks on local police. 
British soldiers and high- 
profile security targets. 

The loyalist truce has 
allowed their political 
spokesmen to take part in 


the peace talks, which re- 
sume on Jan. 13 but which 
are not expected to make 
any headway towards a last- 
ing settlement until after a 
British general election due 
by May. 

Sinn Fein is expected to. 
contest the elections in an 
attempt to show that it has 
considerable popular back- 
ing for its demand that 
Britain withdraw from the 
province. 

Its leaders have written to 
the main Irish Nationalist 
Party, the Social Democ- 
ratic and Labour Party 
(SDLP) suggesting an elec- 
toral pact to win the maxi- 
mum number of seats for 
their spokesmen in the 
British parliament. 

But SDLP leader John 
Hume, who has tried to bro- 
ker a new IRA ceasefire, 
said in a weekend newspa- 
per article that he would not 
agree to any pact until the 
IRA called a ceasefire and 
Sinn Fein ended a policy of 
boycotting the British par- . 
liamenL 

He said in the Irish In- 
dependent that the SDLP, 
which has four seats in the 
British assembly against 
nine held by pro-British 
Unionists, could increase its 
representation to seven or 
eight if it agreed a pact with 
Sinn Fein. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams won a place in the 
British parliament in 1983 
but party policy is not to 
take up the seat becaue it 
would entail allegiance to 
Britain. 


France says 10 rebels killed, 30 
held in Central African capital 


PARIS (R) — French troops 
killed 10 rebels and cap- 
tured 30 in the Central 
.African Republic Sunday as 
they struck back against 
army mutineers who had 
killed two of their officers 
trying to mediate, the gov- 
ernment said. 

A Defence Ministry 
spokesman said French 
troops seized several wea- 
pons including AK-47 as- 
sault rifles, raachineguns 
and RPG rockets in the ope- 
ration, saying no more ac- 
tions were planned for Sun- 
day. 


A French military spokes- 
man in Bangui described 
the operation as one of self- 
defence following Satur- 
day’s killing of two French 
officers while they were on 
an inspection visit with a 
multinational mediation 
team, and associated 
attacks. 

Witnesses said French 
helicopter gunships fired on 
mutineers’ command posts 
in Kassai army camp and 
other areas of the city under 
rebel control during an 
operation which began in 
the middle of the nighL 


Earlier, a spokesman for 
the mutineers said three of 
their number had been 
killed in the operation as 
well as seven civilians, in- 
cluding children, around 
rebel headquarters in the 
populous southern district 
of Petevo. 

The Central African Re- 
public is in the grip of its 
third army revolt within a 
year. French troops, in the 
country under a defence 
pact, intervened to keep 
President Ange-Felix Pa- 
tasse in power during the 
second revolt in Mav. 


S. Korea’s union group delays strike 


SEOLTL (R) — South Ko- 
rea's outlawed Korea Con- 
federation of Trade Unions 
(KFTU) said Sunday it 
would delay strikes by some 
public-sector union workers 
to minimi se inconvenience 
to the public. 

The confederation had 
said earlier that unions at 
state-run corporations, the 
subway, hospitals and 
broadcasting companies 
would join in strikes from 
Tuesday. 

However KFTU spokes- 
man Kim Yoo-Sun said: 
“We decided to postpone 
strikes at subways, the 
state-run Korea Telecom 
and the Korea Mint Corp. 
Our enemy is the Kim 
Young-Sam government 
and nor (the) people." 

Thousands of unionised 
workers staged rallies in big 
cities including Seoul and 
Pusan to back their demand 


for the repeal of a contro- 
versial labour law which 
gives employers the right to 
lay off employees, hire tem- 
porary workers and replace 
strikers. 

Witnesses said the num- 
ber of protesters had 
dropped sharply from Sa- 
turday when about 5.000 
gathered in Seoul alone. 

About 200 unions at the 
nation's major car makers, 
ship builders and secondary 
financial institutions, repre- 
senting 230,000 members, 
will go on strike from 
Monday morning as sched- 
uled. the confederation said. 

“From Tuesday, workers 
at hospitals and broadcast- 
ing companies will join in 
the work stoppage." said 
Mr. Kira. 

The confederation and the 
nation’s largest union group 
Federation of Korea Trade 
Unions (FKTU) said thev 


would escalate industrial 
action until the government 
repeals the law. 

The government argues 
that changes in the law 
would benefit unions and 
employers by creating a 
more flexible labour mar- 
ket. 

The two umbrella union 
groups between them claim 
a total membership of 1.7 
million in most of South 
Korea's major industries 
and public-sector services. 

Nationwide strikes erupt- 
ed on Dec. 26 after the rul- 
ing New Korea Party 
pushed through the new 
labour law during a clandes- 
tine session of parliament. 

The stoppages, which hit 
car and ship production, 
hospitals and subways, 
were suspended until after 
the new year holidays in a 
goodwill gesture to the pub- 
lic. 


Kohl sees 
NATO deal 
with Yeltsin 
this year 

MOSCOW (R) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and Russian President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin, back in the 
Kremlin after his heart 
operation, launched Eu- 
rope's new diplomatic year 
Saturday with a call for an 
end to quarrels over NATO 
in 1997. 

Mr. Kohl, who enjoys a 
-warm special relationship 
with the Russian leader, 
sounded an upbeat note 
after becoming the first in a 
queue of Western leaders 
aiming to meet Mr. Yeltsin 
after being frustrated by 
Moscow's apparent policy 
drift for much of 1996. 

"We're glad to see you,” 
the chancellor was quoted 
by Russian news agencies 
as telling the 65-year-old 
Yeltsin. 

“It’s very important that 
you are back in the Krem- 
lin." 

Mr. Yeltsin had to fight 
off a Communist threat in 
July's presidential election 
and then promptly fell ill. 
He returned to work two 
weeks ago after a heart 
bypass operation on Nov. 
5. 

His Western partners now 
hope he can start sorting 
out the bitter dispute over 
NATO which has soured 
East- West relations. 

Moscow has vehemently 
opposed the West's plans to 
allow former Soviet-bloc 
states in Eastern Europe to 
join the Atlantic defence 
alliance, seeing it as 3 
threat to its own security 
and as a Hu miliatin g confir- 
mation of its loss of super- 
powerstatus. 

NATO invitations could 
go out to Poland, Hungary 
or the Czech Republic as 
early as July. Lacking the 
diplomatic sway, to veto the . 
expansion, Russian mih/s-, 
tors and officials have 
adopted a confusing mix of 
tough and conciliatory lan- 
guage. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who still 
looked tired when he met 
Mr. Kohl for three hours of 
talks at the Rus Hunting 
Lodge outside Moscow, 
gave no indication of any 
major breakthrough Satur- 
day. 

"We ought a settlement 
of this issue. We agreed to 
continue discussion in the 
future on the theme ‘Russia 
and NATO'," Kremlin 
spokesman Sergei Yastr- 
zherabsky quoted him as 
saying. 

Mr. Kohl, whose invita- 
tion to Germany in April 
was accepted, sounded 
more upbeat at a news con- 
ference before flying 
home. 

“There are still some dif- 
ferences of opinion ” he 
said. “But we evaluated a 
couple of ideas which I will 
discuss with my NATO 
colleagues over the next 
couple of days on the tele- 
phone. 

“I think that this year we 
will find a rational solution 
which will make NATO 
enlargement possible with- 
out creating new dividing 
lines and which will at the 
same time respect the secu- 
rity interests of all partners 
concerned. 

“The mistrust from the 
era of the cold war must 
go. I see a good chance and 
this chance has to be taken 
up now and in the coming 
months," he added, saying 
it would need much negoti- 
ation. 

Those talks will add to 
Mr. Yeltsin's mounting 
schedule of travel and mee- 
tings in the next few 
months. 

He accepted an invitation 
to Germany in April and. at 
Mr. Kohl's suggestion, will 
have talks in the Hague on 
Feb. 4 with the current Eu- 
ropean Union president, 
Dutch Prime Minister Wim 
Kok. 

Mr. Yeltsin, whom Mr. 
Kohl described as alert and 
energetic but still needing 
to take things easy after bts 
operation, plans to wel- 
come French President 
Jacques Chirac later this 
month and British Prime 
Minister John Major at a 
later date. 
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and then j claimed at least six more 

He nrtunuM i.'lV lives 'in Britain, Ireland, 


A man dears his car of snow in the south eastern French town of Lyon Sanday. France enters its second week of 
Siberian weather and forecasters said the cold was likely to worsen next week (Renter photo) 
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v man died after crashing 
' . j through the thin ice of a 
. .I-.;, lake near Gort, in County 
■ Galway, while trying to res- 
. cue his dog. 

Similar incidents have 
... claimed the lives of three 
. . II dog lovers in Britain in the 
past week. Ironically, the 
,T dbg survived in each case. 
V" Police iri Britain have 
rfl^'a patriCdiAT hppdal td 
keep th^t? 
... r :6 , on , 'tf ‘iUafik and awW 
firom frozen waterways. ' t,r ' 


Temperatures were less 
cold overnight Saturday, the 
*’ : lowest being . .minus two 
' : degrees Celsfus 128 degrees 
~ Fahrenheit), as against a 
low of minus 12(10 degrees 
Fahrenheit) the previous 


night. 

Ln Switzerland, freezing 
rain was blamed for a head- 
on collision Sunday bet- 
ween two cars on the Lau- 
sanne-Bern Highway that 
killed two women, aged 68 
and 28, police said. 

ln Spain, a French loiry 
driver was killed early Sun- 
day in the northern Burgos 
province after his truck slid 
out of control on an icy 
road. 

The accident happened in 
the same area where three 
people were killed Friday in 
a car crash caused by heavy 
snow on the road. 

The freezing weather is 
believed responsible for the 
deaths of at least 16 people 
in Spain since last week. 

The capital Madrid was 
hit by heavy snowfalls early 
Sunday and the authorities 
advised against road travel 
in the region. 

iHeavy 1 snowfalls across ' 
Spain have cut off hundreds 
of people in a number of 
isolated villages in Galicia 
in the. northwest. Leon in 
the centre and Asturias in 
the north, while Andalusia 
has been hit by flooding 
after the region's heaviest 
rains in a century fell last 
month. 


In Germany, a man in his 
50s who had been missing 
for several days was found 
dead Saturday ai Magde- 
bourg. in the east of the 
country, police said. His 
deaih brought to 42 the 
number of cold-linked fatal- 
ities in Germany. 

Rescue services mean- 
while used a helicopter to 
pluck three stranded men 
from a chunk of ice in a bay 
on the North Sea near Wil- 
helmsbaven. in the north- 
west, police added. 

At Frankfurt Airport, Ger- 
many's largest, some 30 
flights were affected by the 
cold. 

In France, transport au- 
thorities said heavy snow- 
falls in Auvergne in central 
France made driving condi- 
tions treacherous. 

In Paris, a spokesman for 
the National Road Travel 
Information Centre, Jacques 
Chretien, said driving con-, 
ditions were .^tfrlpciJlt .^t 
not impossible.” " 

The authorities urged road 
users “to adapt to the weath- 
er conditions and not to 
exceed 50-60 kilometres an 
hour.” 

Authorities in Mediterra- 
nean port city of Marseilles 
•called on motorists to defer 


travel Sunday due to heavy 
snowfalls. 

French railways SNCF 
has meanwhile warned of 
disruptions due to the wea- 
ther and major delays in the 
southwest. 

The delays are affecting 
thousands of .French holi- 
daymakers returning from 
Christmas holidays in die 
Alps. 

Around 7.000 households 
in the lot region of south- 
western France have been 
without electricity due to 
the weather, authorities in 
Toulouse said. 

Some 150 people shel- 
tered in emergency accom- 
modation overnight after 
they had to abandon their 
vehicles on' snowbound 
roads. They were put up in a 
youth hostel, a hospital and 
hotels in the Cahors area. 

Portugal has been largely 
spared the weather-borne 
chaos, being experienced 
elsewjisre', .While some sec- . 
ondary roads were closed 
due to heavy snowfalls in 
the mountainous centre, 
Lisbon basked in bright 
sunshine where tempera- 
tures reached 12 degrees 
Celsius early Sunday. 

In Faro, in the south, it 
was 15 degrees Celsius. 


Clinton declares disaster in flood-hit California 




SAN FRANCISCO (R) — President Bill Clinton declared 
r ~ a major disaster in California and Idaho Saturday as the 
western United States reeled from storms and floods that 
have killed at least 20 people and forced 100,000 from tbeir 
■'^-bcHRes. 

f Officials said more than 1 .000 homes were under water in 
' Mitral California and 450 more north of Sacramento. 
' Preliminary flood damage estimates from six northern and 
central California counties — just a small proportion of 
those affected — exceeded S50 million, officials said. 

“Our thoughts and prayers are with those who have lost 

- loved ones or their homes and businesses in these terrible 
floods” Mr. Clinton said in a statement released during his 
vacation in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

His disaster declaration makes federal aid available to 
flood victims and local governments in 13 Idaho counties 
; and 37 California counties. Nevada, Oregon arid Washing- 
ton state have also been hard hit in the last 10 days by pow- 
erful storms that caused widespread floods, mudslides and 
power outages. 

- The storms are estimated to have caused hundreds of mil- 
■ lions of dollars of property damage and were blamed for the 

deaths of at least 20 people, most killed by drowning, by 
. felling- trees or in traffic accidents. 

Dry weather across most of the west Saturday allowed 
.1 flood waters to recede and let evacuees return to dean up 
■j and and debris in northern Nevada and northern 
California’s wine country. 

But the California Office of Emergency Services said 
®ore than 1.000 homes were under water in Stanislaus 
I count)' in the stare's fertile central valley where the Tuo- 
feame River reached a record 14 feet (4.2 metres) above 
flood srage. 

Up tp 3,000 people were evacuated from the Modesto 
V ana of the county, which suffered its worst flooding in 40 
^ years, but about 150 families were allowed to return later. 
California Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman toured 
flooded central valley areas by helicopter but said it would 


be difficult to assess farmland damage until water recedes. 

'In all, about 100,000 Californians remained evacuated, 
most of them from four towns north of Sacramento where 
the surging Feather River broke through a levee, flooding 
some 450 homes and 52 square kilometres of farmland, 
officials said. 

Only the roofs of dozens of homes were visible amid the 
murky brown water that stretched as far as the eye could 
see. Families and pets stranded on the roofs of houses were 
pulled to safety in daring helicopter rescues. Thousands of 
bored and anxious evacuees took refuge in Red Cross shel- 
ters.. 

An act of nature brought good news to emergency offi- 
cials anxiously watching the sea of muddy water spread 
toward the outskirts of the small towns of Olivehurst and 
West Linda. 80 kilometres north of Sacramento. 

The floodwater built up on the wrong side of a levee that 
was holding back another river and the pressure broke that 
levee, channelling the water into the river. The floodwater 
stopped advancing and stabilised. 

“It's a definite improvement for us. Our floodwater has 
stopped advancing,” Bill Harris, a spokesman for Yuba 
County Office of Emergency Services, said. “It’s doing us 
a favour.” • 

While there were no human casualties, a lot of livestock 
was lost in the flood. Mr. Harris said. A team from the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals helped 
rescue animals and pets while local people led horses and 
sheep to safety. 

In Reno. Nevada, cleanup was under way after the 
Truckee River burst its banks this week, pouring muddy 
water through the downtown area and forcing some casinos 
to close. 

Cooler, drier weather brought relief to Washington and 
Oregon, pounded by more than a week of snow and heavy 
rain. ‘Things are gening better,” KeD Keim, of the Oregon 
Emergency Management Division said. “The water is going 
down slowly.' 


2 white miners arrested after S. African blasts 
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JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African police have 
ar rested two white men in 
connection with Sunday's 
jtoee bomb blasts near jo- 
“annesburg. the second in- 
in "two weeks in- 
volving attacks by suspect- 
et Jwhiie rightwingers. 

The explosions at a 
post office and 
occurred around mid- 
ar and around the 
jjservative town of Rus- 
in north west 

•Won. 

black men sleeping . 
JJvie mosque were slightly 
Jjj* in the explosion, 
stopped the 
True’s clock at exactly 
- minutes past one Sun- 


day rooming. 

“T woke up (and) thought 
it is an earthquake.” said 
Moemin Isaac Ibrahim, 
speaking from his hospital 
bed where he was being 
treated for a leg wound. He 
said he was from the Sudan 
on a visit to South Africa. 

Two white mine workers 
were arrested in connection 
with the blasts at a road- 
block outside the small 
platinum mining town of 
Mooi Nooi Sunday mom- 
ing. 

Police captain Belinda 
Kleynhans said Christiaan 
Harmse. 26. and Pierre Ja- 
cobs. 32, were taken to 
court after their arrests. 

Their case was postponed 


to Jan. 10. They were 
refused bail by the court 
and would be kept in cus- 
tody, she said. 

Explosives materials 
were allegedly found in the 
car they were driving and 
at one of the men's homes. 
Ms. Kleynhans said. They 
were in a car similar to one 
seen outside the mosque 
before the bomb went off.' 
and at the shop blast. 

The countiy's Muslim 
Judicial Council president, 
Nazeem Mohammad, told 
state radio the council 
would meet later Sunday to 
plan strong action in reply 
to the mosque attack. 

“We will have to retaliate 
in a manner that will make 


the country know that acts 
of such a nature are not 
only unwanted but are 
something that call for the 
condemnation of all the 
people of the country,” Mr. 
Mohammad said. 

Police said they were 
investigating ties between 
the north west blasts and a 
Christmas Eve bombing 
that killed four people in a 
town 90 kilometres north- 
east of Cape Town. 

An unknown w'hite right- 
wing group called the 
Boere Attack Troop (BAT) 
has claimed resposibility 
for the twin pipe bomb 
attack at a supermarket and 
pharmacy in Worcester. 


Jordan limes, Monday, January 6, 1997 


Serbian opposition tests 
new method of protest 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Protest leaders 
called on supporters to 
drive their cars downtown 
to create a pro-democracy 
traffic jam Sunday in an 
effort to frustrate police 
who have blocked mar- 
chers, citing traffic con- 
cerns. 

A leading opposition par- 
ty challenged tiie president 
of Yugoslavia, Zoran Lilic, 
to explain why a large force 
of riot police had been 
deployed. 

The Democratic Party 
said in a letter Sunday that 
the right to freedom of 
movement and association 
can be restricted only when 
police are searching for a 
suspect or preventing the 
spread of contagious dis- 
eases, or when the country 
is under attack. 

The opposition has vowed 
to keep up its daily protests 
— the fiercest challenge yet 


to Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic. 

‘There will be no quitting . 

till our victory 1 is con- 
firmed,” opposition leader 
Zoran Djindjic told about 
40, 0(X) demonstrators Sa- 
turday. The protests, now in 
their sixth week, were 
sparked by the’ govern- 
ment’s annulment of local 
elections in more than a 
dozen cities the opposition 
won. 

International fact-finders 
from the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe reported Dec. 27 
that the Serbian opposition 
had won local elections in 
Belgrade and 13 other 
cities. 

Mr. Milosevic’s close 
aide. Yugoslav Foreign Mi- 
nister Milan Milutinovic, 
later acknowledged that the 
opposition won nine of 16 
district boards in Belgrade. 
Bui he said nothing about 


the more important Bel- 
grade City Council, which 
is elected separately. 

The OSCE report con- 
firmed the opposition victo- 
ry in the Belgrade City 
Council, OSCE spokeswo- 
man Melissa Fleming told 
the Associated Press Satur- 
day by telephone from 
Vienna. Austria. 

The, mayor of Belgrade, 
an ally of Mr. Milosevic, 
reportedly resigned in pro- 
test over the Serbian lea- 
der's refusal to concede 
electoral defeat in the capi- 
tal. 

The departure of Mayor 
Nebojsa Covic, reported in 
Belgrade newspapers Satur- 
day. could not be con- 
firmed. .If true, it would 
mark the first major defec- 
tion from the core of the 
president’s Socialist Party. 

Two independent newspa- 
pers, Nasa Borba and Dnev- 
ni Telegraf, reported that 


Mr. Covic decided Friday ro 
leave office Saturday. Mr. 
Covic's office was closed 
Saturday and he could not 
be reached to confirm the 
reports.- 

Mr. Milosevic’s regime 
remained defiant Saturday. 
Election officials in Nis, 
Serbia’s second -largest city, 
ordered a repeat of the Nov. 
17 vote. Opposition leaders 
who assert they won the 
election said they would 
boycott. 

“There is no way that 
we'll take part in any new 
elections. We have won. 
and that's it," said Zoran 
Zivkovic, an opposition 
leader in Nis. 

Mr. Zivkovic warned that 
unless Mr. Milosevic con- 
cedes by Tuesday, tens of 
thousands of Nis residents 
would go ro Belgrade next 
week and march to the pres- 
ident's home. 


Russian 
Interior 
Ministry 
troops quit 
Chechenya 

MOSCOW (R) — All 
Russia’s Interior Ministry 
troops have left the rebel 
region of Chechenya, but 
some Defence Ministry 
units remain, officials said 
Sunday. 

Lieutenant-General Pa- 
vel Maslov, chief of staff of 
the Interior Ministry 
troops, told RIA news age- 
ncy the withdrawal, or- 
dered by President Boris 
Yeltsin, had gone, ahead 
“aptictly^according to planT 
and "without 'incident.*'. 

He did not say when the 
pullout had been complet- 
ed in the RIA report, which 
was confirmed by the min- 
istry. 

A spokesman for the De- 
fence Ministry said by tele- 
phone some army units 
were still in Chechenya 
and could not say exactly 
when they would leave. 

In November. Mr. Yeltsin 
ordered all Russian troops, 
both from the defence and 
interior ministries, to leave 
Chechenya to clear the way 
for general elections there 
scheduled for Jan. 27. 

There have been conflict- 
ing reports over the dead- 
line for the withdrawal but 
an . Interior Ministry 
spokesman said Gen. Mas- 
lov, was directly in charge 
of operations and bad up- 
to-the-minute information. 

Gen. Maslov told RIA 
the confusion had been 
intentional and dictated by 
the need “ro avoid possible 
provocations.” He added 
that all the troops' equip- 
ment had also been with- 
drawn. 


Indonesian 
tribes agree 
to end rioting 

JAKARTA (R) — Rival 
groups involved in tribal 
rioting in Indonesia's West 
Kalimantan province have 
agreed to end the distur- 
bance, the Republika 
newspaper reported Sun- 
day. 

It quoted Kalimantan's 
military commander 
Major-General Namuri 
Anoero as telling the paper 
Saturday the rival parties, 
whom he did not name, 
agreed to sign a peace 
charter Sunday to end the 
rioting in which five peo- 
ple were killed. 

Republika said the char : 
ter would be signed by the 
local customary and com- 
munity leaders and govern- 
ment officials. It gave no 
other details and police and 
military officials declined 
comment. 

The riot was sparked last 
Monday by a brawl 
between two groups of 
youths over a woman dur- 
ing a concert in Sanggau 
Ledo district. 


Mobutu, Moi to discuss Zaire crisis 


HARARE (R) — Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap Moi 
flies to Zaire Monday for a 
meeting with President 
Mobutu Sese Seko to dis- 
cuss the continuing crisis 
in the Great Lakes region. 
Kenyan Foreign Minister 
Stephen Musyoka said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Musyoka said the 
meeting at Mr. Mobutu's 
jungle palace of Gbadolite 
was a follow-up to last 
December's Nairobi sum- 
mit of 10 African leaders, 
boycotted by Kinshasa, 
which discussed the dete- 
riorating situation in cen- 
tral Africa after ethnic 
Tutsi rebels seized control 
of eastern Zaire. 

“My president's mission 
will be aimed at communi- 
cating the decisions of the 
Nairobi summit' io.Piesi- 
dent Mobutu/’ .Mr. Mu- 
syoka told Reuters. 

Mr. Musyoka, who was 
in Harare for a Zimbabwe- 
Kenya Joint Commission 
meeting to look at ways of 
promoting trade between 
the two countries, said 
Monday’s meeting was at 
Mr. Mobutu’s invitation. 

He said Mr. Mobutu had 
also invited South Africa's 
Nelson Mandela, Zimbab- 
we’s Robert Mugabe and 
Cameroonian President 
and Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity Chairman Paul 
Biya to Gbadolite. 

But Zimbabwean offi- 
cials said Mr. Mugabe 
could not make it due to a 
prior commitment and Mr. 
Musyoka said it was un- 
clear whether Mr. Biya 
and Mr. Mandela would 
attend. 

He denied suggestions 
that the meeting was 
aimed at patching up 
strained relations between 
Nairobi and Kinshasa fol- 
lowing accusations by 
Zaire thai the December 


summit was organised by 
English-speaking African 
countries to destabilise it. 

“There’s no tension at all 
between us. Those re- 
marks by the (Zairean.) 
information minister were 
due to misunderstanding 
of the Nairobi summit, 
Mr. Musyoka said. 

He saici Mr. Arap Moi, 
Mr. Mandela, Mr. Mugabe 
and Mr. Biya were tasked 
by the Nairobi summit to 
secure an early meeting 
with Mr. Mobutu to dis- 
cuss ways of resolving the 
Central African crisis. 

“The intention of my 
president is to brief his 
colleagues as soon as he 
comes back from 
Gbadolite,” Mr. Musyoka 
said. 

On what Kenya expected 
to come out. of Monday’s 
meeting, he, said:. “In Af- 
rica. when' a neighbour’s 
house is on fire you do 
what you can to assist to 
put it oul But the issues in 
Zaire are intricate... We 
have to continue to respect 
Zaire’s territorial integrity. 
That is very important 

“President Arap Moi will 
not be expected to go to 
Zaire and lecture them on 
their internal situation. It 
must be the Zairoises who 
must take leadership in 
resolving their problems. 
This is an internal matter 
and they must help us to 
resolve the situation which 
has spilt over into the 
region,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Zaire’s radi- 
cal opposition said it no 
longer considered Presi- 
dent Mobutu head of state 
and that it rejected new 
bank notes due to be 
released on the market 
Monday. 

The president of the 
Sacred Union (IJSOR ) 
radical opposition 

announced the decision at 


a meeting Saturday at the 
headquarters of Etienne 
Tshisekedi’s Union of De- 
mocracy and Social Prog- 
ress (UDPS) part)', its lea- 
ding member. 

“The USOR... has taken 
the solemn decision no 
longer to recognise Mr. 
Mobutu as head of state 
and guarantor of the na- 
tion,” Mputu Ndibwe said. 
Some 200 USOR militants 
attended. 

Mr. Mputu said a wide- 
ranging campaign of civil 
disobedience would begin 
this month ro end Mr. Mo- 
butu’s 31-year rule, adding 
that militants must be pre- 
pared to shed their blood 
to end dictatorship in 
Zaire. , 

Mr. Mputu ’ called thej. 
new bank notes a “poi- 
soned present" and infla- 
tionaiy and said people 
would do better not to use 
them. 

The Central Bank says 
demand within the mone- 
tary system makes the 
issue of the new 100,000 
zaire, 500,000 zaire and 
one million zaire notes 
necessaiy. 

The announcement also 
follows a government dec- 
laration that it is ready to 
provide unpaid soldiers 
with resources to combat 
rebels who have seized 
territory in eastern Zaire. 

Riots broke out in 1992 
during an opposition-led 
boycott of new banknotes, 
including a five million 
zaire unit. The notes now 
in circulation were issued 
a year later when Zaire 
launched an economic 
reform programme. 
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Saving the peace 

DESPITE THE repeated assertions that an agree- 
ment on Israeli troops redeployment from Hebron 
is within reach, all indications are that the 
Palestinians and Israel still have major differences 
not just over Hebron but also over other vital 
issues necessary for getting the peace process back 
on track. Benya min Netanyahu has not changed. 
His policies still betray extremism, arrogance and 
Jack of commitment to the cause of peace in the 
region. Netanyahu the prime minister is no differ- 
ent from Netanyahu the opposition leader — only 
more hardliner and subject to pressure from ele- 
ments more extreme than his Likud Party mem- 
bers. In the cabinet, Netanyahu is also susceptible 
to pressure from coalition partners whose stands 
on the peace process almost make the policies of 
the Likud look moderate. 

Which means that the peace process is in for 
some difficult and challenging times. But these 
challenges should not be allowed to crush the 
efforts and hopes of peace advocates. In those dif- 
ficult times, more work is required by those who 
believe that peace must prevail in the Middle EasL 
The United States mast work harder to ensure 
that painstakingly achieved progress in Arab- 
Israeli peace talks is not wasted. Europe must 
move more assertively to save the region and its 
interests from the catastrophe that could develop 
if (he peace process fails. 

So mast Arab countries do their share in helping 
rescue the peace process. The Israeli government 
should be punished for its policies. But peace as a 
strategic choice should not be abandoned. Giving 
up on peace would mean giving up on the future 
of the region. That cannot be an option. 

And this is exactly what Jordan has been doing 
since the current stagnation in the peace talks 
threatened the return to the days of fear and war. 
Just as it did not lack the courage to make peace 
with Israel on the basis of regaining its usurped 
rights, Jordan did not lack the courage to warn 
that Israeli policies are pushing the peace process 
astray from its ultimate goal of achieving compre- 
hensi\e peace in the Middle East. The Kingdom's 
warning were dear in pointing to the danger 
awaiting the area if agreements are not fulfilled 
and the initial commitment to just and all inclu- 
sive peace is betrayed. But the warnings were even 
dearer in asserting that they emanate from a con- 
cern .for peace and not a loss of faith in it. When 
Jordan spoke out against the policies of the 
Netanyahu government it did so to save the peace 
i process. Its words were thas directed to the inter- 
[ national community, to the Arab World, to the 
j Israeli government and to the Israeli people. 

I The despair that has developed since the return 
| of (he Likud to power in Israel requires that action 
j similar to that of Jordan is taken. The Israeli gov- 
I eminent should he made to realise the danger 
inherent in its policies by all possible means. It 
should be forced to change these policies and give 
the Palestinians and the Syrians and the Lebanese 
back their rights. But the commitment to peace 
should not waver. Tor tile people of the region, 
peace is not a luxury that they can live with or 
without. It is a must. Peace that recognises the 
rights of all and ends the suffering of some is too 
precious to be gambled with. It is too precious to 
louse to the short-sightedness, arrogance and lim- 
itedness of hardliners in the body politic of Israel. 


j ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


i AS THE dale ul l ho opening of ;ho Israeli trade exhibition in 
j Amman is drawing near, more and mure \niees are heard 
| demanding il> e.ineelknimi hceau>e of [lie public's feelings 
j .le.iinM nomwlisition with Israel and us a rejection of Israel's 
: practises and enniinucd occupation of Arab territories, said a 
\\niei lor .VI Ra'i SunJav A national Jord.mian committee has 
been Mnned to coordinate elVoris to boycotting the exhibition 
and it lu> been decided that a sit-in will be staged near the exhi- 
bition sue. at Marj Al Hamam. coinciding with Ute opening 
I date, said the columnist writing under the pseudonym Nlccm. 

The committee gn *up> representati v ex of the \ ;irious trades and 
j professional unions in JonLin as well as the business commu- 
| nils which smugly opposes the organisation of the Israeli 
exhibition due to Israel's banning the entry of Jordanian goods 
inti* the Israeli and Palestinian markets, contrary to what had 
been agreed on in the supplements of tlte Jordan-I.srael peace 
I iv.il*. said the writer. 

A WRITER for Al Dustnur discussed the fate of die Ma'in 
Spa. wlio.se go\ eminent -controlled management has reported 
losses mer the past years, and suggested that the spa complex 
be turned oxer to the private sector. Mohammad Saoud said 
dial at least seven foreign and Arab firms have already offered 
to run the spa facility and the hids prove that it is economical- 
ly feasible and can be made to cam profits. For seven years the 
spa management has reported losses simply because the gov - 
eminent h.is proved incapable of running it successfully, he 
added. It is noted Uut ail goventment-wntrejlled projects! like 
] the glass faetivry. Al Shaah daily newspaper and die timher 
linn! in .iddiin*]] to die Ma'in Spa Complex, have failed and 
diereiorc the involvement of the private sector in these busi- 
nesses has become imperative, to a' aid further failure* find loss- 
es and to earn revenues for the treasury, he said. The writer 
added (hat it is not in the interest of Jordan, and the public, to 
delay wise action in this matter, adding (Jut die Jordanian pri- 
vate sector should be given priority over all other bidders in 
managing the country \ institutions. 
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Improving productivity 
the Grameen Bank way 
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Human Rights File 

Jordanians’ right 

to property in Israel 
must be granted 


THERE IS a bank in Bangladesh that reverses supply-side 
economies, rejects Keynesian ethos of government carry- 
ing the burden of correcting the economy, and makes 
Monetary Theory seem remote and outdated. It is a bank 
which lends small amounts of money (as low as $30) to 
destitute people to start their own business. Here is how it 
does it: 

Grameen Bank, as it is known in Bangladesh, is a 20- 
year-oid bank that was starred by Mohammad Yunus, a 
56-vear-old banker with a Ph.D. in economics from 
Vanderbilt University in the U.S. He started teaching eco- 
nomics in Bangladesh in the midst of the man-made 
famine which claimed over 1 .5 million lives. Even though 
he was a diligent theorist. Yunus felt the foolishness of 
teaching Western theories to the few while the masses 
were facing daily tragedies. He started thinking of ways to 
help the poor. Upon close inspection, he found that many 
poor people were simply in need of money to purchase 
the equipment necessary to produce goods and become 
self employed. So he started, with the help of some of his 
students, to look for individuals who wanted to start a 
small business but lacked the cash. That is how the 
Grameen Bank started. Its lending rules ore very simple: 

• Loans are usually small amounts. In practice, this is 
contrary to normal banking policy: banks usually encour- 
age lending large amounts to few customers to reduce 
processing costs. 

• To avoid large end-of-period payments, repayment 
commences one week after receipt of the loan. 

• Dept repayment is in equal weekly instalments. This is 
a simple policy that helps unsophisticated borrowers plan 
their credit dealings. 

• Interest is a 15 percent simple rate (not compounded) 
which makes calculations simple for both the client and 
the bank. The simple rate allows the client to know the 
cost of the debt without resorting to what may often seem 
to poor illiterate villagers as a very advanced technology. 

• Monitoring of debt, which is a very important and 
sometimes costly task in banking, is done through the use 
of relatives and peer pressure. The bank requires no col- 
lateral. it lends to relatives or friends who guarantee each 
other's debt. Thus, if one fails to pay back his debt, the 


group carries the burden of repayment. At the same time, 
loans are made to those who need them the most: die ones 
who own nothing. The default rate at the bank in 1996 
was 1 per cent, a .rate which would be envied by banks in 
Jordan and elsewhere in the world. 

• The bank lends to the needy, that is why 94 per cent of 
the bank’s borrowers are women. Interestingly enough, 
the bank has found that women are better at paying back 
their debts than men. 

• The bank has no phones, offices, typewriters or any- 
thing that resembles normal banks. Its employees travel to 
the rural area in search of clients. In this manner. 
Grameen has lent in 1996 over $4,000 million to 2 million 
people in 35,000 villages. It is expected to lend $975 mil- 
lion in 1997. 

• The bank is 92 per cent owned by the clients, the rest 
is owned by the government. The Grameen Bank is very 
successful: half of its 2 million clients have already man- 
aged to pull themselves above the poverty line and more 
than one fourth is hovering around the poverty -line. 

But can this experience be transplanted elsewhere in the 
world? There have been several attempts in Asia and 
Africa to do similar projects with varying degrees of suc- 
cess. The bank presently has 52 imitators around the 
world. 

As a rule, this attempt to enhance the productivity of the 
poor is only successful in places where the social fibre is 
strong. In other words, the community feeling must exist, 
otherwise a Grameen-type bank will ultimately fail. The 
Grameen Bank has failed in urban areas in Bangladesh, 
where the community spirit is weaker, and it has succeed- 
ed in the rural areas, where people are taught, out of 
• necessity, to depend on and trust each other. 

The Grameen Bank, by providing micro-credit to needy 
entrepreneurs, underscores, to theoretical and applied 
economists, that macro-economy is the sum of the micro- 
economics of individuals and markets. Furthermore, it 
sends a clear message that help to communities can arise 
out of the very little” that a nation has. and out of the will 
of individuals, no matter how poor they are. because self 
help is the best kind of help. 



An Israeli hawk decries ‘Bibispeak’ 
and warns of explosion 


By Anthony Lewis 

JERUSALEM — “I have 
strong emotions about the 
pans of the Land of Israel 
that are heavily populaied by 
Palestinians.” Ehud Barak 
said. 

“It has to do with the roots 
of our civilisation. 

"But it*s clear to me that in 
reality we cannot hold all 
this territory. Towards the 
end of the 20th century we 
cannot have messianic 
dreams." 

Mr. Barak, a military hero 
turned politician, retired us 
chief of staff at the end of 
1994 and soon joined the 
Labour government. Shimon 
Peres made him foreign min- 
ister before Labour lost the 
election last May. Now he is 
the likely successor to Mr. 
Peres as party leader. 

In a talk in his Knesset 
office, he was hitingly criti- 
cal of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

"In six months.” Mr. Barak 
said, "he has lost the most 
precious asset we developed 
in the last few years with the 
Palestinians. President 
Mubarak. King Hussein. 
e\en to an extent President 
Assad. That is confidence in 
the seriousness of the inten- 
tions of the Israeli leadership 
to consider far-reaching, cal- 
culated risks in order to 
achieve a stable peace. 

"The litmus test is the atti- 
tude lowardss separation and 
sovereignly west of the 
Jordan River. Wc (the 
Labour Party ) say we need to 


separate in order to create 
mutual respect and eliminate 
the sense of patronising. We 
don't want to control other 
people. We want the 
Palestinians to define their 
political will outside our 
sovereignty. 

“Netanyahu tries to hide it. 
but he clearly wants only one 
sovereignty west of the 
Jordan. For us. that means 
we arc heading inevitably 
towards a binational state, if 
the Palestinians vote for the 
Knesset, or a non- democrat- 
ic one. It would be either 
apartheid or more probably 
Belfast. Bosnia or Beirut." 


sion. 

“The prerequisite for a sta- 
ble Middle East” he said, “is 
that we recognise the needs 
and sensitivities of our 
inevitable partners. They're 
going to be there forever. 
You don't choose your par- 
ents, and a people cannot 
choose its neighbours — 
especially when it came back 
from all around the globe to 
a certain piece of real estate. 

“The question is: Are we 
really going to settle with the 
Palestinians, or are we going 
to manipulate it to let us con- 
trol them without appearing 
to?” Then, playing with the 


“The prerequisite for a stable Middle 
East is that we recognise the needs and 
sensitivities of our inevitable partners . 
They’re going to be there forever. You 
don ’t choose your parents and a people 
cannot choose its neighbours — espe- 
cially when it came back from all 
around the globe to a certain piece of 
real estate ” 


Mr. Barak said Prime 
Ministers Peres and Yitzhak 
Rabin had used ambiguity 
constructively, to create in 
the Oslo agreement a frame- 
work that would gradually 
build mutual confidence. But 
Mr. Netanyahu, he said, aims 
to accelerate negotiations in 
order to prove that the 
Palestinians are stubborn and 
will not agree. And that 
“might lead to an explo- 


prime minister's nickname. 
Bibi. he said the latter course 
was Lypical of Mr. 

Netanyahu: “He's adopted a 
kind of Orwellian 

Bibispeak." 

Some in the Labour Party 
regard Mr. Barak — the 
most decorated soldier in 
Israel's history — as too 
hawkish. But thai image 
would no doubt be helpftil 
with an electorate so driven 


by issues of peace and secu- 
rity. 

“We believe peace is not 
something you have to pay 
for with security’," he said, 
"but the opposite — a contri- 
bution to security. 

“The Likud, in spite of all 
the bravado, the machismo, 
begins with a primal anxiety: 
A kind of diaspora fear. As if 
we were not the strongest 
power in the Middle East! 

"From the security’ stand- 
point we are living through a 
window of opportunity, after 
the demise of the Soviet 
Union and the defeat of Iraq 
in the Gulf war. We enjoy a 
unique superiority over any 
combination of hostile play- 
ers. 

“But there are quite dis- 
turbing phenomena looming 
over (he horizon: The 

prospect of another wave c*f 
fundamentalist radical Islam, 
or another wave of state- 
sponsored terror or nuclear 
force in the hands of individ- 
uals like Saddam Hussein. 

"We cannot control the 
evolution of such things, but 
we can make a determined 
attempt at relaxing the inner 
ring of countries around us. 

■That's the Rabin-Peres 
vision: Use the opportunity 
to try to reach a reasonable, 
even a fragile set of agree- 
ments backed by the interna- 
tional community. Thai 
would make it much more 
difficult for an Iran or Iraq to 
nurture active hostility 
against Israel.” 

The New York Times 



By YValeed M. Sadi 

JORDANIANS TOOK it 
for granted that rights 
regarding their properties 
in Israel would be ade- 
quately addressed in the 
Israeli- Jordanian peace 
treaty of 1994. It came 
like a sh'-ck to discover 
that these rights ended up 
without proper resolu- 
tion. for unknown rea- 
sons. 

Israel insists, even in 
the post-treaty period, 
that Jordanian properties 
within Israel will contin- 
ue to be treated as absen- 
tee-owned properties, 
notwithstanding the for- 
mal peace agreement 
that was supposed to end 
all vicissirudes of the 
pre-treaty era. 

Israel’s claim that the 
treaty does not affect the 
status of lands and hous- 
es owned or acquired by 
Jordanians prior to the 
treaty is disturbing and 
appears to run counter to 
at least the spirit of the 
treaty. 

It is untenable, from 
both the political and the 
legal points of view, that 
Jordanians' rights to their 
property be treated as 
divisible (have different 
value during two differ- 
ent periods) as if the 
treaty aimed to settle 
post-treaty issues only 
and leave all outstanding 
issues pertinent to the 
earlier period unre- 
solved. This is not what 
peace treaties are sup- 
posed to do and if our 
treaty with Israel did in 
fact lead to this unaccept- 
able situation, then there 
is in it a grave omission 
that should not have been 
allowed to take place. 

Going over the text of 
the peace treaty again. I . 
found nothing specific on 
this point. Beyond the 
wording of Article 2. 
which states that the par- 
ties will apply the princi- 
ples of international law 
governing relations 
among states in times of 
peace, there was nothing 
else to suggest that the 
issue had caught the 
attention of the negotia- 
tors. There is a reference 
in Article 7 about remov- 
ing all discriminatory 
relations and terminate 
economic boycotts, but 
here is nothing men- 
tioned about the econom- 
ic rights or rights to prop- 
, eny of Jordanians in 
Israel. 

A faim expression of 
support for . Jordanians 
owing properties in the 
Jewish state could be 
found in Article 11(d) 
which states something 
to the effect of “to ensure 
mutual enjoyment by 
each other’s citizens of 
the process of law within 
their respective legal sys- 
tems and before their 
courts. 

Notwithstanding all the 
foregoing general guide- 
lines. the subject matter 
of Jordanians' rights to 
property per se was never 
touched upon. This is 
Indeed a puzzle for nie. 
When I raised this matter 
with an Israeli lawyer, he 
asked me bluntly why 
Jordan never insisted on 
clearcut resolutions dur- 
ing the negotiations. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher. never- 
theless. raised this issue 
in a persistent way with 
the Israeli government 
when he was still 
Jordan's ambassador to 
Israel. I still remember 
him say that Jordan total- 
ly rejects the Israeli stand 
on the subject and will 
insist on its satisfactory 
resolution. meaning 
bring an end to the treat- 
ment of Jordanians as 
absentee owners when it 
comes to real estate 
owned or acquired by 
diem prior to October 
1994, when the treatv 
went into effect. 

Former Prime Minister 
Prince Zaid Ben Shaker 
ts also reputed as having 
flatly rejected the Israefi 
allegation that the status 


of Jordanian properties is 
not to be positively 
affected by the treaty. 

Jordanians waited with 
a great deal of anticipa- 
tion for the results of 
Jordanian diplomatic 
protestations, but nothing 
concrete happened to 
date. 

Admittedly, what I am 
talking about here is bil- 
lions of dollars worth of 
properties which, once 
repossessed by their 
rightful owners, would 
add much to the wealth 
of Jordan. I am not talk- 
ing about refugees' right 
to repatriation or com- 
pensation but about a dis- 
tinct issue related to indi- 
vidual properties 

belonging to Jordanians. 

There should be a full- 
peace regime governing 
Jordanian-Israeli rela- 
tions. Since the goal of 
the peace treaty' \vas to 
remove all hostility, past 
and present, between the 
two countries and peo- 
ples. it stands to reason 
that* Jordanians should be 
allowed to restore their 
economic rights that 
were adversely affected 
by the era that preceded 
the treaty. 

Israel cannot treat 
Jordanians as absentee 
owners while, at the 
same time, telling us that 
there is a complete and 
full peace between us 
which calls for full and 
complete normalisation ‘ 
between the two sides, 
including of course our 
respective peoples. 

The fact that the previ- 
ous government of 
Prince Zeid Ben Shaker 
found enough substance 
and justification in 
Jordan's affirmation that 
its citizens cannot be 
treated as absentee own- 
ers any longer would 
suggest" that the current 
government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabarid may still pursue 
this subject with the 
Israeli side. 

If the treaty language is 
silent on this point, "then 
it needs to be taken up 
again as an issue that is j 
organically related to its 
spirit. We. Jordanian, 
have all the right to 
expect that the peace 
agreement with the 
Jewish state has trans- i 
formed us from absentee 
owners into legal own- 
ers, with complete pos- 
session rights. 

The war condition that 
permeated Jordanian- 
Israeli relations in the 
past, may have necessi- 
tated treating Jordanians 
as absentee owners. But 
the raison d’etre for this 
classification has been 
rendered null and void by 
the peace treaty. 
Anything short of this 
assessment would give 
added ammunition to 
Jordanians who believe 
that normalisation with 
Israel is a one-way street 
aiming only at serving 
the Jewish state's pecu- 
liar interests and objec- 
tives. And this is not the 
basis on which to incul- , 
cate a culture of peace f 
between the two peoples. 

Restoring Jordanians' 
rights to property in 
Israel does not mean 
allowing them residency 
permits. Jordanians own 
properties all over the 
world but that was never 
translated into emigra- 
tion rights, nor could it 
be. If a Jordanian can 
own an apartment in 
New York City without 
enjoying an automatic 
right to live in ir. he or 
she may also own a piece 
of real estate in Israel 
without acquiring' zn 
absolute right to live on 
it. 

Nevertheless, given the 
fact that many affected 
Jordanians are or 
Palestinian origin, the 
resolution of their right li 
to property in Israel ■■ 
would lead to a resolu- g 
tion of the broader g 
refugee issue, which is * I 
distinct and separate sub- g 
ject. I 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


First Israeli deputy visits Parliament 

AMMAN (AP) An Arab-1 sraeli lawmaker became 
Sunday the first Israeli to visit Jordan’s Parliament. Mem- 
ber of Knesset Abdul Malek Dahamsheh met in Parliament 
for 90 minutes with Ahmad Lawzi. speaker of the Upper 
House. “He was greeted very warmly,’* said Sheikh Abdul- 
lah Nimr Darwish, head of the Israeli delegation. Sheikh . 
Darwish is Icadpr of the Arab Islamic Movement in Israel 
and mayor of the town of Umm Fahm. Despite the 1994 
Jordanian- Israeli peace treaty.- opposition lawmakers have 
succeeded in blocking Israeli Ambassador Shimon Shamir 
from attending state functions in' Parliament. Sheikh Dar- 
wish said talks with Mr. Lawzi focused on the stalled 
peace talks between Israel and its Arab neighbours and the 
situation of the almost one million Arabs living in Israel. 
There are 1 1 Arab members of Israel's 120-seat Knesset 

First Palestine airlines flight on Wednesday 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The first flight of Palestine Air- 
lines is to take off from Egypt on Wednesday for Jeddah. 
Saudi Arabia, after Israel refused permission to operate out 
of the Gaza Strip, officials said. Fayez Zeidan, head of the 
Palestinian aviation department, told AFP that a 59-pas- 
senger Fokker-50. painted in the Palestinian colours of 
green, red, white and black, will leave from Port Said to 
rake Muslim pilgrims to Mecca. 'This flight marks the 
inauguration of Palestine Airlines," he said. Two Fokker- 
50 airliners, donated by the Netherlands, constitute the 
new airline’s entire fleet. They are to fly two flights a day 
over the next five days, transporting 523 pilgrims to 
Mecca. The pilgrims will have to travel by bus from the 
Gaza- Strip through the Egyptian border rown of Rafah to 
reach the airport at Port Said. "The Israelis refused us. 
authorisation to take off from Gaza.” Mr. Zeidan S 3 id. "We 
hope that the next flight will leave from Gaza." The Pales- 
tinian National Authority has almost completed the con- 
struction of an airport in the southern Gaza Strip, as part of 
the autonomy accords signed with Israel, but Israeli 
| authorities have refused to give a green light to operate 
because of differences over security. 

King Fahd receives Lebanese premier 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi King Fahd held talks here Sun- 
day with Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri on bilat- 
eral relations and recent developments in the Arab and 
Muslim worlds, the official Saudi news agency SPA said. 
The news agency gave no further details on the talks or 
how long Mr. Hariri would be in Saudi Arabia. Saudi 
Arabia is one of the main backers of Lebanon's post- 
civil-war reconstruction. 

Turkish speaker heads for Israel 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — The speaker of Turkey’s parlia- 
ment. Mustafa Kalemli. left Turkey Sunday for a five-day 
visit to Israel and the autonomous Palestinian territories, 
the Anatolia news agency reported. Visiting as the guest of 
his Israeli counterpit Dan Tichon, Mr. Kalemli will hand 
a message to Israeli President Ezer Weizman from Turk- 
ish President Suleyman Demirel. the agency said. The 
1 Turkish speaker, the first to visit Israel, is also to meet 
with Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Foreign 
Minister David Levy. Mr. Kalemli is accompanied by a 
parliamentary delegation including two deputies from the 
pro-lslamic Welfare Pam of Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, which is cool towards Israel. Talks are expected 
to centre on bilateral relations and the Middle East peace 
process. Mr. Kalemli said at the airport here before depart- 
ing. Mr. Kalemli is to visit the Gaza Strip on Wednesday at 
the invitation of Ahmad Qouriea. While there, Mr. 
Kalemli will hand a letter from Mr. Demirel to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. “By visiting Gaza, we will express 
our support for the young Palestinian democracy." Mr. 
Kalemli said. 

Opposition says Sudan police quell protests 

CAIRO (R) — The Sudan opposition Umma Party said 
oil Sunday that police used gunfire to disperse Saturday 
demonstrations in Khartoum in which people chanted for 
the downfall of the Islamist-backed government and a 
return to democracy. The statement, which could not be 
independently verified, also said six Umma members had 
been arrested' in the post few' days and appealed to human 
rights organisations to work to guarantee their safety. It 
said demonstrations broke out in several places on Satur- 
day night in Khartoum. U did not say how large the demon- 
strations were or if anyone was injured. The Umma Party 
leader. Sudeq A1 Mahdi. arrived in Egypt in late December 
on a tour including countries in Asia and Europe to muster 
support For the opposition. He said in Cairo on Friday that 
a popular uprising was most likely to overthrow the gov- 
ernment in Khartoum, rather than a military campaign 
from abroad or a coup d’etat. Mr. Mahdi fled Khartoum 
last month saying he wanted to change the Khartoum gov- 
ernment. He was Sudanese prime minister when Omar 
Hassan AI Bashir, now the country’s president, seized 
power in a bloodless coup in I9S9. 

Convicted Saudi murderer beheaded 

RIYADH (AP) — A Saudi man convicted of murder was 
publicly beheaded Sunday in the southern province of 
Najran. an interior ministry statement said. Mohammad 
Ben Naji A l Motlaq was executed after being found guilty 
of fatally shooting Misfir Bin Saleh Al Motlaq, a fellow 
Saudi, with a maciiinegun during a fight. The statement did 
not say where or when the murder took place. Motlaq *s 
execution is the second in 1997. Last year. 71 people were 
beheaded in the kingdom. Saudi Arabian courts, all reli- 
gious tribunals, impose the death penalty for convictions 
of murder, rape and drag trafficking. 

Deals to be announced at Abu Dhabi arms show 

ABU DHABI (Rj — The oil-rich United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). a key buyer on the international weapons market, 
will announce several deals at an arms show in March, an 
official said in remarks published on Sunday. ’Surely, we 
always seek to upgrade our armed forces and we will 
announce during 1DEX 97 a number of deals currently 
being studied for land and sea equipment.” Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Zayed. armed forces chief-of-staff, told 
Gulf Defence magazine. His comments were carried by 
the official WAM news agency. Western firms are com- 
peting to sell the UAE up to 80 long-range strike aircraft 
worth up to S6 billion. Sheikh Mohammad, the UAE’s 
leading arms procurement officer, said 700 companies 
from over 45 countries were expected to attend IDEX. to 
be held in the capital Abu Dhabi between March 16 and 
19. He added that regional decision makers would attend 
the event and that official invitations had been extended 
to over 50 defence ministers from around the world. The 
UAE has emerged as a key player in the international 
amis bazaar and has spent vast petrodollars on every- 
thing from main battle tanks to fast patrol boats 



LINGERING CRISIS: A street-cleaner crosses a police line in Lima maintained by crack units keeping 
watch on the residence of the Japanese ambassador where rebels are holding 74 hostages and demanding 
that more than 400 of their comrades held in Peruvian jails be released (AFP photo) 


British nurses in Saudi murder case 


Call for 


‘confessed to escape prosecution’ 


protest 


RIYADH (AFP) — Two 
British nurses confessed to 
murdering an Australian col- 
league only after being 
promised they would escape 
prosecution and be sent home 
if they admitted their guilt, 
their Saudi lawyer said Sun- 
day. 

Lucille McLauchlan, 31, 
and Deborah Parry, 41. who 
are accused of stabbing and 
choking to death 55-year-old 
Yvonne Gilford, have retract- 
ed their confessions made 
after the Dec. 11 murder, 
lawyer Salah Al Hujeilan said. 

A statement released by Mr. 
Hujeilan on Sunday said the 
nurses, ‘“who were very con- 
fused and apprehensive when 
they were arrested” after hav- 
ing only arrived recently in 
Saudi Arabia, provided written 
statements admitting to the 
murder. 

They said they “were 
promised that if they did so 
(confess) they would be 
allowed to see the British con- 
sul. would be sent home in two 
to three weeks and would not 
be subject to prosecution in 
Saudi Arabia,” it said. 

Mr. Hujeilan met his two 
clients Saturday morning at 
the prison in the eastern city of 
Dammam in the presence of 
the British consul in Saudi 
Arabia, and said he intended 
meeting them again after 
examining reports on the case. 

"Both nurses appeared well 
although obviously concerned 
at their situation." he said. 

In Britain, Ms. McLauch- 
lan’s brother John thanked the 
Saudi authorities for providing 
the two accused with the “best 
possible" legal representation. 

Mr. Hujeilan said the state- 
ments the police gave him also 
included "an admission of a 
lesbian relationship between 


Deborah Parry and Yvonne 
Gilford- Deborah Parry vehe- 
mently denied to us that such 
a relationship had existed.” 

Both nurses also “strongly 
denied” statements attributed 
to them that they admitted tak- 
ing Gilford’s bank cash card 
after the murder and used it to 
withdraw cash, Mr. Hujeilan’s 
office said 

The nurses said they had 
only been working in Saudi 
Arabia for a few weeks before 
the murder, knew the victim 
only as a senior colleague in 
the hospital and behaved nor- 
mally after the murder, his 
office said 

The state-run Saudi Press 
Agency- (SPA) on Wednesday 
reported that a senior police 
official said the two had 
admitted killing Gilford at the 
King Fahd Military Medical 
Complex in the eastern city of 
Dhahran for “personal 
motives.” 

He charged that Ms. Parry 
stabbed Gilford during a dis- 
pute and Ms. McLauchlan 
helped “finish her off by chok- 
ing her to death.” Ms. 
McLauchlan and Ms. Parry 
“clearly admitted” this version 
and their “testimonies were 
legally certified at the Khobar 
tribunal by three judges,” the 
official was further quoted as 
saying. 

Saudi newspaper Al Hayat 
reported last month that during 
the alleged dispute, one of the 
suspects hit Gilford with a 
teapot before stabbing her 
with a kitchen knife in the 
back, chest, face and else- 
where. 

According to foreign press 
reports, Gilford was stabbed 
four times, battered with a 
hammer and smothered. 

If convicted the two nurses 
could face the death penalty 


under Islamic Jaw in Saudi 
Arabia but Mr. Hujeilan said 
earlier this week he would 
apply to the victim’s family to 
shew clemency to his clients if 
they are found guilty. 

In Australia. Gilford's broth- 
er Frank said his family would 
not seek clemency for the two 
women if they are convicted 
of the rounder. “My sister was- 
n’t shown any mercy when she 
was murdered,” he told Aus- 
tralian Radio. 

Gilford said he believed in 
the principle of an eye for an 
eye and that if death was the 
maximum penalty the court 
deemed appropriate, “then i’ll 
go along with it” 

Sources in the Australian 
government said later that 
Canberra was likely to respect 
the Gilford family’s attitude 
and stay out of the case. 

Australian governments 
have Jong opposed capital 
punishment in international 
human rights forums. Aus- 
tralia has ratified the 
international covenant on civil 
and political rights’ second 
optional protocol, which ■ 
declares opposition to the 
death penalty. 

An Australian foreign affairs 
spokeswoman said on Sunday 
that the department was moni- 
toring the case and had offered 
every assistance to Gilford’s 
family. 

She said efforts were on to 
obtain the return of Gilford’s 
body to Australia. Saudi 
authorities have so far insisted 
on retaining it for evidence 
until all* investigations are 
completed. 

Australian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Alexander Downer is 
on leave but sources said he is 
expected to look closely into 
the case when he returns next 
week. 


Kabariti urges consensus on changes to election law 


(Continued from page 1) 

the practice of democracy 
requires a great level of 
awareness and responsibili- 
ty from the civil society. 

Only a proper civil soci- 
ety. with its different insti- 
tutions, could lead any 
country towards democra- 
cy. he said. 

In view of the govern- 
ment’s commitment to 
retaining the “one-person, 
one-vote” principle, Wa’ad 
Party Secretary General 
Anis Muasher proposed 
that the Kingdom be divid- 
ed into equally populated 
constituencies each repre- 
sented by one deputy in 


Parliament. 

Opposition lawmakers 
asserted that the present 
election law violates a 
number of constitutional 
principles such as equality 
among voters, the principle 
of public elections and the 
allocation of seats for reli- 
gious minorities. 

The opposition deputies 
called for the annulment 
of the present temporary 
law and its replacement 
with either a law based on 
votes equal to the number 
of seats in every electoral 
district under the present 
system, or representation 
by party or by bloc list. 

’An Al Ahd Party repre- 


sentative suggested that the 
Kingdom be divided into 
125 electoral constituencies 
with one representative for 
eveiy constituency. The 
present 80 seats should be 
raised to 100 and remain 
elected, and the other 25 
seats could be filled by 
nomination by the govern- 
ment, he said. He also 
called for greater govern- 
ment support for political 
parties with greater parlia- 
mentary representation. 

The workshop was organ- 
ised by the Centre for Jor- 
danian Studies at the 
Yarmouk University and 
the Al Riyadh Studies and 
Information Centre. 


ignored 

(Continued from page 12) 
statements outside my shop 
to potential customers.” he 
continued. 

Mohammad Snobar, a 
resident of the same area, 
said that he had seen the 
advertisements but 

believed that such action 
was futile. 

“Hanging Jordanian flags 
in the streets would have 
little impact We should 
take our flags to the fair 
when it opens to protest in 
the face of the Israeli and 
Jordanian participants.” 
.said Mr. Snobar. 

That appeared to be a ref- 
erence to a declared plan 
by the “national committee 
for cancelling the Israeli 
trade fair,” to form a 
“human chain” in front of 
the exhibition site to pre- 
vent visitors to the event. 

Two Jordanian business- 
men requesting anonymity 
rejected the JEA call and 
asserted that the Israeli 
trade fair could be of 
potential benefit to the 
economy. 

“The Jordanian govern- 
ment is endeavouring to 
achieve a state of peace 
with Israel,” said one of 
them, managing director of 
a Jordanian company. 
“There is no reason to 
protest against the Israeli 
exhibition. We should pre- 
pare for the future in a pos- 
itive manner.” 

The other businessman, 
chief executive of a group 
of manufacturing compa- 
nies. said he was planning 
'to visit the exhibition “if 
only to gain some knowl- 
edge that would benefit ray 
own business.” 

A Jordanian chemist, also 
wishing to remain anony- 
mous, cited what he saw as 
the inappropriateness of 
raising the national flag in 
protest against the trade 
fair. 

"In the past we have 
always raised the Jordanian 
flag in celebration of 
national events. It seems 
strange to request this 
action as a method of 
protest,” said the chemist. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
Press Association, which 
has called on Jordanian 
journalists and press estab- 
lishments to totally boycott 
the exhibition, requested 
local newspapers to run 
free advertisements against 
the event. 


Bahrain and Qatar to meet 


Jordan 

reaffirms 

support 

(Continued from page 1) 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
resume their negotiations, 
which were broken off with 
the outbreak of violence 
over the opening of the 
entrance to the Jerusalem 
tunnel. 

Asked by Radio Israel, 
whether he is optimistic. 
Prince Hassan said: “I am 
neither optimistic nor pes- 
simistic but realistic.” 


(Continued from page 1; 

allies of the Damascus Decla- 
ration — the GCC states, 
Syria and Egypt. 

But it was rescheduled at 
Saudi request for Tuesday. 

The eight country framed 
their alliance after uniting 
behind the U.S.-led 1991 
offensive to drive Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait. 

Qatar and Bahrain have been 
locked in a decades-old territo- 
rial dispute over a cluster of 
islands, sandbanks and reefs in 
the Gulf controlled by Bahrain 
since the 1 930s but also 
claimed by Qatar. 


Qatar has taken the case to 
the International Court of Jus- 
tice at the Hague, a move bit- 
terly opposed by Bahrain 
which insists on an Arab solu- 
tion. Ties further worsened 
alter Bahrain accused two 
Qataris of spying and boy- 
cotted the Dec. 7 -9 GCC sum- 
mit in Doha to protest against 
Qatar’s refusal to withdraw the 
bonder dispute from 
international arbitration. 

Bahrain last month pardoned 
the two Qataris after a state 
security court sentenced them 
to three years in jail and fined 
them 1,000 dinars ($2,652) 
each for spying for Qatar. 


Algerian 
rebels 
kill 16 

(Continued from page 1) 

more their barbarous acts 
are aimed against the civil- 
ian population,” he said. 

At least 50,000 people 
have died since hardliners 
took up arms in 1992 after 
the now-banned Islamic 
Salvation Front was denied 
almost-certain electoral 
victory when the second 
round of polls were can- 
celled. 


No Hebron agreement 


(Continued from page I) 

Radio before news the secret 
summit was announced. 

Saeb Erekat, the chief 
Palestinian negotiator, said 
on Israel radio’s Arabic ser- 
vice that the “problem does 
not lay in the negotiations 
but in a political decision by 
Mr. Netanyahu.” 

“U.S. efforts to get Israel 
to specify a detailed 
timetable for redeployment 
in Palestinian rural areas has 
not been fruitful,” Mr. Erekat 
said. 

a Under the Israel-PLO 
accords negotiated under the 
previous Israeli government, 
Israel was committed to 
make three further pullbacks 
in rural areas of the West 
Bank by the end of 1997. 
The first was to have been 
last year six weeks after a 
Hebron redeployment sched- 
uled for March 1996. But the 
pullback never took place. 

Israel Radio said that Mr. 
Ross attended the early 
morning session. Mr. Arafat 
was accompanied by two top 
aides. security chief 
Mohammed Dahlan and his 
deputy Mahmoud Abbas. 

Israel Radio said Mr. Ross 
arranged the secret meeting 
after talking individually 
with the two leaders Satur- 
day night. 

Mr. Erekat told the Associ- 
ated Press that the two sides 
had agreed to invite a total of 
1 80 observers from Norway, 


Denmark, Italy. Sweden. 
Switzerland and Turkey to 
monitor the situation in 
Hebron. The observers will 
have a mandate for six 
months which can be 
renewed. 

Mr. Erekat said the two 
sides would meet Monday to 
finalise the details of .the 
observer deployment. 

Underscoring tensions, 
witnesses said that as news 
of the meeting leaked out, 
unidentified assailants hurled 
a petrol bomb in front of a 
building inhabited by Jews in 
Hebron. No one was hurt and 
no damage was caused. 

Under a 1995 interim 
agreement, . international 
observers are to be deployed 
in the rown to maintain 
order, protect residents and 
monitor violations of the 
agreement. 

Some 400 Palestinian 
policemen are due to deploy 
in the Palestinian-ruled part 
of Hebron. 

The Netanyahu-Arafot 
meeting came amid high ten- 
sions in Hebron after an 
Israeli soldier wounded six 
Palestinians on Wednesday 
in a shooting spree he said 
was aimed at torpedoing 
Israel’s planned withdrawal 
from most of the city. 

It also coincided with 
mounting opposition to any 
Israeli pullback in Hebron 
from within Netanyahu's 
own right-wing coalition 
government. 


Ras Al Amud approval expected 


(Continued from page 1) 

ing the majority of Ras Al 
Amud’s 1 1 ,000 Palestinian res- 
idents “would love to have this 
neighbourhood built, it will 
benefit them.” 

The interior ministry's plan- 
ning commission granted pre- 
liminary approval to the Ras Al 
Amud project early last month 
but Interior Minister Eli Suissa 
held off final authorisation 
amid widespread international 
condemnation of the decision, 
including from U.S. President 
Bill Clinton. 

Israeli press reports said 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu asked Mr. Suissa to 
postpone signing of the build- 
ing permits so as not to compli- 
cate delicate negotiations with 
the Palestinians over Israel's 
long-delayed troop withdrawal 
from Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat met 
secretly before dawn on Sun- 
day in a bid to finalise the 
Hebron deal, which Israeli offi- 
cials said was near completion. 

Israeli officials reportedly 
want to delay final approval of 
the Ras Al Amud project until 
after the Hebron agreement is 
signed, both to avoid antago- 
nising Palestinian leaders and 
to have something to offer 
right-wing nationalists angered 
by Israel's willingness to give* 
up most of the West Bank city. 

But Mr. Olmert told a press 
briefing. “I don't know of any 
such linkage." 

Mr. Olmert said that building 
at Ras Al Amud and construc- 
tion of a second Jewish quarter 
containing 6,500 homes in the 
Har Homa section of the city 
which straddles East and West 
Jerusalem would begin later 
this year and there would 
“probably" be other Jewish 


building projects in East 
Jerusalem. 

Survey shows 'softening’ 

Israelis are softening their 
position (Mi Jerusalem, with 
almost half willing to cede the 
Palestinians part of the Holy 
City, according to a survey 
released Sunday. 

Forty-five per cent of the 
L227 Israelis questioned said 
they would “seriously consid- 
’er” giving the Palestinians sov- 
ereignty over peripheral 
Jerusalem neighbourhoods. 
Only 36 per cent rejected the 
idea outright. 

Bur the survey, which carried 
a five per cent error margin, 
also showed only some 20 per 
cent agree to give up the walled 
Old City of Jerusalem, with its 
sites holy to Jews, Muslims 
and Christians. 

The survey was carried out a 
year ago by the Gunman Insti- 
tute of Applied Social 
Research at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity of Jerusalem and the 
University of Maryland It was 
not clear why it was not pub- 
lished sooner. 

Resented at a colloquium 
Sunday, it was billed as the 
most comprehensive study to 
date on Israelis’ views on 
Jerusalem — the most difficult 
issue facing future Israeli- 
Palesonian talks towards a 
final peace settlement, to be 
completed by 1999. 

In recent years, there have 
been informal attempts by 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
arrive at a formula that might 
satisfy both sides. One idea is 
to make the Old City a ’’reli- 
gious zone” surrounded by 
Israeli territory — and at the 
same time enable the Palestini- 
ans to establish their capital in 
more peripheral areas. 


Syria demanded explanation 


(Continued from page 1) 

unceasingly condemn every 
terrorist act.” 

In the first U.S. reaction to 
the bombing which ieft at 
least 13 people dead, Mr. 
Burns called on Syria on 
Thursday to provide evi- 
dence to support its claim 
that Israel had a hand in the 
blasL 

“It’s a very serious charge 
for one state to accuse anoth- 
er of actually sponsoring 
bombings in its capital,” Mr. 
Bums said. 

"If, in fact, the Syrian gov- 
ernment is making that 
charge, as opposed to the 
Syrian press, then one would 
think that the Syrian gov- 
ernment would want to come 
forth with some substantial 
evidence to back, up that 
attack," he said. 

Mr. Bums condemned the 
bombing the following day 
but was pressed to explain 
why the State Department 
had not done so earlier. 

"The United States con- 
demns this terrorist attack 
against innocent people,” 


Mr. Burns said Friday. 

“The United States would 
have made this statement 
yesterday had we known 
about the incident in any 
kind of detail,” Mr. Bums 
said, adding that it would 
have been irresponsible for 
Washington to speak out 
without knowing the facts. 

“But we make this state- 
ment today, and we have 
great sympathy for the peo- 
ple, obviously, who were 
killed and wounded and for 
their families." he said. 

The Syrian official said 
Sunday that relations 
between Damascus and 
Washington, troubled in the 
best of times, had been tem- 
porarily jarred but “the 
storm is over.” 

U.S.-Syrian relations . are 
now at the point where they 
“augur neither sunny nor 
Stormy weather," he said, 
adding that in any case 
“Syria never harboured any 
illusions on the U.S. posi- 
tion because from the begi- 
nning, it considered the Unit- 
ed States a strategic ally of 
Israel.” 
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Study: UAE to maintain high 
per capita income until 1998 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) will maintain its 
high per capita income in 
the next two years despite 
the rapid growth in its pop- 
ulation, an official study 
has showed. 

Per capita income is cur- 
rently estimated at around 
60.000 dirhams ($ 16.400) 
and the level will remain 
almost unchanged until 
19^8. said the study by the 
department of Abu Dhabi's 
crown prince. 

It said the per capita 
income would be supported 
by a projected economic 
growth of 3.5 per cent in 
1997 and 1998. It gave no 
figures on the growth in the 
UAE’s population but inde- 
pendent estimates put it at 
three to four per cent. 

The UAE has remained 
among the countries having 
the highest per capita 
incomes over the past 
decade due to its large oil 
and gas expons. 

Such expons fetch it an 
average $13-$ 1 5 billion a 
year and the earnings have 
helped it to sharply boost 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) through pumping 
huge investments in the 
non-oil sector. 

The per capita income is 
calculated in the UAE by 
dividing the GDP over the 
population. The latest fig- 
ures on the GDP and popu- 
lation were published in 
1995 when they stood at 
S3S billion and 2.3 million 


respectively. 

The study predicted GDP 
to hit a record 160 billion 
dirhams ($43.5 billion) in 
199S. 

The UAE produces 
around 2.16 million barrels 
per day of oil under an 
OPEC-assigned quota but 
its actual capacity is far 
higher. 

Meanwhile, a surge of 
nearly 20 per cent in world 
oil prices has sharply boost- 
ed the UAE economy in 
1 996 and another good year 
is forecast in 1997. 

According to an official 
study conducted by the 
state-run Emirates Industri- 
al Bank (EIB), GDP soared 
by around nine per cent to 
157 billion dirhams ( $42.77 
billion) in 1996 from 144 
billion dirhams ($39.23 bil- 
lion) in 1995. 

But EJB officials told 
AFP the growth figures 
were nominal as inflation, 
which has been running at 
over five per cent in the past 
few years, had not been cal- 
culated. 

"Even if you calculated 
inflation, the GDP last year 
recorded positive growth 
due to the sharp increase in 
the oil exports" an EIB 
official said. 

In its monthly bulletin 
published in local newspa- 
pers on Sunday, EIB said 
the oil sector grew by 
around 15 per cent and the 
non-oil sector by 6.3 per 
cent. 

Oil alone stood at 56 .5 


billion dirhams (SI 5.39 bil- 
lion) compared with 49.2 
billion dirhams (S13.4Q bil- 
lion) in 1995. 

It was one of the highest 
growth rates- since the oil 
boom of early 19S0s and 
was caused mainly by a rise 
of around S3 in oil prices. 

From SI 6.8 , the price of 
OPEC’s basket of seven 
crudes shot up to around 
$20 in 1996. the highest in 
nearly 1 3 years. 

The increase has also 
benefited the economies of 
other Arab Gulf states. 
Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil supplier, reported a 
growth of 8.6 per cent last 
year while its oil earnings 
jumped by more than $8 
billion. 

The EIB study showed 
that the UAE’s manufactur- 
ing sector, the focus of eco- 
nomic diversification pro- 
grammes, grew by 5.6 per 
cent to 13.2 billion dirhams 
(S3.59 billion) from 12.5 
billion dirhams <$3.40 bil- 
lion). All other non-oil sec- 
tors also recorded positive 
growth rates. 

It said the surge in oil 
prices also expanded the' 
surplus in the trade balance 
by nearly 50 per cent to 30 
billion dirhams ($8.17 bil- 
lion). 

“The improvement in 
economic conditions in 
1996 is expected to contin- 
ue through this year. We 
expect good growth rates to 
be achieved again." the 
study said. 


Qatar reaps oil bonanza 


DOHA (AFP) — A sudden 
surge in oil output is helping 
ease Qatar’s cash flow prob- 
lems until it starts .reaping 
the rewards from liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) produc- 
tion, economists and bankers 
said. 

The oil bonanza will 
reduce the Gulf state’s 
deficit accumulated from 
borrowing heavily from 
international banks to devel- 
op its off-shore North Field, 
the world's largest proven 
reserves of LNG. 

The .Arab Gulf state’s oil 
production rose from 

390.000 barrels per day 
(bhd) m 1995 to 470.000 
bpd in March 1996 and will 
reach “a little bit over 

500.000 barrels per day” at 
the end of 1996, the emir's 
economic advisor Ibrahim 
Boutros Ibrahim said. 

Qatar seeks to boost oil 
output to 700.000 bpd by the 
year 2000. 

Oil industry executives 
said the Qatar General Petro- 
leum Company has boosted 
its own production by rais- 
ing capacity at the on-shore 
Dukhan field to 280.000 
bpd, with 100.000 bpd more 
from two off-shore fields. 

The U-S. company Occi- 
dental raised its off-shore 
production at the Idd AJ- 
Shargi field from 20,000 bpd 
in 1994 to 70,000 bpd last 
year. 

The Danish firm Maersk 
boosted production at the A1 
Shaheen field from 25,000 
bpd to 40.000 to 50.000 bpd 
in three years. 

By early 1997, the U.S. 
firm Arco will produce 

30.000 bpd at A] Rayan and 
Elf Aquitaine of France is to 


start pumping oil from the A1 
Khaleej field with a similar 

output target. 

The simultaneous rise in 
the price of oil, which has hit 
around $22 per barrel, pro- 
vides an unexpected wind- 
fall as the 1996-97 budget 
unveiled in April was based 
on a price of $1525 per bar- 
rel. the banker said. 

The additional revenue 
should reduce the projected 
deficit of $960 million or 
maybe even eliminate it, the 
banker said. 

“My estimate is that in 
1996 there will be no deficit, 
which doesn’t mean we 
won’t have one this year." 
said Mr. Ibrahim, who is an 
advisor to the emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ibn Khalifa A1 


Tbani. 

The priority remains to put 
public finances back in order 
through cutting speoding in 
order to balance the budget 
permanendy over the next 
two or three years while 
waiting tor the gas revenues, 
the emir's advisor said, 

Qatar Liquefied Gas Com- 
pany (Qataigas) plans to 
export its first shipment of 
LNG. to Japan in December, 
and to produce six million 
tonnes a year by 2001. 

Ras Laffan Liquefied Nat- 
ural Gas Co. (Rasgas) is 
expected to begin producing 
2.4 milli on tonnes of LNG a 
year in 1999 for export to 
South Korea. 

Revenue from die LNG 
exports will be used for a 


long period to pay off debts 
owed to international banks 
to develop the North Field, 
whose gas reserves are esti- 
mated at 10 trillion cubic 
metres (350 trillion cubic 
feet). 

The oil revenues will help 
Qatar make ends meet, the 
banker said. 

A diplomat added: “That’s 
bound to increase the cash 
flow and it's going to have a 
real impact on the economy. 

"“The payment record is 
going to improve drastically. 
There are instructions filter- 
ing (out) that payments 
should not exceed one or 
two days. Delays now stand 
at six months to a year," he 
added. 


Red tape slows Moroccan industry- against rivals 


RABAT iRi — More than 100 
company chief executives saw 
bureaucracy as the main curb . 
in 1 996 to Morocco’s competi- 
tive development against 17 
rivals, ranging from South 
Africa to India, Poland to 
Tuike\, a report said. 

The official report was 
drawn up by the Observatory 
for International Competitivity 
of the Moroccan Economy. 

Morocco falls in the lower 
half of the countries achieving 
"intermediate results” in five of 
seven classifications made by 
the observatory, set up in 1994 
with help from the World 
Bank. 

In a table giving constraints 
on industrial development the 
observatory cited in first place 
the weight of administrative 


procedures, followed by the 
difficulties in assessing legal 
status, die high costs of finance 
and taxes, weakness of infra- 
structure and uncertainty over 
economic policy. 

In 1995, high taxes were 
seen as the main constraint, 
with bureaucracy coming in 
fourth place. 

It sees Malaysia and Thai- 
land achieving “good results" 
in “macro-economic dyn- 
amisin’’, followed by Indone- 
sia and Chile in the top half of 
those achieving “average 
results" while Morocco was in 
the lower rung of the average 
results sector. 

In the sector “financial 
dynamism", Morocco fell in 
the same lowcr/average range. 

“This is due mainly to the 


cost of credit which for 1996, 
in real terms, was six percent', 
and the weight of foreign debt 
— 63 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product (GDP), and a 34 per 
cent debt-service ratio. 

For "market dynamism", 
Morocco again came in the 
lower level of average results, 
mainly through low private 
consumption, with the latest 
figures, 1994, given as $811 
per capita. 

Taxes on trade, given as 7.7 
per cent of GDP in 1994. were 
also high when compared to 
the 17 other countries, seen in 
the survey as competitors or 
with strongly expanding 
economies. 

It said however that taxes on 
Moroccan companies were 
among the lowest. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Epoch 
4 Complain 
fretfully 
8 Essential 

13 Fledgling sound 

14 Draft 

classification 

15 Where the 
action is 

16 Land of 
leprechauns 

17 — impasse 
(deadlocked) 

18 Sailors 

19 Certain flowers 

22 Dine 

23 Upper house 

24 Metallic sound 
26 QED word 

29 Ruddy 
32 Boats 
36 Branches 

38 Dark area on the 
moon 

39 Bitter hetb 

40 Stranger 

41 To — 
(unanimously) 

42 Mountain lake 

43 — Blanc 

44 Beginning 

45 Nap 
47 Duck 
49 Defeats 

51 Most modem 
56 New Guinea 
seaport 
58 The — 

(Heilman opus) 
61 Muslim decree 

63 Stacfium noise 

64 Pocket bread 

65 Second showing 

66 Landed 

67 Winglike 

68 Property 

69 Places 

70 Alphabet ending 

DOWN 

1 Out of this world 

2 Rule 

3 Breathing 
problem 

4 Certain ship 

5 Not in favor of 
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16 


19 
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17 
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66 


169 


GO 


52 153 154 155 


64 


67 

70 


by Florence C. Adler 


6 Genuine 

7 Hysteria 

8 Servant 

9 A Gershwin 

10 Wires 

11 Rectangular 
column 

12 Endure 

13 Caresses 

20 Map 
designations: 
abbr. 

21 Small and 
sprightly 

25 *— is an 
island..." 

27 A Guthrie 

28 Defile 

30 Dies — 

31 Nick 

32 Exclamation 

33 Jai — 

34 Ancestors 

35 Uptight 

37 Apportion 

40 Famous violin 
maker 



C 1996 Tnoune Media Sendees. Inc. 
Att ngtus rasemea. 


44 Norwegian king 
46 Aptitude 
48 Warns 
50 Thong 

52 Gemstone 

53 Deport 

54 Bristles 


55 Depot 

56 Italian coin 

57 God of war 

59 Balsam of Peru 

60 Cate au — 

62 Owed at this 

time 


For external trade, the obser- 
vatory said, Morocco had 
moved from been classed as 
having “weak results" in 1995, 
to join South Africa, Indonesia. 
Hungary and Brazil as 

lowet/average achievers in 
1996. - 

“This results mainly from the 
fall in other countries’ 

results. .rather than improved 
performance by Morocco.” it 
said. 

In technology and human 
resources. Morocco was 
among the weakest achievers 
of the 18 nations. The report 
cited complaints on the quality 
of qualified labour and illitera- 
cy among women of around 70 
per cent in 1995. despite high 
spending on education. 

Morocco’s infrastructure — 
the seventh factor taken into 
account in drawing up its com- 
petitive status — put it with 
Hungary. Poland and Thailand 
in the lower half of the ‘'aver- 
age results” section, with only 
South Africa achieving “good 
results”. 
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Mtior Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 5/01/9719:17 












US Dollar 
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1.5650 

0.5928 

1.3590 

116.45 

1.3699 

1538.00 

1.7544 

5.2920 


’£6390. 

’ fc# ; • 

% • x •'*. % 

.£3765 

.04882, 

74 j41 ' 


. 982-43 


'313813 

GB Stcriling 
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JP Yen 

1.8870 
^.7358 ' 
0.0086 

2.6383 

$1£12 

1.3428 

o!5084 

2JB84 
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1.1660 

196.80 
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2.3110 

*110076. 

*1.1754 
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13.20 

2.9597 

150.53 

8.9276 
'^,8 926 
4.5405 
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FR Franc 

0.7300^ 

0.0QQ7 
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0.1890 

sl.1408 

1.0169 

SClTf 

0.2956 

Q.3851 

0.3376 

0.1119 

'00793 

0.0883 

f'7745^ 

25.6706 

;i:i6- 

132240 

*'66.34 

21.99 

-,VJ 

0.8901 

$7«6>. 

0.2588 

"fiijtsV 
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33.14 • 
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33.1-100 
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Oils Last Previous 


Brent 

24.95 

25.05 




'‘23.501. 


Bony 

24.95 

25.05 
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UL Gas 

211.00 

213.00 



1 . Currency 

. USD 

DEM 

GBP 

crif JPY 1 

SA Rival 

0.2667 

0.4174 

0.15807 

0.36253 

31.0791 
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'6:2723 
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0.1614 

0.3701 B 

3fJ$9 
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3.3317 

521648 
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3.3086 

12528 

2.8731 
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Metal Prices 


I Cold (oz’s) 


assn 


;;-4.67 . % 



3634 

H>T1 





2192 






700 

IfirTTfll 





Period 

C'ncy 

- 

Month 

-3- -6- -9- 

Months Months Months 

-1 - 
Year ■ 

! USD 

5J7 

>'•1 

5.53 

5.62 
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0JZ5 
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3.27 


3.18 
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Main Equitv lndicics 


1 Bonne 

In,!t 1 

Value > 

GhjIJS 

% Cbftfi 
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Pr CL ' 

NewYork 


6544.09 

101.6 

1.58 

6545.63 

6443.65 

6442.49 


.r'-'SJtp'sOBrV’ 


,ir.02s 

•'IJT' 

•748J4- 

^37-0.1/ 

“737jff 

London 


4089.5 

32.1 

0.79 

4089.5 

4068.2 

4057.4 
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1.14 
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Delivery 


• • CumoQ ; 1: 
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Sugar (S/ton) 

• <\V^t(S/toj7> 
Soya (c/Ibs) 


£ ysis'W.': 

Barley (S/bih) 
Rfcc (S/lrifl) i 
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21.61 
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'}; ' Is^.* .•> \ 

Spot 
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US Dollar 


DE Mark 

FR Franc 
JP Yen.- 
NLCuljdcr 


0.708 

cm 

Xl833^ 


CL4514 

0.4537 

'6.5203 

03229 

0.1336 

0.1343 

0^071, 

0.6.101 

0.402 

0^04 

'6.4597-. 

■■OjWZN 


* Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


•I NEED HELP WITH 
MY HOMEWORK, 
816 BROTHER.. 

— rnai 


HERE.THE5E ARE 
THE PROBLEMS.. 


TWENTY QUESTIONS, , 
TWENTY ANSWERS.. 


TRY TO MAKE THEM 
COME OUT EVEN.. 



Andy Capp 
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PMpeRNtrcty 
N OT TAK ING ON 
ADDRESSING 
envelopes 
AT HOME/ 



Mutt’n’Jeff 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY 
JANUARY 6,1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Your career 
activities day starts out 
well, however later you 
may meet with annoy- 
ances which you had not 
intended -to confront, so 
make the best of a bad sit- 
uation. Take it in stride and 
proceed to your next pro- 
ject 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Show your mate 
today that you are devoted 
to him or her this morning, 
by doing some special 
activity which will be quite 
appreciated. This is not a 
good day or evening to get 
into expensive recreations 
so be thrifty. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Rid yourself of 
troublesome affairs at 
home today and you can 
make your home more 
comfortable. If you have 
guests in laier this evening, 
show consideration for 
them and make them feel 
welcome, so that they will 
return. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Han- 
dle your correspondence 
wisely today and answer 
letters which are most 
important to your career 
activities firsL Later this 
evening you can discuss 
any business activities with 
fellow associates and come 
up with a plan.of action. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is not a good day 
today to make any repairs 
needed on your property, 
so you should put them off 
until a more opportune 
period. Study brochures in 
the evening for good ideas 
concerning your career 
activities. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You have 
an excellent idea in the 
morning today which can 
you some Cfrfcri&fcti 
so 

your ''JjTatiS 1 .’ ,: You 
should not rely upon a 
friend yet to give you ideas 
for any projects until a bet- 
ter time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You may find 
it difficult to accomplish 
anything today, however it 
is only because you are 
taking on too much at once 
and you can slow down 
your pace. Later this 
evening would be a good 
time to go exit on the town 
with mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 2} 
to November 21) Be more 
self-dependent, since oth- 
ers may not be as helpful 
as you wish and you could 
always use some ass is 
lance. Enjoy a simple 
hobby and you can relax 
for the days ahead without 
feeling pressured by career 
activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be most wise in 
handling all career and 
public matters today so 
that you can be successful 
in your endeavours. Be 
safe, not Sony so that you 
will not experience any 
difficulties mid gain the 
respect of those in authori- 
ty- 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Cany through with 
course of action already 
put in operation today, 
even though you want to 
make changes with those 
procedures. Later this 
evening will be good for 
you to complete any pro- 
ject which has been put on 
hold. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
ro February 19) Do not dis- 
agree over a bill or a state- 
ment today, since it will 
only male* a difficult situa- 
tion only worse. Don’t 
pick a fight with your mate 
over something small or 
you could find yourself in 
the dog house for some- 
time. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You should not 
have that long conversa- 
tion with a fellow associate 
today which could lead to 
any difficult situation. Try 
to please an ally later this 
evening, since in the days 
ahead you might need to 
seek out his or her advice. 

Birthstone of January: 
Garnet — Rose Quartz. 
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Shair sees increased foreign capital entering the stock exchange this year 

Trading at AFM plunges by 40.7 % ; price index also drops in ‘96 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN ■ — Trading 
dipped by 40 per cent and 
prices shed nearly four per 
cent at the stock market in 
1996, the annual report of 
the bourse showed Sunday. 

-Wahib Shair, director- 
general of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). 
attributed the decline large- 
ly to the political uncertain- 
ties surrounding the Middle 


East peace process. 

However, Mr. Shair told a 
press conference where he 
released the annual AFM 
report, prospects look better 
for 1997, particularly in 
terms of foreign capital 
entering the stock market 

“We are expecting 
increased foreign capital 
entering the market during 
1997” he said, a ddin g 
dozens of new foreign 
investors . were licensed to 
enter the bourse in 1996 
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Preview of news from l£e '3lra£ic press 



Khalaf: Social safety package 
will be ready by end of March; 
implementation to start mid-1997 

** THE FINAL designs of the components of the 
social safety package will be ready by the end of 
March and the implementation of this package will 
start by mid 1997, Planning Minister Rima Khalaf 
has said. She indicated that the Ministry of Planning 
has actually started intensive contacts with the 
financing parties and has reached a preliminary 
agreement with Germany to convert 40 million 
Deutschemarks of Jordan debt to a grant to finance 
some of the package's projects . 

Dr. Khalaf clarified that the social safety package 
was not only to continue the policies of previous 
governments in remedying the problems of poverty 
and unemployment but also to eliminate the causes 
of those ills over the medium and long-term. She 
emphasised that preparing the components of the 
package was not an easy task noting that the social 
safety package was necessary to balance the eco- 
nomic adjustment programme. 

The minister said that the work on preparing the 
components of the package has started last Septem- 
ber in coordination with^the concerned institutions 
in the Kingdom aod some financiers to determine 
their willingness in financing the project of the 
package. Dr. Khalaf outlined the components of the 
package to be: 

1) Raising the minimum level of per capita con- 
sumption. iUL . 

.Xh 4 S component wasnot seen by the minister as 
requiring major effor^as although the percentage of 
poverty m the Kingdom was between 15 to 20 per 
cent, “the gap is not wide.” She explained that if the 
ita consumption amounts to 



should be eliminated. 

Dr. Khalaf saw no way to achieve this target 
except through giving direct aid through the Nation- 
al Aid -Fund which, she pointed out, needs restruc- 
turing especially after finding out that some of the 
fund ^ current policies do not encourage the benefi- 
ciaries to seek work. 

2) Establishing and improving the infrastructure in 
the poor areas of the country. 

3) Trainmg and rehabilitating the unemployed and 
especially those who are poor. 

4) Raising the income level of poor families, 
through self-employment, to set up small income- 
generating projects (AJ Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



‘1 like being overweight! 1 can gain 
10 pounds over the holidays 
and nobody notices!” 


that scrambled word game 

by Hanri Arnold and Mika Arprian 


Unacrambte mass lour Jumbles, 
ona tettor to each square, to form 
lour onfnary words. 
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WHAT 5HE &crr 
FPOM THE PI5- 
HONE5T &UTCHEE. 

... " 

Mow arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


b^y V o> «r y y 
Print ansvnr hem: [ I I I I 1 X J 

(Answere tomorrow) 

SaturdmA. I Jun**®* CUBIC INEPT BEDECK GIGOLO 

™ a * 3 1 Answer: Cleaning the African antelope exhibit left It 

looking — LIKE GNU 


and many applications were 
awaiting government 
approval. 

“Most of the newcomers 
were pension funds and 
investment houses from 
Europe and the U.S,*' said 
Jamil Tarifi, deputy chief of 
the AFM. “But we also saw 
an increasing interest from 
investors from the Far East, 
mainly Japanese,” Mr.Tari- 
fi told reporters. 

In general, Mr. Shair said, 
“the political uncertainties 
of the peace process 
depressed the market for a 
good part of 1996.” 
“Investors preferred to 
keep a low profile and kept 


their capital and holdings 
largely to themselves dur- 
ing the year" be added. 

Another depressing factor 
was high interest rates. Mr. 
Shair acknowledged that it 
did have an adverse impact 
on the market, but noted 
that “it is the right of the 
Central Bank to adopt 
whatever action is neces- 
sary to maintain the stabili- 
ty of the country’s curren- 
cy.” 

Mr. Shair noted that 
moves were intensified in 
1996 to modernise the oper- 
ations of the stock market. 
Under a French grant, the 
market is on the way to be 


BIS: International 
bank lending booms 


BASEL , Switzerland (AFP) 
— International lending by 
banks from leading coun- 
tries boomed by a record 
seven per cent in the first 
half of 1996, the Bank for 
International Settlements 
(BIS) reported Monday. 

And lending to the non- 
banking private sector had 
reached a record amount of 
42 per cent of the total, the 
BIS. known as the central 
bankers’ central bank, said 

European banks were 
leading the way in the 
developing world and were 
increasing their advantage 
over Japanese and U.S. 
banks in Asia and in Latin 
America. 

Banks declaring data to 
the BIS had lent $920.6 bil- 
lion , which represented an 
increase of $60.7 billion . 

These banks are in the so- 
called Group of 10 leading 
industrialised countries, and 
in Austria, Denmark. Spain, 
Finland Ireland Luxem- 
bourg and Norway. 

The BIS reported that dur- 
ing the first half, lending to 
interests in countries outside 
this zone had reached an 
unprecedented figure. 

Banks extended credit at a 
record amount in Asia, had 
lenl at a continuing substan- 
tial rate to Latin America 
and to eastern Europe, and 
had increased lending sub- 
stantially to smaller devel- 
oped countries. 

The BIS also reported thai 
short-term lending contin- 
ued to dominare credit activ- 
ities and that banks were 
increasing purchases of 
paper issued by agents in 
various regions. 

The bank analyzed the 
banks* respective shares by 
geographical origin on the 
basis of information sup- 
plied by central banks 
reporting on banks’ consoli- 
dated claims on various 
countries. 

The report said that “an 
important feature of the first 


half of 1996 was the extent 
of European banks’ involve- 
ment in the developing 
world, not only in Latin 
America and sub-Saharan 
Africa, but also in Asia.” 

“While most of the major 
European banking groups 
raised their exposure to 
Latin American in the first 
half of the year (LUC banks 
being the main exception), 
Spanish banks ranked first 
in terms of new lending.” 
the BIS indicated. 

“European banks also 
extended their recent lead 
over Japanese banks in the 
Asian region. Indeed, all of 
the reporting European 
banking groups increased 
their exposure to Asian 
countries in the first half of 
1996 the report said. 

“This increased presence 
in Asia can be related not 
only to the liberalisation of 
local financial markets and 
the dynamism of the region, 
but also to the limited scope 
for expansion within west- 
ern Europe and the -per- 
ceived difficulties in trying 
to access the U.S. market.” 
the bank explained. 

The report said; “Lending 
by North American banks to 
outside-area countries also 
expanded in the first half of 
1996, albeit ai a more mod- 
est pace than in the case of 
the European banks. Almost 
50 per cent of the new 
claims of North American 
banks were booked in the 
developing countries of 
Asia......” 

“Of note was the continu- 
ing progressive return of 
U.S. banks to the eastern 
and central European mar- 
kets, following an almost 
complete retrenchment up 
to 1992. In contrast, the 
extension of credit by 
Japanese banks to outside- 
area countries came to a vir- 
tual standstill,” the BIS con- 
cluded. 


fully automated before mid- 
199S. he said. 

“We are also involved in a 
continued process of bene- 
fiting from the experiences 
and modem technologies 
employed by other markets 
in the world, particularly 
the London Stock 
Exchange,” he told the 
press conference. 

The AFM’s annual report 
showed that trading during 
the year was 282.6 milli on 
dinars, down 40.7 per cent 
from the 1995 volume of 
418.9 million dinars. 

The peak year at the 
AFM. which was set up in 
1978, was 1993, when 
shares worth 968 million 
dinars changed hands, with 
the AFM official price 
index shooting up by near- 
ly 20 per cent. 


The AFM index, based on 
60 major companies and 
weighted at market value, 
closed for 1996 at 153.5 
points, down 5.7 points or 
3.6 per cent from the year’s 
opening of 159.2 points, the 
report showed. 

In sectoral terms, shares 
of commercial banks and 
financial institutions gained 
three per cent during the 
year. Industrial, service sec- 
tor and insurance firms all 
dipped by nearly 10 per 
cent each during the year, 
the AFM report showed. 

Industrials topped trading 
in 1996 with a turnover of 
111.35 million dinars, fol- 
lowed by commercial banks 
and financial institutions 
with 83 million dinars, ser- 
vice sector firms with 51.02 
million dinars ($71.93 mil- 


lion) and insurance compa- 
nies with 3.1 million dinars. 

According to Mr. Shair, 
15 new companies were 
included in the market's 
trading list, raising the total 
to 135 at the end of 1996. 

Total equity of the listed 
companies stood at 3.46 
billion dinars at the end of 
1996, compared with 3.49 ■ 
billion dinars at the end of 
the previous year. 

Total number of sub- 
scribed shares rose of 917 
million in 1996 from 835 
million in 1995. 

Average rate of return in 
1996 on stocks based on 
market value was 17.45 per 
cent, largely unchanged 
from the previous year, pre- 
liminary figures showed. 

At the primary market, 
the volume of new shares 


and bonds issued in 1996 
was JD206.7 million com- 
pared to JD355.S million in 
1995 

Mr. Shair, who took over 
as AFM chief in October 
succeeding Omayya 

Touqan, said the market 
appeared to be reacting pos- 
itively to the partial return 
of Iraq to the international 
oil market under its oil-for- 
food deal with the United 
Nations. 

“Investors seem to have 
found new enthusiasm (in 
dealing at the AFM) in the 
wake of the oil-for-food 
deal ” said Mr. Shair, in an 
implicit reference to hopes 
that Jordanian businesses, 
including dozens listed in 
the bourse, stood to benefit 
from exporting to Iraq. 


FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 


259.500 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.7 

1.39 

11 

1360 

3454B0 

249.00 

251.00 

2.00+ 


5.50D 

4.250 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

10.7 

2.88 

1 

100 

520 

5.15 

5.20 

.05+ 


1.230 

-BBO 

MID .EAST 3NV.BK. 

73.6 

0.0D 

52 

66700 

74095 

1.10 

1.12 

.02+ 


2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

5.0 

6.33 

3 

250125 

547774 

2.18 

2.20 

.02+ 


5.250 

4-250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12. B 

2.88 

4 

14936 

7 1480 

4.75 

4 79 

.04+ 


2.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.9 

0.00 

9 

910 

2375 

2.75 

2.61 

.14- 


1.090 

.880 

J OR. GULF BANK 

s.a 

7.22 

6 

6400 

6199 

.97 

-97 

— 


4.180 

3-480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.6 

0.00 

4 

1555 

5707 

3.67 

3.67 

- 

+ 

■ 3.210 

1.760 

BBIT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

1.1 

8.67 

2 

2 50 

433 

1.76 

1.73 

.03- 


1.480 

1.000 

PBILADEL.INV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

4 

1100 

1436 

1.32 

1.31 

.01- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX : 192 

68 *CHG: 

*0.58 

96 

■343436 

1055499 





4.830 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 

5.4 

10.63 

7 

1050 

2006 

1.96 

1.90 

.06- 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 120.52 *CHGt 

-0.30 

7 

1050 

2006 





1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC FWR. 

11.3 

7.36 

a 

4038 

6616 

1.64 

1.-. 3 

.01- 


1.560 

1-250 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

9.6 

6.85 

i 

50 

73 

1.46 

1.06 

- 


2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.9 

7.75 

l 

250 

645 

2.65 

2.JS 

.07- 


1.7B0 

1 .080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

16 

4300 

5125 

1.19 

1. -3 

- 


1.150 

.580 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

33.4 

0-00 

3 

6E0 

423 

.68 

. !■ 5 

.03- 


1.250 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

6 

1650 

1730 

1.04 

1.-4 

— 


2.310 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.1 

4.74 

28 

8500 

1 0061 

2.12 

3 .1 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 134.93 *CHG: 

-0.39 

63 

19438 

32671 





3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FAfT. 

19.3 

2.97 

33 

42704 

143945 

3. 35 

3.37 

.02+ 


3-500 

2 . 7 id 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

34.1 

0.00 

1 

200 

634 

3.32 

j.,7 

.15- 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

9-8 

Q. 25 

10 

B8B 

B620 

9.56 

9. -0 

.12 + 


1-590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

55.5 

0.00 

1 

50 

62 

. 1.25 

l.JS 

• 


7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.7 

3.6B 

1 

100 

6S0 

7.15 

6.80 

.35- 


4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

19.7 

5.59 

10 

5450 

19613 

3.62 

3.58 

.04- 


6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

7.3 

4.24 

2 

125 

738 

5.95 

5.90 

.05- 


2.360 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT- 

9.1 

7.27 

4 

1100 

1915 

1.65 

1.65 

- 


7.700 

4. 250 

DAR alpawa dv.inv. 

13.4 

4.09 

2 

850 

4165 

4.95 

4.90 

.05- 


5.SOO 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

9.1 

8.22 

4 

1000 

3650 

3.66 

3.65 

.Dl- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK S. POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

74 

110650 

69715 

.62 

.63 

.01+ 


1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

8.1 

8.70 

33 

14250 

167J0 

1.15 

1.19 

.04+ 


1.050 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

10.1 

B. 82 

27 

21250 

14648 

.72 

.68 

.04- 


1.690 

.930 

I NTERMED . PETRO- CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

33 

12500 

1 3715 

1.0E 

1.10 

.02 + 


3.250 

2.280 

UNIV.CHKM.INDS- 

77.5 

0.00 

1 

150 

440 

2.93 

2. 13 

- 


3.830 

2.130 

NATL, CABLE. WIRE . HFAC 

■ 15. B 

0.00 

8 

108C. 

2772 

2.61 

2.19 

-02- 


1.7B0 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM.CHEK. 

27.0 ' 

0.00 

41 

■13232 ■ 

19264 

1.40 

1. 44 

.04+ 


3.260 

1.440 

DNIV. MODN.INDS. 

5.3 

11.43 

3 

BOO 

1410 

1.70 

1. 75 

.03- 


2.000 

1.140 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

16.3 

0.00 

17 

10433 

13565 

1.31 

1. 30 

.01- 


1.420 

. .840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.5 

0.00 

44 

26500 

25211 

.95 

.94 

.01- 


2 . 460 

1.750 

EL -SAY HEADY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

9 

11710 

22362 

1.91 

:.9i 

- 


1.390 

1.080 

INTL- TOBACCO 

30.8 

0.00 

13 

5500 

7173 

1.30 

1-31 

.01+ 


1.600 

.930 

UNION CB. S VEG. 

23.9 

0.00 

* 

1100 

1087 

1.00 

.37 

.03- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX; 114.09 *CHG: 

-0.63 

373 

281622 

392024 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX! 151 

65 Z CHG i 

‘0.03 

539 

645546 

1482199 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

05/01/1997 





.740 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

21.3 

0.00 

1 

600 

31B 

-S3 

53 

_ 


-BOO 

.500 

JOB .TRADE FAC. 

14.1 

0.00 

13 

9500 

4985 

- 52 

.53 

. .01+ 


.890 

.700 

UNION INV. 50 ■* 

69.8 

0.00 

4 

6000 

1380 

.73 

.73 

- 


1.020 

.370 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

30 

33850 

15228 

.44 

.45 

.01 + 

N 

.950 

.670 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75 > 

15.6 

0.00 

5 

611 

266 

.67 

.69 

.02+ 


-BOO 

.510 

ARAB FOOD G MED. 

E 

0.00 

4 

1500 

900 

.60 

-60 

- 


1.730 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 


500 

684 

1.34 

' 1.37 

.03+ 


.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV.TRD. 

■3 

0.00 

22 

45100 

23783 

.50 

.53 

.03 + 


.910 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

3 

1250 

713 

■ 50 

.57 

.01- 


1-000 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAM I CO 

E 

0.00 

19 

24850 

12152 

..47 

.49 

.02+ 


.760 

.430 

NAY2AK DIBS G MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

3 

1200 

631 

.50 

.33 

.03+ 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

S 

0.00 

4 

3225 

2451 

.77 

76 

.01- 


.800 

.570 

RA2I PHARM. 65* 

a 

0.00 

9 

4000 

1000 

.58 

50 

.02+ 


-BIO 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

26.5 

0.00 

13 

16BOO 

7224 

.42 

.43 

.01+ 


1.380 

-760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

2 

4000 

3160 

.78 

.79 

.01+ 


.590 

.360 

I. TEXTILE MAKUF. 

9 

0.00 

1 

150 

71 

.49 

.47 

.02- 

B 

1.020 

.800 

ARAB I NT. FOOT FACT. 

70.2 

0.00 

4 

16000 

16000 

1.02 

1.00 

.02- 

N 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

a. i 

0.00 

49 

100500 

6S48B 

.68 

.69 

.01+ 

GRAND TOTAL 





IBB 

269636 

159431 





+ : New 12 none ho low 
N : LlBCed during -ha past 12 noncha 
P i P/E ratio io 100 or sure 
g i Negative P/E 

E i Earning io zero or N/A for Che moot recent year 
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DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR REN1 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Ab^joun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAH* 

Fcofetetonal Qufityj in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our ahop and get> 


• JUi 


tmtm 


• Frmm mmlar f< 
mmmt20x 30 am 

Shmeiwu i ■ 

Bulk. Phone: 

SweSeh tel: 823891 


■CLEANING SERVICES 

HOVLOEHCAv 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-.MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
r! FA TINT) SYSTEM Si 


-FOR RENT: 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 
Pi ATS i ELF: NISH EDA 
• LNFLRMSHE) 




SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY I 

NewTowSeawn" 

RateSwFax 8639511 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


m 



Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


TKL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 




crown hoih. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

■SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS ROOM 
■TBMN 1 S& SQUASH 
COURTS ' 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




TO HDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ent. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 

Vie f(eal ItaUap paste 
■ Gourmet PEZfl . 

■li/s use -Jk u*7 Uat tymSegu 


TV 

tuv 


TryiheOflly 

v STTJFFEDP/ZZA7SL' 

3 is Jen iBwaga Style) tor 

> PAN PIZZA < 

? (Thai «Tt**Crua) ▼ 
DALIAN SANDWICHES 

^ ftc'icraw? 'Jrstak 

The bfeor Term B) tb* Uita Entrance 

AJatiDa - Atari* 

Supoissoro- 

Tel. 68S471 ExL 32 
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Hawks swamp Knicks 88-71; Kinsella strike stuns Newcastle 


Pistons embarrass Raptors 


ATLANTA (R) — Henry 
James scored 19 points to 
lead a balanced attack as 
the Atlanta Hawks won 
their 11th straight home 
game, an S8-7I rout of the 
New York Knicks on 
Saturday. 

Steve Smith added ] S 
points and Christian 
Laettner 17 for Atlanta, 
which has won 1 3 of its last 
18 games. 

Patrick Ewing scored 16 
points and Allan Houston 
and John Starks added nine 
apiece for New York, 
which has lost five of its 
last seven games. 

"I was just taking advan- 
tage of open shots." said 
James. "The guys hit me, 1 
just thought we put a lot of 
pressure on them in making 
them do different things." 

In Detroit, Michael Curry 
scored 15 of his career-high 
17 points in the first half as 
the Detroit Pistons raced to 
a 22-point lead and routed 
the Toronto Raptors. 1 1 S- 
74, for their fourth consec- 
utive victory. 

The 44-point margin of 
victory was the Pistons' 
second-largest ever, trailing 
only their 46- point rout of 
the Indiana Pacers in 1987. 

‘I told my guys remem- 
ber how you got beat." 
Raptors coach Darrell 
Walker said. "Don't let it 
go out of your mind. This 
was a tough and embarrass- 
ing loss but we'll be fine.” 

fn Charlotte, Rod 
Strickland scored 28 points 
and Tracy Murray had eight 
of his 20 in a 19-0 burst as 
the Washington Bullets 
limited the Charlotte 
Hornets to seven third- 
quarter points on the way to 
a 104-93 victory. 

Juwan Howard added 17 
points and seven rebounds 
and Gheorghe Muresan had 
15 points and 14 boards for 
Washington, which erased 
a one-point deficit and 
forged an IS-poim lead by 
outscoring Charlotte 2S-7 
in the third period. 

‘Tonight the defence won 
the game for us." Howard 
said. 

In Cleveland. Terrell 
Brandon scored nine of his 
32 points in a first-quarter 
run as the Cleveland 
Ca% alters took early con- 
trol and cruised to their 
eighth straight home win. 
99-9] over the Indiana 
Pacers. 

Chris Mills added 20 



Detroit Pistons’ Grant Hill (right) fouls Toronto Raptors’ Carlos Rogers while trying 
to reject Rogers' slam attempt during first period NBA play on Saturday at the 
Palace in Auburn Hills (Reuters photo) 


points and 10 rebounds for 
the Cavaliers, who never 
trailed after the first four 
minutes and led by as many 
as 19 points. 

Reggie Miller scored 20 
points and Dale Davis IS 
for the Pacers. 

In Dallas. Arvydas 
Subonis scored a career- 
high 33 points and grabbed 
12 rebounds to lead the 
Portland Trail Blazers to 
their fourth straight victory. 
110-104 over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

The seven-foot Sabonis 
shot I I-for-13 (S5 percent) 
from the field, including 3- 
l'or-3 from three-point 
range. Kenny Anderson 
had 25 points. 1 1 us.si.sLs 
and eight rebounds for 
Portland. 


In Houston. Darriek 
Martin scored 20 points, 
including the tie-breaking 
free throws with 1:16 
remaining, as the Los 
Angeles Clippers rallied 
for a rare 95-91 victory 
over the slumping Houston 
Rockets. '= 

Loy Vaught had 20 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
Clippers, who held the 
Rockets scoreless over the 
final 2:01 and beat Houston 
for just the second time in 
the last 17 meetings. 

Hakeem Olajuwon 
totalled 25 points and 10 
rebounds and Charles 
Barkley added 23 and 13 
for the Rockets. 

In Milwaukee. Tom 
Gugliotta scored seven of 
his 25 points in the fourth 


quarter and the Minnesota 
Timberwolves limited 
Milwaukee to 22 per cent 
shooting in the final period 
on the way to their sixth 
win in seven games. 97-91 
over the Bucks. 

Kevin Gamert scored 22 
points -and grabbed 13 
rebounds for Minnesota 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 28 points and Bryon 
Russell made a key steal 
and free throw in the final 
18 seconds as the Utah Jazz 
ended the Miami Heat’s 14- 
game road winning streak 
with an 83-80 victory. 

Malone also grabbed 12 
rebounds. Jeff Homacek 
scored 13 points. Russell 
added 1 1 and John 
Stockton handed out 11 
assists for Utah. 


LUXURY APARTMENT FOR RENT 

200 sq.m. 1st floor apartment of: 

3 spacious bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, master bedroom, 
openly designed living, dining and family room, luxurious 
Italian marble floors, bright kitchen and more than 90 
sq.m, of terrace overlooking Mecca St. 

High tech, separate central heating and also separate 
water 8. electricity metres in addition to modern security 
system. 

For appointment and enquiries, please call 
Mazen Kawar at 079-23652 — 667028 



Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. 
ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO. 3/F 97 
JPMC ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO BID NO. 
3F/97, FOR THE SUPPLY OF:- 

((Flotation Reagent for Eshidiya 
Benefication Plant)) Qty. (1,400) metric 
tonnes 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Monday. 20th January, 1997. 
Application for documents should be accompanied 
by a non-refundable fee of JD (75) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Monday. 3rd February 1997. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

New furnished or unfurnished flat consisting of 3 
bedrooms (including 1 master), 4 bathrooms, 
separate living room, dining, guest, maid's room 
with modern kitchen, separate central heating, 
telephone and intercom. Located between the 7th 
and 8th Circles, near Royal Automobile Club 
Please contact the owner directly at: 
696929 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
815121 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 


Canadian GraduateJVj 
Association 

• are you a Canadian Graduate? 

• are you working with Canadian 
industries? 

• are you a Canadian residing in Jordan 

If you answered yes to any of the above then 
contact the Canadian Graduate Association 
immediately. From establishing contacts to 
parties to receptions, CGA promises your 
call will be the first step in joining a fun-filled 
association. Call now to become a member 
or volunteer as one of the founders. 

Call 821 - 590/821 - 591 
between 10 to 2 or from 4 to 6 
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LONDON (AFP.) — Mark 
Kinsella ruined Robert 
Lee’s homecoming with a 
stunning late equaliser that 
earned Charlton Athletic an 
FA Cup replay with 
Premiership giants 

Newcastle at the Valley on 
Sunday. 

Newcastle were on course 
for a place in the fourth 
round after England mid- 
fielder Lee had fired them 
intp a first-half lead. But 1 1 
minutes from time, Kinsella 
burst from midfield and 
unleashed a ferocious drive 
from 25 metres which flew 
into the top right hand cor- 
ner of Shaka Hislop’s goal. 

The First Division side 
fully deserved their equalis- 


er after matching their 
multi-million pound visitors 
for commitment and enter- 
prise in the freezing condi- 
tions. 

But it was an unhappy end 
to an emotional day for Lee 
on his return to the club 
where he spent ten years 
before being sold to 
Newcastle in 1992 for 
£700,000. The cash allowed 
Charlton to return to their 
famous ground. 

It was his first trip back to 
the South London club and 
after 32 minutes Lee, who 
dominated a fiercely com- 
petitive game in the first 
half, was celebrating the 
breakthrough. 

Lee Clark centred from 


the right for England cap- 
tain Alan Shearer to head 
down for the unmarked Lee 
to poke the ball past Andy 
Petterson from eight metres 
at the second attempt. 

And just before the break 
Lee came close to grabbing 
a second with a powerful 
drive that grazed the outside 
of the post after a surging 
run to the edge of the box. 

But Charlton were furious 
as they went in at the inter- 
val after the referee David 
Allison opted not to award 
them a penalty two minutes 
before Lee struck- 

England under-21 man 
Shaun Newton rounded 
Newcastle left-back John 
Beresford only to be hauled 


back by his shirt as he tried 
to get on to the loose ball. 

Goalscorer Kinsella said: 
‘‘We got what we deserved 
for our second half perfor- 
mance. We showed them far 
too much respect in the first 
when to be fair, they could 
have scored three or four 
more. "Now we are just 
looking forward to going up 
to a full house at Newcastle 
and maybe spring a surprise 
up there." 

Lee said his former club 
thoroughly deserved their 
draw. 

"Charlton played really 
well in the second half and 
all credit to them for getting 
the replay,” said Lee. 


Top Arab soccer player dies after match 


TUNIS (AP) — Champion Tunisian soccer player, 
Medi Ben Rekhissa, died of a heart attack after a 
friendly weekend match with a French team, the offi- 
cial news agency TAP reported Sunday. He was 26. 

Ben Rekhissa, voted best Arab soccer player in 1995, 
collapsed shortly after the Saturday night match 
between his team, Esperance Tunis, and Olympique 
Lyonnais at Thais’ Zouiten Stadium. 

Efforts to revive him, first at the stadium then at a 
nearby hospital, failed, according to TAP, which quot- 
ed informed medical sources. They said he died of a 


heart attack, but gave no farther information. 

Ben Rekhissa, who was not married, was considered 
a pillar of Tbnisian soccer. The multi-talented defend- 
er for Esperance also could be used offensively as a 
striker. 

Ben Rekhissa accumulated numerous awards in his 
illustrious career with his club that included national, 
Arab and African Cup titles. Among them were the 
the Super Cup of Africa, the Arab Super Cup and the 
Cap of Afro-Asiatic Clubs. 


Leeds Sick Nigerian coach takes 


reject plea 
by Brolin 

LEEDS, England (AFP) — 
Tomas Brolin will remain 
in the football wilderness 
after Leeds United rejected 
a request ro train with his 
former club Parma on 
Sunday. 

Leeds have told the 
Serie-A side that they must 
table an offer if they want 
the Swedish international 
striker, who is in breach of 
contract by staying away 
from the Premiership, club. 

Leeds chairman „BjJJ 
Fotherby Fotherby said: *‘If 
be wants to train he should 
do so with us because he is 
a Leeds Linked player and 
we hold his registration. 

"I have told Parma that if 
they want him they should 
make an offer and we will 
talk.” 

Brolin cost leeds- £4.5 
million (about $7 million) 
from Parma in November 
1995 but fell out with man- 
ager Howard Wilkinson 
and has since ignored pleas 
from Wilkinson's succes- 
sor George Graham to 


seven players to Kenya 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s 
coach Amodu Shaibu had a 
squad of just seven players 
with him when be left for 
Nairobi on Saturday to begin 
preparations for a vital World 
Cup qualifier against Kenya 
on Jan. II. 

But Shaibu, himself sick 
with Gastroenteritis, said he 
expected to have his full 
squad of 19 in camp by 
Wednesday. 

“Some players are staying 
behind due to persona] prob- 
lems while others are. stiff. 


playing for clubs abroad, only 
promising to join us in 
Kenya," he explained at the 
airport “They didn’t report to 
camp on Dec. 2S as I'd 
planned and when a few did 
later, the Nigeria Football 
Association (NFA) had not 
made lodging arrangements.” 

“I am still suffering from 
gastroenteritis and very 
unhappy that we couldn’t 
commence training here 
before heading for Kenya,” 
Shaibu said. 

T have now shifted my 


camp to Kenya where we will 
Stan training on Monday. I 
should have my full squad of 
19 players by Wednesday and 
everything will be all right." 

Local newspaper reports 
said foe NFA could not secure 
hotel accommodation for foe 
players because it was in debt 
to several Lagos hotels. 

The match is vital for the 
reigning Olympic champions, 
who are second behind 
Guinea in their group on goal 
difference with only one team 
to qualify from the group. 


‘Magic’ Johnson receives visa to 
travel to Indonesia — promoter 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Organisers of an exhibition 
tour to Indonesia by U.S. bas- 
ketball star Earvin ‘magic’ 
Johnson have denied sugges- 
tions that his visa has been 
delayed because he was 
barred in 1994 because of his 
HTV infection, a report said 
Sunday. ‘It is not true that a 
visa for Magic Johnson has 
not been issued as reported ... 


on Saturday,” said foe event's 
promoter Marcel Maul ana 
On Saturday, foe Republika 
daily said Johnson’s visa had 
been delayed, quoting immi- 
gration officials as saying they 
were "stiff co-ordinating" with 
related government agencies 
on the visa. But Maulana said 
Johnson and his ream obtained 
business visas from 
Indonesia’s representative 


office in Los Angeles on Dec. 
3. Johnson was last month 
given government permission 
to come to Indonesia for two 
exhibition matches on Jan. 8 
and 9. Indonesian immi gration 
authorities in January 1994 
barred Johnson from entering 
foe country citing their fights 
to bar entry to a person suffer- 
ing from insanity or conta- 
gious diseases. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living room, 
fully equipped, telephone, television & central 
heating. Between the Fourth & Fifth Circles, Jabal 
Amman, near A mmon Hotel. 

Tel: (777112) 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

(674028) after 4 p.m. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
0 IN UM UTHAYNAH 

Ground floor , 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 


Separate Central Heat 
Contact Tel. : 5530444 


parking. 


Amra Forum Hotel 




orum 

hotels 


New telephone & fax numbers 
as of today, January 6th ; 1997 


5570001 


fax 5510003 


Congo national team 
face World Cup forfeit 

BRAZZAVILLE (R) — Congo may be forced to forfeit their 
next World Cup qualifier because of a dispute over money 
owed to the African Football Confederation. 

The confederation has given Congo’s national federation 
until Jan. 10 to pay the membership arrears, estimated at 20 
million CFA francs ($38,000), or be banned from playing 
their Jan. 12 Africa zone match against Zaire, a government 
official said on Saturday. It was not immediately clear how 
the points within group three would be distributed. Zambia 
and South Africa are the other te ams involved. 


British Ladies Of Amman 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The only meeting for January will now 
be held on Tuesday 7th January At 10 
a.m., at the Forte Grand Hotel. 


Cars For Sale (Duty Unpaid) 

1 ) Nissan 4-wheel-drive, model 
Pathfinder 1992 - JD 7,500. 

2) Fiat Uno 1992 - JD 2,500 

Tel: 677581. 



A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone «... in 


Richard Gere, Sian Connery | * The Hunchback Of 
& Julia Ormond... .in j Notre Dame 


DAYLIGHT "RST knight 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Silows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


[Shows: 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 

* RANSOM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


f CINEMA 1EL:677420 ^ 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” ^ 

Robert Denero & Welsly Snipes ..in 

THE FAN 

^^ 00 . 8 : 1 ^ 10:30 

C0NC0R0 “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


/ Nabll & Hisham’s Theatre” ^ 

K TEL: 625155 


The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

“AI Aman Ya Ho”, 
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Klim wins 4 gold medals 
at World Cup swimming 
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HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Olympic champion 
Claudia Poll won three 
gold medals but it was 
Australian youngster 
Michael Klim who stole 
ihe show with four golds in 
the Epson World Cup 
short-course champi- 
onships here Sunday. 

Klim, 19, added two 
more gold medals to the 
pair he won on Saturday as 
the Australian men out- 
muscled the Chinese 
women to top the medal 
standings with nine golds 
compared to China’s 
seven. Poll, Olympic gold 
medallist in the women's 
200m freestyle, on Sunday 
won the women's 400m 
freestyle for her third gold 
medal of the meet. 

She also collected one 
silver in the 100m 
freestyle, losing out to 
China's Nian Yun. 

1 have not competed in 
the 100 freestyle for two 
years so I am happy with 
three gold medals and my 


times," said Poll. 

Klim, a protegd of 
Russian Gennady Tureski, 
the man who produced 
world record holder 
Alexander Popov, won the 
men's 200m freestyle and 
the men's 100m butterfly 
to sweep the events he 
entered. 

Mathew Dunn won the 
men’s 200m individual 
medley and Adrian 
Radley’s double in the 50 
and 200m backstroke took 
Australia’s haul over two 
days to nine golds. 

Klim is part of a batch of 
youngsters being groomed 
by Australia for success at 
the 2000 Olympics in 
Sydney. 

“I think its about time 
Australia takes its place at 
the top of world swim- 
ming," said the 
Melboume-born Klim, 
who trains at the Institute 
of Sport at Canberra. 

"We have a lot of young 
guys coming up. 

“I have to thank Tureski 


for my performances. He's 
the one who is responsible 
for my form. 

“Popov is a swimmer 1 
look up to. He is a man on 
a mission and that is some- 
thing I strive for." 

Nian Yun. Chen Yan and 
Wang Wei triumphed for 
China to take their gold 
total to seven. 

Nian avenged her defeat 
to Poll in the 200 metres 
freestyle to edge the Costa 
Rican for gold in the 100 
metres freestyle. 

Chen picked up her sec- 
ond gold by winning the 
100m backstroke while 
Wang also made it a golden 
double by winning the 
200m breaststroke. 

Double gold medallists 
over two days include 
Japan's Yasuko Tajiraa. 
who Sunday won the 
women’s 400m individual 
medley and France’s Diane 
Buiduyet, who added the 
women's 50m butterfly 
title to her coDection. 


coach takes 
to Kenya 


Italian Serie A results 

MILAN (AFP) — Serie A resalts on Sunday: 

— Atalanta 1 (Magallanes 90) Verona 0 

— Cagliari 1 (Lonstrup 78) Piacenza 0 

— Fiorentina 3 (Colonnese 54og, Oliveira 58, Robbiati. 
90) Napoli 0 

— Inter Milan 3 (Ganz 11, Djorkaeff 39, Fresi 68) AS 
Roma I (Delvecchio 46) 

— Parma 1 (Chiesa 2) Juventus 0 

— Perugia 1 (Rapajc 89) Reggiana 3 (Simutenkov 76, 
86, Parente 90) 

— Udinese 4 (Amoroso 23, 62, Cappioli 43, Bia 90 pen) 

— Sampdoria 5 (Mancini 5, 18, 33. Montella 10, 74) 

— Vicenza 2 (Otero 63, 73 pen) Bologna 0 
*Lazio VAC Milan ( evening kick-off) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 
. +K2 

SQ964S 
0853 
+ QX07 

WEST EAST 

*1074 *98653 

<75 <787 

0KQJ9 010742 

+AK864 *32 

SOUTH 
*AQJ 
UAEJ102 
OA6 
*495 

The bidding 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
IV a* 29 Pmw 

«? Pmi Pm* Pa « 


Iridge columnists are wont to 
discuss brilliancies by experts, 
involving such strange animals as 
compound squeezes, trump coups 
ond assumption. Don’t worry if 
some of this is over your heod. 
Where the average player loses the 
meet is in failing to pay attention to 
details, such as counting tho hands, 
or watching what cards partner 
pUys. 

North-South reached the heart 


watCHTHSOSE SPOTS 

game in quick time. North would 
have raised to two hearts whether 
or not West mterferred in the auc- 
tion. and South dearly had the vak 
ues to take a she* at game. 

West led the king of dobs, East 
produced the three and declarer 
tried a futile false-card by dropping 
the jack. Convinced that South hdd 
a singleton, West promptly shifted 
to the king of diamonds in an effort 
to set up tricks in that suit Declar- 
er won the ace, drew tramps and 
eventually conceded a diamond and 
a second dub, just making the con- 
tract. 

. "Had you continued duhs I would 
■have ruffed the third round and we 
would have defeated the contract* 
remarked East "But you gave me a 
low dub,” complained West 
j Had West followed the fall of the 
{cards at brick one more carefully, il 
'might have been obvious that the 
deuce of clubs was missing. Ii 
declarer held that card, the false; 
card was unnecessary. More logics 
was to presume that partner belt 
that card and was starting ar 
encouraging echo by first playin* 
the three. Either way, no barer 
could befall the defense by continu 
ing with the ace of clubs. Wher 
declarer followed to this trick anc 
East produced the two, the ens u frq 
ruff would have sunk the game- 


Favourites 
shine as Ickx 
bows out of 
Dakar Rally 

PARIS (R) — Favourites led 
the way into the Dakar- 
Agades-Dakar Rally which 
started without veteran 
Belgian driver Jacky Ickx on 
Saturday. 

Three Mitsubishi, led by 
Frenchman Jean-Pi erre 
Fontenay, took the top three 
spots in the 587-kilometre 
first stage which led the car- 
avan through Senegal from 
Dakar to Tarabacounda. 

But Ickx, a' regular of the 
race since it was launctiedln 
1979, had to give up before 
the start because of a virus 
which has been hampering 
his career for months. 

“I thought I was strong 
enough to start but I felt the 
same symptoms as in the 
past,” said the former 
Formula One driver, who 
was to start the rally with his 
daughter Vanina. 

In his absence, Mitsubishi, 
by far the strongest ream in 
an event which has tried this 
year to return to its amateur 
roots by leaving out official 
squads, were untouchable. 

Fontenay led compatriot 
Bruno Saby and Japan's 
Kenjiro Shinozuka in the 
275-kilometre timed section. 

In foe motorcycle section, 
four times winner Stpehane 
Peterhansel confirmed he 
would again be hard to beat 
by w innin g foe stage in 
impressive fashion. 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 6, 1997 


11 


Pierce ousts Spirlea; Philippoussis withdraws 


The staff' of the British Council in Jordan 
extend their heartiest congratulations to 
their Director, Dr David Burton, on the 
occasion of his being awarded the Order 
of the British Empire by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s government in recognition of 
his outstanding efforts on behalf of the 
British Council. 

Registered in England as n charity no 209131 



Agencies 

FORMER AUSTRALIAN 
Open champion Maty Pierce 
ousted fifth seed Irma-SpirJea 
of Romania on Sunday in a 
first-round upset at a warm- 
up event for foe first Grand 
Slam of foe season. 

The Canadian-born, U.S.- 
based French player defeated 
Spirlea 6-3 4-6 6-4 on foe 
first day of foe Sydney 
International. the last 
rehearsal before next week's 
Australian Open in 
Melbourne. 

But foe men's singles lost 
giant Australian Mart: 
Philippoussis because of ten- 
dinitis in his right forearm. 

Philippoussis. who beat 
world number one Pete 
Sampras at last year’s 
Australian Open, hit with top 
seed Goran Ivanisevic for 30 
minutes in practice on 
Sunday before foe injury 
forced him off court. 

Tournament Director Barry 
Masters said Philippoussis, 
who ended last year ranked 
30th, was advised by doctors 
not to hit balls for foe rest of 
the week so he can recover 
for the Australian Open. 

Pierce, whose ranking has 
dropped to 24th. is gradually 
rediscovering her form after 
a lingering shoulder injury 
and was rusty after a three- 
month layoff. But she still 
showed some of the power 
that won her foe open in 
1995 as she built up an early 
6-3 4-2 lead over the 10th- 
ranked Spirlea. 

But foe Romanian baselin- 
er used a fast first serve and 
unsettling sliced backhand to 
take foe next four games and 
looked likely to repeat foe 
three-set win she enjoyed 
over Pierce in the final of a 
tour event in Florida last 
April. 

The third set began with 
four successive breaks of ser- 
vice before the two settled 
down. Pierce botched an 
easy smash on her first match 
point but made no mistake 
with her second and broke 
Spiriea's serve to take foe 
final set 

Pierce, 21, said she was 
still suffering from foe shoul- 
der weakness and hoped to 
use foe Sydney tournament 
to play ’*a lot of tough match- 
es against a lot of tough 
girls." 

Her second round oppo- 
nent will be Yayuk Basuki of 
Indonesia, who defeated 
Australia's Nicole Bradtke 6- 
3 3-6 6-0. Bradtke. 27, has 
also had persistent shoulder 
problems and said she would 
decide after foe Jan. 13-26 


TENNIS ROUNDUP 



FRANCE’S MARY PIERCE IN ACTION AGAINST ROMANIAN SPIRLEA: 
France's Mary Pierce serves during her first round match against Romania's Irina 
Spirlea at the Sydney International at White City Sunday. Pierce defeated Spirlea in 
three sets 6-3 4-6 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


Australian Open whether to 
continue in foe game. 

“I don’t know what I’m 
doing or where I’m going," 
said a dejected Bradtke. 

Top women seeds Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, Martina 
Hingis, Iva Majoli and 
Lindsay Davenport have all 
received byes into the second 
round and are not expected to 
play before Tuesday. 

Woodbridge crushes 
Draper for bardcoort title 

In Adelaide, doubles spe- 
cialist Todd Woodbridge won 
his second career singles title 
on Sunday with a crushing 6- 
2 6-1 defeat of fellow- 
Australian Scott Draper in 
the final of the Australian 
Hardcourt Tennis 

Championship. 

Woodbridge, who with 


compatriot Mark Woodfbrde 
has formed the best doubles 
combination in the world, 
needed only 58 minutes to 
overwhelm wildcard entrant 
Draper at Memorial Drive. 

•It’s great to get my own 
name up in lights instead of 
with the two Woodies," 
Woodbridge later told 
reporters. ~ 

‘1 had a good year in 1996 
and then to come back in ‘97 
and win a singles tournament 
is great. I hope I can take foe 
form through the year," he 
said. 

Fourth seed Woodbridge 
was the only seeded player 
left in the rouraaraent after 
most of the seeds, including 
top-ranked Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov of Russia, failed 
to progress past the first 
round. 

Woodbridge broke his 
inexperienced opponent's 


serve twice in foe first set and 
went on to dominate the 
match against Draper, who 
received treatment several 
times at foe change of ends 
for a slight groin injuiy. 

“My only problem today 
was Todd Woodbridge. He 
played great tennis,” Draper 
said. 

Woodbridge's previous 
ATP singles triumph was in 
the Red Clay Championships 
at Coral Springs in the 
United States in May, 1995. 
The win over Draper marked 
his eighth appearance in an 
ATP singles final. 

Likbovtseva fights back 
to win classic title 

Elsewhere in Australia, 
Elena Likhovtseva of Russia 
on Sunday fought back from 
the brink of defeat to score a 
3-6 7-6 (9-7) 6-3 win over 




*7 Hohuuc 

Maternity clothes for the 
stylish mother to be. 

Announces the start of its 


Japan’s Ai Sugiyama in the 
final of the Gold Coast 
Classic women’s tennis tour- 
nament. 

Sugiyama dominated the 
early stages of the match 
against third-seeded 

likhovtseva with accurate 
passing shots and raced to a 
4-1 lead in the second ser 
after taking the first in con- 
vincing fashion. 

Likhovtseva took advan- 
tage of two successive dou- 
ble faults by Sugiyama in the 
sixth game of the second set 
and went on to break her 
third-seeded opponent’s 
serve twice to force the 
tiebreaker. 

Sugiyama held a match 
point in the tiebreaker but 
Likhovtseva again fought 
back to push the final into a 
deciding third set. 

The Russian, ranked 18th 
in the world, then took a 3-1 
lead over Sugiyama and was 
never headed as she went on 
to take her second WTA Tour 
title. 

Courier ousts Henman 
to take Qatar title 

In Doha, eighth seed Jim 
Courier of foe United States 
ended Tim Henman's dreams 
of a first ATP title here 
Sunday when he defeated the 
Briton in three sets in foe 
final of the $625,000 Qatar 
Open. 

Courier came through 7-5, 
6-7 (5/7), 6-2 in two hours 2S 
minutes after Henman, 
ranked 29 in foe world and 
playing his first tour final, 
had put up a valiant fight 
against the former world 
number one. 

Courier seemed to be in the 
driving seat after taking the 
first set 7-5. 

But he lost his way in the 
second against his stylish 
opponent, who forced the 
American to a tie-break and 
then made him concede his 
first set of the tournament 

Henman kept his nerve 
superbly to take the tiebreaJcT 
er 7-5 after a pulsating sec 1 ' 
ond set in which he estalfc. 
lished an early break — rine ‘ 
of four he managed in total 
during foe match — to get 
his nose in front 

But Courier pulled himself 
together in foe final set to 
break foe Briton twice, in the 
first and third games, as he 
emulated previous winners 
Boris Becker, Stefan Edberg 
(twice) and Czech star Petr 
Korda. 

Courier's first title win 
since March last year in 
Philadelphia should propel 
him from 26 in the world 
rankings into foe top 15. 


Institute) Cervantes 

SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 


SPANISH COURSES 


* REGULAR COURSES (ALL LEVELS) . 
% SPECIAL INTENSIVE COURSES DURING 

RAMADAN ( ONLY FOR BEGINNERS ) 

* Special Courses 

-Spanish for.Business -Spanish for Tourism 

Registration : 02 . 04 . 05 . 06 - 07 . 08 

January 1997 

Courses begin on : 06 January 1997 


SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR 
EXCELLING STUDEKTS 


Information ® 610858 


wt&i Si 

_/A 

WITH 50% DISCOUNT 

ON ALL MATERNITY CLOTHES 

Tel: 079 31209 
Opening hours 

10:00 ajn. to 1:30 p.m& 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.ra. 

Abdoun Circle 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


One of the leading Trading and Industrial Groups in Jordan 
is seeking to recruit highly qualified 

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR 

Qualifications 

- University graduate, preferably MBA. 

- Minimum 3 years experience in a similar field. 

- Excellent Command of English language. 

Candidate will have to establish Human Resources Unit at the 
corporate level, and to organize, coordinate and streamline ail 
aspects related to human resources, recruitments, personnel etc. 

Qualified candidates are requested to send their CVs to : 
P.O.Box 674,Um AI Summak, 11821 Jordan 


UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

One Coordinator, Audiovisual Production (P-2) 

One Coordinator Courtroom Technical Director (FSL-4) 

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR), Arusha , Tanzania 

Deadline for applications: 15 January 1997 

The Coordinator. Audiovisual Production is responsible for managing all 
t echni cal operations in the court room, including live television production of 
ICTR courtroom sessions. The incumbent is also responsible for manag in g the 
specifications, installation, operation and main tenance of all audio-visual and 
computer equipment and systems in the courtroom and for direction of the ICTR 
intemal/visual support operations. 

QnalifipatiftMi Minimum 3 years experience directing audio-visual coverage in 
multi-camera video environment; technical knowledge plus 3 years supervisory 
experience in video production and editing; experience in judicial or litigations 
support and advantage. Written, and oral, fluency in English; knowledge of 
french an asset. 

Starting Salary; Approximately USS43.754.00 gross per annum.. 


The Courtroom Technical Director supervises audiovisual and computer 
operations during court sessions; take responsibility for developing, shooting and 
production of video material; supervises the work of .the Courtroom A/V 
Technician and Courtroom Computer Technical on the same team; liaises with. 
ICTR Press & Information Unit to ensue a coordinated approach, to television 
and radio coverage; provides technical and artistic input into the development of 
courtroom operational 

Qualifications; Mi ni mu m 1 year’s experience in leading capacity of video 
coverage in a live television environment; 3 years supervisory experience in a 
technical discipline; experience in judicial or litigations support an advantage. 
Fluency in English (written and spoken); knowledge of French an asset 

Starting salary Approximately US$40,134.00 gross per annum. 

Applications should be addressed to the Officer-in-Charge, Personnel Section, ICTR, 
P.O.Box 6016, ARUSHA, Tanzania. Fax (255-57) 4373/4000 or (1-212)963-2848 
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Settlers 

remove 

mobile 

homes 


BEIT EL. occupied West Bank 

(R) — Jeu-ish settlers on 

Sunday begun removing 
mobile homes they had planted 
on a West Bank hilltop in defi- 
ance of the Israeli government, 
witnesses said. 

They said settlers discon- 
nected makeshift electricity 
and water lines from seven car- 
avans they liauled onto a hill 
near Beit El settlement north of 
Jerusalem under the cover of 
darkness hist Friday. 

The senlers lowered Israeli 
flags and began towing the 
mobile homes down the hill 
under Israeli army guard. 

An Israeli official said the 
settlers agreed to remove the 
caravans in exchange for a 
meeting with Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mortlechui to 
discuss the possible expansion 
of Beit El. 

“The government of Israel 
will not condone unilateral acts 
of settlement that are not 
approved by the gov ernment." 
Dore Gold, policy adviser to 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, told Reuters. 

Mr. Mordcchai's office said 
the defence minister, who must 
approve any expansion of set- 
tlements in Arab lands occu- 
pied by Israel, would meet Beit 
El settlers on Sunday. 

Settlers called the caravan 
placement a “ protest action" 
against the government's delay 
in allowing them to expand 
Beit El. They plan the expan- 
sion as a response to the killing 
by Palestinians of a settler 
woman and her son last month. 

The action infuriated 
Palestinians and Israeli peace 
activists. 

I Settlers feel Mr. Netanyahu 
has betrayed election promises 
to further settlement in lands 
they deem the biblical 
birthright of the Jewish people. 

Since taking office in June. 
Mr. Netanyahu has authorised 
the building of some 3.000 
homes in existing settlements, 
according to Israeli peace 
activist figures. He has not 
started any new settlements, a 
move Palestinians liavc warned 
would cause an explosion. 

Some 140.000 Jews live in 
settlements scattered among 
more than two 
niillionPolestiniuns in the 
West hunk. 



Jewish settler children watch as one of seven mobile homes is lifted on to a flatbed truck on Sunday as the 
mobile homes put in place last Friday are removed from a hilltop near the Beit El settlement on the occu- 
pied West Bank (Reuters photo) 


Dissident Iraqi leader gives 
new version of Uday attack 


KUWAIT ( API — An exile 
Iraqi Shiite opposition 
leader says the attack on 
Saddam Hussein's eldest 
son was carried out by rela- 
tives of a military comman- 
der probably slain by the 
Iraqi regime, a newspaper 
reported^Sundav. 

The Shiite leader rejected 
the claim of another Iraqi 
exile group, the A1 Dawa 
Party, that it carried out the 
assassination attempt 
against Uday Hussein on 
Dec. 12 in Baghdad, 
according to the A! Rai Al 
Am newspaper. 

Abdul Majid Al Khoei, 
the son of the Grand 
Ayatollah Abul Qassim .Al 
Khoei who was the Shiites' 
spiritual leader until his 
dieath in 1992. told the 
newspaper that the two men 
who attacked Uday. 32. 
escaped lo a neighbouring 
Arab country he declined to 
identify. 

He said one of the attack- 
ers was the son of Major- 
General Omar Al Hazzaa. 
who was "killed in mysteri- 
ous circumstances" after 
the 19S0-SS Iraq-Iran war. 
likely by "elements of the 
regime" in Iraq. 

The exiled opposition 
leader, who is visiting 
Kuwait, did not provide any 
details about how the attack 


was carried out by the two 
men, who he said were from 
President Saddam’s home- 
town of Tikrit. 

He said President Saddam 
has removed several mem- 
bers of Al Hazzaa family 
from sensitive posts in. the 
wake of the attack. 

Other exile opposition 
sources have reported wide- 
scale arrests, including 
members of the security 
forces, the ruling party' and 
others. 

Uday. a powerful confi- 
dante of his father, has 
appeared on television sev- 
eral times saying he was 
recovering well "from his 
injuries, reportedly includ- 
ing bullets still lodged in his 
body. 

In a Dec. 26 letter to the 
U.N. secretary-general's 
office released Friday. Iraqi 
Foreign Minister 

Mohammed Al Sahaf 
accused Iran of sheltering 
those responsible for the 
attack and asked the United 
Nations to help force Iran to 
hand them over. The letter 
‘noted that Al Dawa is based 
in Iran. 

The Kuwaiti newspaper 
had reported Dec. 29 that 
two operatives from Al 
Dawa drove a car disguised 
us a security agent's close 
enough to Uday's car to hurl 


a grenade and then rake him 
with maebinegun fire. 

Mr. Khoei said Al Dawa 
was not capable of carrying 
out such a plan. He said he 
did not recognise the party 
as the legitimate 

Iraqi opposition and that 
the party was a “legend” 
created by the Iraqi leader 
to scare western and Arab 
countries, the newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

Al Dawa, a large Islamic 
opposition group, has had 
backing from Iran. Mr. 
Khoei has criticised Iran for 
politicising the succession 
of the spiritual leader for the 
world's 100 million Shiite 
Muslims, now Iran's 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

Iraq's large Shiite com- 
munity has tense relations 
with the country's ruling 
clique from the rival and 
mainstream Sunni sect. A 
short-lived Shiite uprising 
in southern Iraq was sup- 
pressed by the army in 
1991. 

Another Iraqi opposition 
group named after 
Mohammed Madhlum Al 
Dulaimi, an Iraqi air force 
general executed for plot- 
ting against President 
Saddam, also has claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
on Udav 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Iran seeks Russian missile technology •■■■■• 

TEL AVIV ( AFP i — Iran is secretly negotiating with Russia 
to acquire the technology needed to manufacture SS-4 long- 
range missiles, the Israeli newspaper Haurctz reported 
Sunday. The negotiations involve the transfer of technical 
“know-how” and not sales of the missiles themselves, which 
have a range of 2.000 kilometres, reported the Independent 
daily's military affairs correspondent. Zeev SchifF. Iran con- 
tacted Russia to obtain the SS-4 missiles after U.S. pressure 
cut short its efforts to acquire Scud-C launchers from North 
Korea, the newspaper reported, adding that the Tehran- 
Moseow amis talks had prompted concern among Israeli and 
Saudi leaders. Russia, over strong U.S. objections, has 
already signed contracts to provide Iran with two nuclear 
reactors designed for civilian use. 

Weizman ends visit to India 

NEW DELHI (.AFPi — Israeli President Ezer Weizman flew 
home Sunday al ter a groundbreaking visit to India that drew 
protests from Libya and concern in neighbouring Pakistan, 
the United News of India (UNI) reported. Indian officials 
said Mr. Weizman. the first Israeli head of state to \isit India, 
left Bombay airport for Tel Aviv, UNI said. During his week- 
long visit, the 73 -year-old Israeli president, who served here 
as a royal air force officer five decades ago. met Indian lead- 
ers and offered lo sell his country's latest Kfir fighter jets to 
India. He also Ciillcd for greater cooperation between the air 
forces of India and Israel and closer military ties. The two 
countries established diplomatic ties in January 1992 after 
four decades of hostility. India's arch-riva] Pakistan said last 
week that growing military cooperation between India and 
Israel — two “known" nuclear stales — was a cause of con- 
cern for South .Asian states. Libya lodged a protest with the 
Indian ambassador over the trip. 

Four condemned to death in Dubai 

DUBAI t AFP) — A court here condemned to death an United 
Arab Emirates (U.AEj national convicted of drag trafficking and 
three Indians found guilty of murder, newspapers reported 
Sunday. The Dubai criminal court on Saturday sentenced the 
UAE national after finding him guilty of possessing drag para- 
phernalia and 32 kilogrammes of opium. Gulf Today said. It 
was the first death sentence against a drag trafficker in the UAE 
since it adopted a new law in 1995 calling for capital punish- 
ment in narcotics cases. Gulf Today and other UAE newspapers 
said. The three Indians were condemned to death after they were 
found guilty of the premeditated murder of two compatriots. 
Gulf Today identified the three Indians by name but the UAE 
national was identified only by his first name and last initials. 
Executions in the U.AE are usually carried out by firing squad. 


Call for protest against 
Israeli fair seen ignored 


By Sacha Baggili 

Special in the JordanTimcs. 

AMMAN — Ammonites on 
Sunday appeared to have 
largely ignored a call to 
raise the national flag to 
protest the holding of an 
Israeli trade exhibition in 
Jordan. 

The call for the protest 
action was the latest move 
adopted by opponents of 
the Israeli trade fair, now- 
scheduled to open on 
Wednesday after two post- 
ponements. 

The four-day exhibition 
will be the first of its kind 
to be held in Jordan after 
the Kingdom and Israel 
signed a peace treaty in 
October 1994. 

It has drawn fierce criti- 
cism from political activists 
who oppose normalisation 
of relations with the Jewish 
state as well as businessmen 
who argue that the time is 
inappropriate for such an 
event. 

The government has 
adopted a neutral stand 
saying the exhibition was 
strictly a private sector 
affair. 

.Around the capital there 
was little sign on Sunday of 
citizens taking note of the 
advertised appeals to “raise 
Jordan's flag on homes, 
companies, factories, stores 
and other buildings ... to 
express solidarity with 
national sovereignty and 
reject the holding of the 
Israeli exhibition in the 
Arab land of Jordan." 

But the Jordanian 
Engineers Association 
(JEA). the main force 
behind the call for the 


protest along with a self- 
styled “national Jordanian 
committee for cancelling 
the trade fair." insisred that 
there was no immediate 
response to the call due to a 
two-day delay in the open- 
ing of the exhibition. 

“If the trade fair was still 
to convene Monday we 
would have seen more flags 
around the capital in 
response to the appeals we 
made for this action in local 
newspapers Sunday.” said 
Bilal Kaisi. a' JEA 
spokesman. 

"As the trade fare has 
been delayed until 
Wednesday, we expect a 
delay in demonstrations by 
citizens " he continued. 

The fair, organised by a 
private Jordanian firm, was 
initially due to open on 
Dec. 15, but was resched- 
uled to Jan. 6 and organis- 
ers said Sunday that the 
event will now open Jan. S. 

Reasons given by Amman 
residents for their indiffer- 
ence to the JEA call for 
protest action ranged from 
reluctance to making politi- 
cal statements at homes or 
places of work to convic- 
tion that such actions were 
futile. 

“I am indeed angered by 
the recent actions of the 
Israeli government regard- 
ing the West Bank and I am 
against the trade fair and 
normalisation of relations 
with Israel at this point," 
said Zaki Khalil, a grocer in 
the Umm Uthaina area. 

“But this is politics. I 
don’t want to make such 


(Continued on page 7) 


Egypt 

dismisses 

Israeli 

charges 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
has angrily dismissed Israeli 
charges that Egypt was 
encouraging the Palestinians 
not to sign an agreement on a 
handover of the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

The government newspa- 
per Al Akhbar in Sunday's 
editions quoted Mr. Musa as 
saying that accusations 
Egypt was holding up the 
signing of a Hebron accord 
were “nonsense” and 
“unfounded.” 

“The Palestinians know 
very well what they should 
accept and when," the 
Egyptian foreign minister 
said. 

He said the Israelis were 
“trying to justify their eva- 
siveness and delays ... by 
talking about incitement on 
the pan of Egypt.” 

“The obstacle to die con- 
clusion of an agreement until 
now, despite the significant 
progress made, is the 
absence of proposals accept- 
able to the Palestinians." Mr. 
Musa said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
recently that Egypt was 
putting pressure on the 
Palestinian authority of 
Yasser Arafat not to sign a 
Hebron agreement, buT be 
went on to praise Cairo's 
role. 

Israeli newspapers, howev- 
er, have continued to accuse 
Egypt of standing in the way 
of an agreement on a han- 
dover of Hebron to the 
Palestinians. 

The Israeli military was to 
have withdrawn from 80 per 
cent of Hebron in March but 
the pullout was put on hold 
after a series of suicide 
bombings in Israel. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators have been hold- 
ing three months of U.S.- 
mediated talks but have 
failed so far to hammer out 
an agreement 


Kabariti meets team of 
Arab Israelis, reiterates 
support for Palestinians 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
on Sunday reiterated its con- 
tinued support for the 
Palestinian people in their 
drive to regain their rights 
on their sod. 

Speaking at a meeting held 
at the Prime Ministry with a 
visiting delegation repre- 
senting the Islamic 
Movement in Israel led by 
Sheikh Abdullah Nimer 
Darwish. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
underlined the need for con- 
tinued contacts between the 
Arab people in Palestine and 
the Arab World. 

He also lauded the Arab 
Israelis' efforts to retain 
and protect their Islamic and 
Arab identity. 

Mr. Kabariti reviewed 
with the delegation Jordan's 
stand with regard to a just 
and durable peace. He 
voiced the Kingdom's keen- 
ness to help remove hurdles 
in the Palestinian- Israeli 
negotiations and subsequent 
negotiations on a final settle- 
ment. 

Sheikh Darwish expressed 
appreciation of Jordan s 
support for the Palestinians. 
He told Jordan Television 
that he discussed the peace 
process and the negotiations 
on Israeli redeployment in 
Hebron. 

He said his discussions 
with Mr. Kabariti also cov- 
ered cultural contacts 
between Arab Israelis and 
the rest of the Arab World. 
His delegation received a 
positive response and under- 
standing of the issues facing 
Arab Israelis from Mr, 
Kabariti he said. 

Sheikh Darwish said Arab 
Israelis were exerting pres- 
sure through their represen- 
tatives in the Knesset and 
through demonstrations : n 
support of the peace process. 

Sheikh Darwish said the 
delays in the Hebron negoti- 
ations were caused by 
internal issues feeing Israeli 


Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu because certain 
Israeli political groups are 
opposing the withdrawal 
from Hebron. 

Furthermore, he said Mr. 
Neranyahu was hoping to 
get further concessions from 
the Palestinians through 
prolonged negotiations, 
“but eventually he will sign 
the accord.” 

Sheikh Darwish also met 
the speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament. 
Ahmad Lawzi. and dis- 
cussed the peace process 
and the general situation in 
the Palestinian lands. 

The Islamic delegation 
also met Minister of 
Information Marwan 

Muasher for a review of the 
peace process. Following 
the meeting Dr. Muasher 
said Jordan was ready to 
assume any role that would 
help bridge the gap 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel and will continue to 
back the Palestinian 
National Authority in its 
negotiations with the Jewish 
state. 

Dr. Muasher said that 
Jordan was in constant touch 
with all the political groups 
in Israel, including the 
Islamic Movement, in the 
course of building a solid 
front in favour of a lasting 
peace. 

The delegation from the 
Islamic Movement is the 
third Israeli team ro visit 
Jordan since Thursday. 

On Thursday, a delegation 
representing the opposition 
Labour Party and a team 
from the Israeli Parliament 
economic committee were 
in Amman. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti held talks with the 
two delegations. 

Crown Prince Hassan met 
with the Arab-Israeli delega- 
tion on Friday . 


Jordan hosts workshop on 
respect for human rights 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputising for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneb on Sunday 
opened a workshop on 
regional arrangements for 
the promotion and protec- 
tion of human rights in the 
Asian and Pacific regions. 
The event was organised by 
the U.N. Human Rights 
Centre in cooperation with 
the Jordanian government. 

Dr. Khasawneh told the 
participants from the Asia 
and Pacific regions that 
despite their earlier contri- 
butions to human civilisa- 
tion these regions were still 
lagging behind nations in 
providing and ensuring 
human rights for their 
respective population. 

Failure in this concern, he 
said, could be attributed to 
various reasons, including 
local traditions and cultural 
considerations. Bui these, 
he said, should not prevent 
the development of a strate- 
gy designed to ensure 
respect for human rights 
through regional coopera- 


tion. 

All the religions and 
human values in the Asia 
and Pacific regions teach 
and advocate Tespect of 
human rights and respect of 
human dignity, he added. 

Dr. Khasawneh stressed 
that the main responsibility 
for protecting human rights 
lies with the state but that 
does not prevent regional 
cooperation to achieve that 
goal and ensure peace and 
security for all communi- 
ties. 

He said that certain coun- 
tries fear that regional 
arrangements for fee pro- 
tection of human rights will 
infringe on the sovereignty 
of the state. But he said, 
regional arrangements can 
help overcome any hesita- 
tion in providing protection 
of human rights for all peo- 
ple. 

Attending the opening 
session were several minis- 
ters and Parliament mem- 
bers as well as representa- 
tives of non-governmental 
organisations. 


’Alexandria palace attack foiled’ 


CAIRO (AP) — Security police have 
foiled a plot by extremists to storm a sea- 
side presidential palace from boats and 
through the gates simultaneously and 
attack officials, a newspaper reported. 

The Interior Ministry said Sunday that 
there had been no assault on the palace in 
the coastal city of Alexandria but the 
statement did not comment on whether 
the plot outlined by the London-based Al 
Hayat newspaper had existed. 

An unidentified ministry spokesperson 
said during a meeting of Arab interior 
ministers in Tunisia that "there has never 
been any attack on the Mumazah” palace, 
according to Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA). 

According to reports in the Saudi- 
owned newspaper on Saturday and 
Sunday, the plan called for the assailants 
to attack the palace from the sea in rubber 
boats and storm the gates at a time when 
the maximum number of officials were 
inside. Both groups of attackers would 
then enter the palace at the same time, the 
newspaper said. 

The scheme allegedly was devised by 
Ismael Al Sheikh, who began forming a 
military wing of the outlawed Al Gamaa 
Al Islamiyah after his 1993 acquittal in a 
case stemming from attacks on tourists. 


Sheikh was among 49 defendants tried 
for shooting at a busload of German 
tourists in late 1992, wounding five, and 
other attacks. Thirty-two men were con- 
victed, with seven of them sentenced to 
death. 

The group has undertaken a campaign 
of violence to oust Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak. Three members were 
convicted in Ethiopia of the attempted 
assassination of Mr. Mubarak there in 

Sheikh was among those arrested in late 
November by Egyptian security agents, 
who seized explosives, arms and ammu- 
nitions amassed by the militants during 
months of planning that started early last 
year, Al Hayat said. 

The location, precise dates and details 
of the arrests were not reported. 

The plotters had contact with Gamaa 
leaders both outside the country and 
imprisoned in Egypt who approved of the 
scheme and provide financing, the news- 
paper said. 

. The plot was ready to be implemented 
in April, and Sheikh was left to decide on 
the timing, Al Hayat said. The intended 
victims were not specified in the newspa- 
per report * 



k Di has new fan' 

LONDON i AFP> — 
ter to mend Princes 
broken heart than 
s.uraeon? So ref 
Sunday Mirror r 
which this weekei 
Hasnat Khan as the 
doctor who has c 
fancy of ihe fomter l 
Wales. “She has a 
spot for Hasnat and 
in love with him." d 
quotes Khan's uncle 
Ahmed Khan, as say 
feeling is apparendy 
“If Diana really wan 
there's no force in the 
that will prevent Hasru 
marrying her." he added 
reportedly first disc Ion 
passion for Diana, 
divorced Britain's heir ^ 
ent Prince Charles in Au^ 
in Point de Vue. the Fret, 

Bible for fans of arisiocracjl 

Havel weds \ 

PRAGUE (AFP) — Czed 
President Vaclav Havel, 60. 
married for the second time on 
Saturday io 43-year-old 
actress Dasa Veskmova in a 
quiet ceremony in Prague, his 
spokesman said. Popular for 
her numerous roles in the the- 
atre and cinema, the actress 
has been divorced for many 
years and has a 19-year-old 
daughter. The couple were 
married in the town hall of the 
third district in Prague, where 
the new Mrs. Havel lives. 
Havel's first wife, Olga 
Splichaiova, whom he married 
in I964-, died in January last 
year of cancer at the age of 62. 
She had been a constant sup- 
port when he was hounded by 
the communist authorities 
before the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

Mitterrand hat 
goes on display 

PARIS ( AFP) — Late French 
President Francois 

Mitterrand’s favourite black 
felt hat has found a place to 
hang for posterity — ra muse- 
um in the Upper Loire region 
that specialises in headwear. 
Danielle Mitterrand, his 
widow, donated the broad-rim 
gelot hat — wife the cus- 
tomised initials “FM" inside 
— to the museum at 
Chazelles-sur-Lyon on Dec. 

12, a museum official said. 
Forty-five kilometres from 
Lyon, the museum — opened 
in 1983 — welcomes 30,000 
visitors a year who come to 
see its display of 350 hats that 
crowned the heads of such 
notables as Britain's Edward 
VH. 

Strayed ‘dumb’ turtle 
found in Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — A 
strayed Caribbean sea turtle 
that swam 8,000 kilometres to 
the river plate is now recover- 
ing from the ordeal in the 
Buenos Aires zoo, Argentine 
media said. The species, popu- 
larly known as "dumb turtle", 
was spotted on Thursday 
swimming near a hydroelec- 
tric power plant whose tur- 
bines were stopped lo prevent 
the turtle from being killed. 
The SO-cm. 43-Idlo turtle was 
recovering well after having 
eaten fish at the local zoo. 
Experts said marine streams 
could have swept the turtle 
away from its natural waters. 

One in 3 Britons sees 
monarchy surviving 

LONDON (R) — Only one in 
three Britons see their monar- 
chy surviving beyond the year 
2050. according to an opinion 
poll on the scandal-scarred 
royal family. The Mori poll, 
died by the Sunday Times, 
showed that just 33 per cent 
believed the 1 . 000 -year-old 
monarchy would keep going 
for more than another genera- 
tion. When asked to list three 
things they felt the royal fami- 
ly contributed to British soci- 
ety, 23 percent could not think 
of anything. Queen Elizabeth 
has sought to placate increas- 
ingly hostile Britons by agree- 
ing to pay income tax and 
opening up Buckingham 
palace to tourists to finance v- 
restoration work on the fit 6 ’ 
ravaged Windsor Casde. But 
her efforts have been over- 
whelmed by scandals involv- 
ing her children and the 
divorces last year of her two 
eldest sons. Prince Charles and 
Prince Andrew. 


